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The newly-renovated Blackshear Train Depot was 

put through its paces Saturday night during its 

inaugural event, the 2nd Annual Daddy Daugh-

ter Dance. About 55 fathers and their daughters 

enjoyed the gleaming heart pine floors restored to 
their original glory as they danced to a variety of 

tunes provided by DJs hired by Millennium Mag-

ic owner Matt Thompson. Many of the girls were 

dressed in formal gowns and carried little lighted 

tambourines provided as a party favor. 

Before the doors opened, however, Thompson 

forgot to tell DJs Shane and Ambie Watson they 

can’t use a fog machine at the depot and it set 

off the fire alarm as they were preparing for the 
partygoers, according to Better Hometown Black-

shear Manager Bethany Strickland, the organiz-

er of the event. “The fire alarm was just a funny 
mishap,” she said, adding the event was deemed 

a success in the end. “We know we will need to 

tweak things as time goes by, but overall I think 

we were pretty set for the event. It was great!” 

Steve Waters 
Jr., President 
of Waters Ford, 
dies at age 87

Jury selection is currently un-

derway in Pierce County Superior 

Court in the murder trial of Dene-

rio Dejuan Hill.

Hill, 28, is being tried in con-

nection with the October, 2020, 

murder of his step-father, George 

Baker. 

Baker, 59, was shot and killed 

near his home on Eva Street in 

Blackshear. 

Two sources familiar with the 

case told The Times the trial is 

expected to get started yesterday 

(Tuesday) and conclude today 

(Wednesday) or Thursday.

Judge Kelly Brooks, Superior 

Court Judge with the Waycross 

Judicial Circuit is presiding.  

Hill is represented by Way-

cross attorney Bradley Collins.

Potenital jurors met at the 

jury assembly room at the Pierce 

County Gym on College Avenue 

and were then brought to the  

courthouse for jury selection.

A high security presence was 

Annual Daddy-Daughter Dance is 

first event in renovated train depot
BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Steve Waters Jr., longtime president of 

Waters Ford Company in Blackshear, is 

remembered this week for his service to 

his community. 

Waters, 87, passed away late Tuesday 

night, May 31, at Harborview-Pierce fol-

lowing an extended illness. 

Waters was president of 

his family’s Ford dealership 

for several decades before 

retiring in 2000. The deal-

ership was a fixture of the 
local business community. 

Fellow Ford dealer Sam-

my Dixon says Waters was 

the top of the list when it 

comes to what a true coun-

try gentleman is. 

“When I returned to 

Pierce County, it was my 

honor to be employed at Waters Ford. 

Steve always made me feel welcome at Wa-

ters Ford,” said Dixon. 

He related that after 47 years in the 

Ford auto business, Waters was one of the 

Hill on trial 

for murder 

of step-father

Brooklyn Booth, 6, right, shares a special moment 

with her father, Richard Booth, to the song “Faith-

fully” at Saturday night’s Daddy Daughter Dance 

at the newly-renovated Blackshear Train Depot.

                          -Photos by K.T. McKee

Ambie Watson, left, part of the husband-wife DJ team at the Daddy Daughter Dance Saturday night, leads 

the crowd in a line dance as many of the fathers either videotape or chat on the sidelines.    

                    -Photo by Bethany Strickland

Daddy-Daughter DanceGibson 

is new 

AP at 

PCHS
BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Tony Gibson will be a new as-

sistant principal at Pierce County 

High School this coming school 

year. 

Gibson, a 

teacher at Brant-

ley County High 

School, will take 

the position left va-

cant when Melanie 

Helms was hired 

as the school sys-

tem’s new finance 
director last month. 

Helms takes the 

place of Dr. Walker Todd, who will 

be the new principal at Brantley 

County High School in the fall. 

Gibson was hired for the posi-

Ramsey Jae Sheffield, 5, works her magic on 

her dad, Derrick Sheffield, at the SnoBiz of 

Blackshear cart outside the Train Depot Satur-

day night before heading home from the 2nd 

Annual Daddy Daughter Dance. 

Tony Gibson

Steve

Waters, jr.

Shots fired 

during road 

rage incident
An Augusta area woman was arrested 

for an alleged road rage incident Friday 

near the Dollar General in 

the St. Johns community. 

Peyton Ann Peacock, 23,  

of Keysville, near Augusta, 

was arrested for two counts 

of aggravated assault fol-

lowing the incident.

“Ms. Peacock apparently 

didn’t like the way we drive 

around here,” Sheriff Ram-

sey Bennett said.

The incident occurred in 
Peyton Ann 

Peacock
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