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BY K.T. MCKEE

Staff Writer

Perhaps the seed was planted a 
few years ago upon the election of 
Patterson Mayor R.D. Thomas, Jr.

“The mayor said when he was 
elected his goal was to be able to 
get everything he wanted within 
the city of Patterson,” City Clerk 
Ray Cunningham said June 8 as 
he helped set up fresh produce 
he’d picked up from Moore’s Farm 
earlier that morning for the new 
Patterson Farmers Market at Ea-
gle Station. “So he has pushed for 
that and a farmers market is one 
of the things that came up. When 
Tina White joined us as the pub-
lic relations person, we finally had 
enough people to make it happen.”

Starting with six vendors in the 
Richard Griffis Brick Room at City 
Hall two weeks ago and growing 
to 10 vendors the following week, 
the Patterson Farmers Market is 
expected to continue to grow this 
summer as it operates from noon 
to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays and 8:30 
a.m. to noon on Wednesdays at 
3507 Williams St.

Goat milk soaps, pastured pork, 
naturally-grown veggies, organic 
honey, chocolate-covered fruit, 
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New & Improved

BY MATT GARDNER

Publisher

Blackshear City Councilwoman 
Linda Dennison has expressed con-
cern about the way Police Chief Chris 
Wright handled the recent death in-
vestigation of former Blackshear May-
or Pro-Tem Mary Lott Walker. 

Dennison confronted the chief 
during council comments at last 
week’s meeting of the Blackshear City 
Council. 

“Chris, I have never been so em-
barrassed to get a phone call that 
you had gone into Mary Lott’s house 
and got her telephone and no family 
members were there. Is that true?,” 

Dennison asked.
Wright said Walker’s death inves-

tigation was conducted just like any 
other death investigation.

“I don’t know what in the world 
this is, but I’m getting about tired of 
every time I turn around something 
from you, with these nonsense com-
ments and it needs to stop,” the chief 

said. 
Mayor Kevin Grissom informed 

Dennison that Wright is bound by the 
law when investigating a death.  

”I know he is bound by the law, 
but I also know that (Walker) had al-
ready been declared dead and it was 
natural (causes) and what upset ev-
erybody was the fact that Margaret 

(Guss, Walker’s sister and next-of-
kin) was not here when you went in,” 
Dennison said. 

The chief then turned the question 
on Dennison.

“How many deaths have you inves-
tigated? How many hours of training 
do you have on death investiga-

Continued on Page 2

Pierce Co. 

bodybuilder 

receives his 

‘pro card’
Pierce County is home to a profes-

sional bodybuilder.
Benji Harris, co-owner of Infinite 

Fitness in Blackshear, earned his “pro 
card” at an International Federation of 
BodyBuilders (IFBB) national qualifier 
in 2019, but his plans of competing in a 
professional event after earning his card 
were delayed by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic last year. He’s gearing up for his pro 
debut at an August competition in Tam-
pa currently.

Being recognized as a professional 
bodybuilder is the equivalent of “going 
pro” in another sport, Harris explains.

“It’s like being in the NFL, playing 
professional football. It’s the pro league 
of body building,” he says. “You’re con-
sidered a professional and can compete 
in any professional event.” 

Harris has been fascinated with 
bodybuilding since he was a kid. Earn-
ing his pro card was the fulfillment of a 
childhood dream.

“I had bodybuilding posters on my 
wall when I was little. I was always 
amazed by big, cartoon-looking muscles 
… All my friends had posters of rock 
bands and I had bodybuilders,” Harris 
says.

Harris won a couple of shows in Pen-
sacola, Fla., and in Atlanta before head-
ing to the national qualifier in Pitts-
burgh, Pa. There were more than 1,000 
competitors at that qualifier and the 
IFBB handed out 200 pro cards. 

“I wanted to find out if I was a one-hit 
wonder,” Harris says.

Continued on Page 2

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

The Bears’ new home turf is now being put in place.
Workers with Sports Turf Company, Inc. of Whites-

burg, began removing the grass playing surface last 
week. New, artificial turf will be installed and in place 
by early August, just in time for the beginning of this 
fall’s football season. 

“We’re excited to have Sports Turf renovate our 
stadium this summer,” said Pierce County Schools 
Assistant Athletic Director Brandon Jernigan. “In our 
judgement, Sports Turf Company provided the best 
solution for our coaches and student athletes in terms 
of a surface that is not only aesthetically appealing 
but is safer, more durable and will last longer than 
solutions we’ve looked at previously.”

The company was awarded the project in April at a 
total cost of $889,529.

Sports Turf is a state approved low price vendor, 
meaning the school board did not have to seek bids 
for the project.

The turf will feature padding, which helps to pro-

vide a firm playing surface, lessening strain on tired 
legs and improving footing. The turf is also designed 
to reduce potential concussions.

The new turf will also feature a cooling system 
that lessens the temperature on the playing surface, 
which improves player safety, especially during sum-
mertime heat. 

The turf system has a high upfront installation 
cost, but eliminates maintenance and upkeep costs 
associated with natural grass. The turf also comes 
with a 10-year warranty.

 The turf will feature “Pierce” and “Bears” in school 
colors in the end zones and the Pierce County “P” in 
color at midfield. 

The costs of the artificial turf will be paid for using 
a combination of education special purpose local op-
tion sales tax (ESPLOST) and cash reserves from the 
school system’s general fund. 

The general fund monies have been freed up by 
assistance the system received as part of the Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act/American Rescue Plan (ARP) recently approved 
by Congress.
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Farmers 
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growing

Local professional bodybuilder Benji 

Harris recently earned his “pro card”.

Dennison confronts Wright over Walker probe

Workers with Sports Turf Company of Whitesburg have begun the process of removing the old playing 

surface and installing artificial turf at Bear Stadium. Photo courtesy Harbin Farr. 

Installation of new artificial turf at Bear Stadium should be done by August

PC Health Dept. reopens
Pierce County Health Depart-

ment is now open again for in-per-
son services. 

The health department offices, 
located at 715 Ware St. in Black-
shear, have been closed or had 
access limited for most of the past 
year owing to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

The health department is open 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Mon-

day-Thursday and from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Fridays. 

Katie Hadden, public informa-
tion officer for the Southeast Health 
District, said the department will 
offer hearing, vision and dental 
screenings, sexually transmitted 
disease (STD) counseling and test-
ing services, women’s health ser-
vices and immunizations. 

“We continue to follow the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) recommendations 
concerning physical distancing and 
request that those who enter our 
facilities wear a face covering if you 
are able for the duration of your 
visit,” said Hadden. 

Those who have questions about 
a specific service or would like to 
schedule an appointment can call 
1-855-473-4374.

Jolin Strickland, 11, of BEElieve 

Apiaries, has her own little craft 

gig of book marks and bracelets 

at the Patterson Farmers Market.


