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A special section of 
The Blackshear Times

Don’t miss this 
year’s Sports 
Preview inside this 
issue. You’ll find 
photos and stories 
about Pierce’s 
favorite team, the 
BEARS, of course! 

By Jason Deal

News Editor

Investigators still looking for 

leads in Zirkle Rd. murder

County to start over 
on tax rate hearings

Investigators are still look-
ing for leads in the murder of 
Dale Austin Duncan.

“We are working active 
leads, but we don’t have any-
thing new to report right now,” 
said Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. 
“We continue to seek help from 
the public in solving this case.”

Sheriff Bennett again asks 
anyone who saw or heard any-
thing connected to murder to 
please call the sheriff’s office. 

Tips may be called in to the 
Pierce County Sheriff’s tip line 
at (912) 807-TIPS (8477) or by 
calling 911.

Duncan, 21, of Waycross was 
found dead on timber company 
property on Zirkle Road Tues-
day, August 10. Zirkle Road 
is located in eastern Pierce 
County off of Georgia Highway 

32 near the Pierce-Brantley 
County line. 

The body was discovered in 
a wooded area near the road, 
but not close to the boat land-
ing or the steel dam on the Lit-
tle Satilla River there. 

An autopsy was conducted 
by the Georgia State Crime 
Lab in Pooler. The sheriff said 
the State Medical Examiner’s 
Office has determined Dun-
can’s death was by homicide.

Sheriff Bennett confirmed 
Duncan had earlier been re-
ported missing from his home 
in Ware County. 

Sheriff Bennett has declined 
to answer questions about how 
Duncan ended up at Zirkle and 
declined to comment on ques-
tions about how Duncan died.  

Bennett declined to give any 
additional details about the 
case citing the ongoing inves-
tigation.

Public hearings on a pro-
posed millage rate increase for 
the county have been canceled. 

County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer confirmed Mon-
day the public hearings set for 
8 a.m. and 6 p.m. tomorrow, 
Thursday, Aug. 25, have been 
canceled. 

Rubenbauer explained a 
computation error led to the 
wrong numbers being adver-
tised in the county’s millage 
rate and notice of tax increase 
published in recent editions of 
The Times. 

The advertising process 
will have to begin again. The 
millage rate was to be set at 
the county commission’s Sept. 

6 meeting, but that has been 
canceled as well. 

The manager also said com-
missioners have expressed a 
desire to take another look at 
the budget and the proposed 
tax increase. 

Commissioners had been set 
to approve a 1.04 mill increase 
to help fund a proposed bud-
get of $11.9 million budget for 
2023. The budget is up almost 
$1.8 million over the current 
year.  

Rubenbauer explained tak-
ing back over the emergency 
medical service and imple-
menting employee raises are 
the big reasons for the increase 
in the budget. 

raydan Kirkland, 
a 2022 graduate of 
Pierce County High 
School, became the 

first student in PCHS history 
to win three “Student Emmy” 
awards in the same year when 
he did so at the 2022 Student 
Production Awards (SPA) cer-
emony, held July 30 at the 
Georgia Film Academy studios 
in Fayetteville. 

Kirkland’s short film – 
Chekhov’s Gun – earned the 
nod for best film in the Short 
Form Fiction category while 
Kirkland also won in the cat-
egories of Writer and Best Tal-
ent Performer. He attended 
the gala event along with his 
parents, Michelle and Robert 
Aspinwall and Scott Kirkland, 
as well as sister Emma Kate 
Kirkland. 

“It’s just so fulfilling to 
watch how hard work is re-
warded,” said the young film-
maker. “Filmmaking has been 
my dream for as long as I can 
remember. Now I feel more 
confident that my dreams can 
become a reality. Walking 
across that stage was some-
what of an ethereal experience, 
one I had envisioned countless 

times in my head. I’ll never for-
get it.”

The awards were presented 
by the National Association of 
Television Arts and Sciences 
(NATAS) Southeast Region, 
one of 19 chapters throughout 
the United States, a sector that 
includes Alabama, Georgia, 
Mississippi, South Carolina, 
and North Carolina. Addition-
ally nominated in the catego-
ries of Director and Editor for 
his work on Chekhov’s Gun, 

Kirkland originally garnered 
five total nominations, also the 
most ever for a PCHS student 
in a single year.

Chekhov’s Gun is a 15-min-
ute film inspired by a dramat-
ic principle of the same name 
set forth by noted playwright 
Anton Chekhov. The film also 
stars fellow PCHS Class of 
2022 graduates Aliciyah Ivey 
and Nancy Trinidad. The crew 
produced the film as a project 
for their Audio/Video Technol-
ogy & Film III class this past 
spring. 

“Braydan’s passion has al-
ways been acting, especially 
comedy,” says AV instructor 
John DuPont. “We had him 
in the AV pathway beginning 
his freshman year and then 
he went on to great things in 
the theater department under 
Mrs. Kellie Justice. When he 
returned to AV as a senior, 
the plan was for Braydan and 
his crew to produce a comedy 
as their capstone project, but 
he wasn’t happy with how it 
turned out. So he poured him-
self into Chekhov’s Gun during 
the latter part of spring se-
mester and the result is, well, 
amazing.”

Kirkland describes Chek-
hov’s Gun as a “writer’s strife 
to create perfection.” 

 “I’ve struggled with my own 
inner critic in the past, and I 
wanted to make something 
that shines a light on the pit-
falls of that intense fixation,” 
Kirkland says. “Even during 
production, I was learning to 
be at peace with my choices 
and to not look at every detail 
so harshly. It’s been one of the 
most rewarding projects I’ve 
ever worked on.”

Kirkland, who will major 
in film and television studies 
beginning this fall at The Sa-
vannah College of Art and De-
sign (SCAD), now moves on to 
compete in the National SPA 
Awards in November. 

“I don’t want these awards 
to define or consume me,” 
Kirkland adds. “It was nice to 
have some validation, but I’m 
growing to learn I don’t need 
them to prove to myself or any-
one that my risks are worth 
taking.

Film fans can watch Chek-
hov’s Gun on Pierce County 
High School’s NFHS Network 
page. It is a subscription-free 
event to view.
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Braydan Kirkland first PCHS 
student to win three Emmys

A local day care worker arrested and charged with cruelty to 
children last week has been denied bond. 

Waycross Judicial Circuit Superior Court Judge Kelly 
Brooks denied bond for Kyla Henderson in Pierce County Su-
perior Court last week. 

Henderson, 19, was arrested July 27 and charged with a fel-
ony count in connection to the case. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett said his office was contacted by the 
day care and an investigation was opened into an incident in-
volving Henderson. The investigation determined there was 
enough evidence to charge Henderson in the case. The sheriff 
said Henderson’s employment at the day care was terminated 
when the management found out about her alleged actions.

Sheriff Bennett declined additional comment about the sit-
uation, but The Times has learned Henderson allegedly posted 
an expletive filled rant about the management of the day care 
while she was at the facility and suppose to be caring for chil-
dren. 

She allegedly made crude remarks about the children in her 
care and reportedly can be seen pushing one of the children 
until he sat down on his bottom. 

Day care worker 
denied bond in 
child cruelty case

Lady Bears senior pitcher Kadence Godwin, above, had a no 

hitter pitching for the Lady Bears this week against Berrien. See 

more local sports coverage on page 6a.  -Photo by Ethan Mitchell 


