
Pierce County High 
School will hold Home-
coming festivities the 
week of Oct. 15-19. 

 The annual homecom-

ing parade will step off at 
6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 18 
and the festivities will 
culminate with the home-
coming football game and 

crowning of the queen Fri-
day, October 19, with the 
Bears hosting Tattnall 
County. Kickoff is set for  
7:30 p.m.

Thursday’s parade will 
begin at Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church on Carter Av-
enue and Gordon Street
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B’shear council votes ‘No’ on 

smoking, may ban vaping too
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October is 

Breast Cancer 

Awareness 

Month.

See Pages 2 & 12

Owe back taxes?? Better pay up

The county will hold a tax 
sale for property and mobile 
homes Tuesday, Nov. 6. 

The sale is in keeping 

with efforts by Tax Commis-
sioner Terresa Davis to col-
lect back taxes.

“We’ve made a commit-

ment” says Tax Commis-
sioner Terresa Davis. “Col-
lection of past due taxes is 
part of my duties and it is 
what the citizens elected me 
to do.”

A total of 54 parcels of 
local property representing 

some $95,499.37 in delin-
quent taxes will be sold here 
on the courthouse steps 
next month. The past-due 
amounts range from a low 
of $344 to a high of almost 
$22,000.

The past due taxes date 

as far back as 2007.
A total of 27 mobile 

homes are also up for sale 
for the taxes owed on them. 
The total amount owed is 
28,483.50 and they range 
from a low of $352.86 to a 
high of $3,487.25.

Public notices describing 
each property and mobile 
home being planned for auc-
tion is published in today’s 
edition and will continue 
running throughout October 
as public notice law requires.

Continued on Page 2

Better put out that cigarette — and 
leave your vaping device in the car 
while you’re at it. 

Smoking is no longer allowed in 
the Blackshear City Park near the 
playground area, and vaping may be 
against park policy soon as well. The 
city council was set to vote on the mat-
ter last night.

Blackshear City Council approved 
a resolution in September amending 
the City Park policy to include a no 
smoking clause. Tuesday night the 

council was set to revise the 
amendment to include 
no vaping (smoking 
with electronic 
cigarettes) in the 
park, too.

Better Home-
town Manager 
Bethany Strick-
land requested 
the policy amend-
ment at a city work-
shop last month.

“I would just notice it 
happening in the park and I felt we 

needed to address the issue,” Strick-
land explains.

No formal complaints have 
been filed regarding adults 
smoking in the park to 
Strickland’s knowledge.

Smoking or vaping is 
now prohibited in the park 
except in designated ar-
eas approved by the City of 

Blackshear, according to the 
policy. 
The council has not yet specified 

a designated smoking area, but 
Continued on Page 2

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Michael to 

bring strong 

winds, rain

Pierce County is under 
a tropical storm watch and 
schools are 
closed today 
(Wednesday, 
Oct. 10), as 
H u r r i c a n e 
Michael is ex-
pected to cross 
over the region 
bringing high 
winds, heavy 
rains and the 
possibility of isolated torna-
does. 

“We urge everyone to be 
alert and keep up-to-date 
with weather conditions,” 
said Leonard Roberts, Pierce 
County’s Emergency Man-

a g e m e n t 
Agency Direc-
tor. 

R o b e r t s 
and local 
e m e r g e n c y 
and elected 
officials have 
been having 
daily briefings 

with the National 
Continued on Page 12

A man smokes an early morning cigarette outdoors.                    Stock photo

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

Officials warn isolated tornadoes a risk 
during storm; local schools closed today

Robert Williams discusses amendments, Pg.4

City to designate certain areas near back of Park for smoking at later date
Be informed: Sample 
ballot printed Pg. 8B

Not sure what offices are 
up for election in November? 
Check out a sample ballot 
appearing inside this week’s 
issue for a complete listing 
of races.

Early voting for the No-
vember General Election 
opens next Monday, October 
15.

The official General Elec-
tion Ballot appears on Page 
8B of this week’s issue. Lo-
cal voters can fill it out at 
home and take it the polls 
with them for reference 
when voting.

Constitutional amend-
ments and referenda can 

be confusing and many vot-
ers don’t know what items 
are on the ballot when they 
head to the polls. Publisher 
Robert Williams’ column, 
appearing on Page 4, is an 
analysis and recommenda-
tion on the constitutional 
amendments and statewide 
referenda appearing on the 
ballot this election.

Early voting will run 
through November 2 at the 
Courthouse Annex, 312 
Nichols St. from 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. and Saturday voting 
will be held October 27 from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.  

Continued on Page 2
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‘We urge everyone 

to be alert and keep 

up-to-date with 

weather conditions’
– Leonard Roberts

EMA Director

Pierce County’s Lady Bears brought home an-

other Region 2-AAA Championship trophy with 

a 2-0 victory over Brantley County on October 

4 and hosted Region 3 fourth-seed Windsor 

Forest in the first round of the best-of-three 
Class AAA state tournament yesterday morn-

ing. The series was moved up because of the 

impending track of Hurricane Michael. See 

Page 7 for a recap of the Lady Bears’ region 

win and be sure to check out next week’s pa-

per for coverage of the state tournament!

Lady Bears pictured at right (l-r): Kneeling - 

Megan Cason, Kylee Royer, Kaylee Allen, 

Parker Smith, Hannah Pitts and Mackenzie 

Davis. Second row - Emma Tyrone, Tivona 

Myles, Natalie Herrin, Makayla Pitts, Macken-

zie Boatright, Ally Dawson, Eliza Ambrose and 

Kaitlyn Spell. Third row - Madison Pickett, An-

sleigh Clough, Natalee Griffin, Kaylee Cravey, 
Jessica Todd, Autumn Smith, Tristen Blocker 

and Amiya Tomlinson. Back row - Coach Taylor 

Rogers, Coach Robbie Spires and Coach Lau-

ren Whitaker.           Team photo by Tara Blocker

It’s 4-H
Week!

See Pgs. 1B-3B 
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 WE SAVE YOU MONEY!
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GET QUICK & EASY PRE-APPROVAL: gibsonmcdonald.com

WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!
If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.

Subscribe now
and save more

Smoking 

no longer 

allowed in 

City Park

play areas 

Don’t light up ...


