
Pierce County newcomer Bill 
Gibbs has a need for speed  — or, 
he did. 

These days he’s settling into 
happily retired and newly married 
life with his bride, Pat Tucker, but 
it wasn’t too long ago Gibbs was 
zooming around a racetrack in his 
shiny Porsche.

Racing has been his passion for 
decades. Gibbs began racing Aus-
tin Healey Sprites in the 1960s. 
He moved on to motorcycles in the 
1980s, and then took up Porsche 
racing after he bought his dream 
car in the early 2000s.

The dealership where Gibbs 
bought his fi rst Porsche offered 
buyers a training day in Tallahas-
see with legendary American racer 

and Hall of Famer, Hurley Hay-
wood. Haywood, now in his 70s, 
has won multiple events over his 
storied career, including fi ve victo-
ries at Rolex 24 in Daytona, three 
at 24 Hours of Le Mans and two 
at the 12 Hours of Sebring. Actor 
Patrick Dempsey plays Haywood 
in the documentary fi lm, Hurley. 
Haywood still teaches at the train-
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Local retiree raced Porsches ‘for fun’

Pierce County’s annual  Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day parade will 
be held Monday, 
January 18, and 
organizers are 
asking all partici-
pants and attend-
ees to wear masks 
and practice social 
distancing.

This year’s 
parade theme is 
“Truth, Love and 
Justice.” Clarence 
Washington Jr. 
will serve as pa-
rade grand marshal. 

“I’m honored to be chosen,” 
Washington Jr. told The Times.

Washington is a 2013 graduate 
of Albany State University where 
he graduated cum laude with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in mid-
dle grades education and a minor 
in political science. He is also a 
graduate of the University of West 
Georgia where he earned a mas-
ter’s degree in school counseling. 

 Washington is an assistant 
principal at Waycross Middle 
School (Ware County Schools), 
and an active member of Saint 
James Missionary Baptist Church 
where he serves as youth director 
and fi nancial secretary. 

Washington says he aims to 
live his life by the scripture “For 
unto whomsoever much is given, 
of him shall be much required.” 
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A request to save the gym 
and front classroom of the old 
Pierce County High School was 
presented to the Board of Edu-
cation last Thursday morning, 
but no action was taken on the 
proposal. 

PCHS principal Kelly Mur-
ray made the request during 
an overall report to the board 
at their fi rst work session of the 
new year last Thursday morn-
ing. Murray also made a pre-
sentation on the high school’s 
football stadium and baseball 
fi eld. (See related story.)

Murray’s proposal is the 

fi rst offi cial re-
quest asking 
the board to 
salvage the old 
high school. 

Murray re-
quested the 
board consid-
er saving the 
gym for use 
as a practice 

facility for football, wrestling, 
cheerleading and other pro-
grams. He also asked the board 

to consider utilizing the front 
classroom there as the site of 
Gateway, the high school’s al-
ternative school. 

“We are gym poor in the 
county,” Murray pointed out. 

He noted that only the high 
school and middle school have 
gyms. All three elementary 
schools have multi-purpose 
rooms that serve both as audi-
toriums and for physical educa-
tion.

“During storm season in 

South Georgia, we have a need 
for indoor space for practices,” 
he said. “With all of the athletic 
programs we have, we can use 
the space.” 

Murray notes during bas-
ketball season, the school has 
often used the county’s gym on 
College Avenue as well as occa-
sionally using space provided 
by First Baptist Church and 
Blackshear Church of God at 
their facilities. 

Murray also advocated con-

verting the classrooms at the 
front of the old PCHS gymna-
sium for the new location of the 
Gateway program. 

“Currently, the Gateway 
program is located behind the 
old high school in an aging mo-
bile unit,” he said. “I can’t even 
see it from the new high school. 
From a safety standpoint, it 
would be better if we could 
move it to the gym classroom.”

Murray said the remainder 
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Face lift for 
high school 
stadium?

Bear Stadium, the home of the state 
champion Pierce County Bears — and its 
baseball fi eld — may soon be getting a 
face lift.

The Board of Education voted at its 
regular meeting Monday night to begin 
the design process – including obtaining 
cost estimates — for renovations at Bear 
Stadium and the Bears Baseball Field. 

The decision came following an ex-
haustive, two-hour long presentation on 
high school facility improvements and 
needs at Thursday morning’s work ses-
sion. 

PCHS principal Kelly Murray made a 
presentation outlining salvaging a por-
tion of the old high school and making 
improvements to the athletic facilities at 
the school. The board did not take action 
on the request to salvage the old high 
school. (See related story.)

Murray was accompanied by Athletic 
Director Brandon “Rock” Jernigan, Bears 
head football coach Ryan Herring and 
Bears head baseball coach Andrew Ev-
ans. Murray and Jernigan gave an over-
view of the facility requests, while Her-
ring talked about football facilities and 
Evans talked about baseball facilities. 

“We realize there are needs and there 
are luxuries, but we wanted to bring you 
all the information for the board to make 
a decision,” said Murray. 

Among improvements suggested for 
Bear Stadium is the construction of a 
multipurpose facility at the entrance 
which would feature multiple ticket 
booth stations on the front and conces-
sion stands on the back side. Bathrooms 
would be added to the front side corners 
for both the home and visitors sides. They 
would be located separate from the con-
cession stands to help with crowd control. 
Currently, all three facilities are located 
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MLK Day 

parade is 

Monday

Pierce County voters favored 
incumbent Republican Senators 
David Perdue and Kelly Loeffl er in 
Tuesday’s special run-off election. 

Perdue outpolled Democrat Jon 
Ossoff 6,971-956. Perdue’s win-
ning percentage was 88 percent to 
12 percent. Loeffl er received 6,979 
and Democrat, the Rev. Raphael 
Warnock, received 947 votes. The 
percentages were identical at 88 
percent for Loeffl er and 12 percent 
for Ossoff. 

Perdue also received 88 percent 
of the vote in Pierce County in the 
general election in November.

Statewide, Warnock defeated 
Loeffl er 51 percent to 49 percent 
or by about 83,000 votes out of 
the roughly 4.5 million votes cast. 
Ossoff’s margin was smaller as he 
won by about 50,000 votes or 50.5 
percent to Perdue’s 49.5 percent.

Both of Georgia’s Senate seats 
will now be held by Democrats for 
the fi rst time since Senators Zell 

Miller and Max Cleland held the 
seats in 2002. 

The run-offs were required after 
no candidate received a 50 percent 
plus one majority in the general 
election Nov. 3. 

Perdue was two-tenths of a 
point shy of the threshold in No-
vember owing to the presence of 
Libertarian candidate Shane Hazel 
in the race. Hazel drew 1.2 percent 
of the vote statewide in the general 
election.

Loeffl er was the incumbent and 
was running to fi ll the unexpired 
term of former Republican Senator 
Johnny Isakson, who resigned due 
to health reasons. Loeffl er was ap-
pointed by Governor Brian Kemp to 
serve until the general election. She 
faced off in a jungle election Novem-
ber 3 which featured a total of 20 
candidates. Warnock fi nished fi rst 
statewide then, but only with 33 
percent of the vote. Loeffl er earned 
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Among the proposals for improvements at 
Bear Stadium is a new ticket booth, larger 
than the current one pictured above, con-
cession stand and new bathrooms. 

Republicans won Pierce vote in run-off 
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Staff  Writer
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NEED FOR SPEEDNEED FOR SPEED

Bill Gibbs loved the thrill of zooming around a track at 180 mph in his Porsche.


