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Blackshear will be allowed to 
house inmates at the Pierce County 
for $45 per day. 

The Board of Commissioners, with 
input from Sheriff Ramsey Bennett, 

agreed in principle to the deal at a 
called meeting of commission last 
Tuesday night.

A formal agreement will still have 
to be drawn up and approved by the 
commission, but that is expected to 
be in place by the county’s regular 
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 

March 7. 
Blackshear Mayor Keith Brooks 

and Blackshear Police Chief Chris 
Wright asked commissioners and 
the sheriff to allow the city to house 
inmates at the county jail at the same 
rate he allows other counties to house 
their inmates there. 

“Pierce is the only county where 
the sheriff doesn’t have an agreement 
with the municipalities to house their 
inmates,” said Chief Wright. “All we 
are asking is to be treated the same 

as everybody else.”
The inmate housing issue has 

been debated since December, 2020 
and was the subject of a lawsuit 
by the city against Sheriff Ramsey 
Bennett in early 2021. A judge ruled 
the sheriff was bound by law to 
take city inmates, but left open the 
cost to be worked out between the 
governments. 

The city has offered $45 per day, 
but the sheriff had asked for $62 per 
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Search for new  

Pierce county 

manager stalls
The search for a new 

county manager appears to 
have stalled. 

Commissioners rescinded 
their action naming Joey 
Cason as a finalist for the 
job, but did not name a new 
finalist or take any other 
action on the manager’s 
position at a called meeting 
last Tuesday night, Feb. 21. 

Cason was named as the 
sole finalist for the job Feb. 
13, but contract negotiations 
broke down Feb. 16 and 
both parties agreed to end 
the discussions. 

The Board of 
Commissioners officially 
rescinded Cason’s 
designation as a finalist at 
the called meeting. 

A 38 minute closed 
session to discuss personnel 
was part of the called 

meeting, but no action was 
taken following the session. 

Commissioners also did 
not set a time frame for 
naming a new finalist and 
no called meetings on the 
matter were scheduled prior 
to this week’s edition.

A total of nine candidates 
applied for the position. 
Commissioners, by law, can 
name up to three finalists 
for the position. 

There is no time table for 
when a new county manager 
will be hired. 

Whoever is hired as the 
new manager will replace 
former County Manager 
Jason Rubenbauer who re-
signed in November, 2022. 
Rubenbauer left to take a 
job as director of the Way-
cross-Ware County Develop-
ment Authority. 

Amris’s Extreme 

Bull Jam March 3-4
Amris’s Extreme Bull 

Jam will be held this week-
end, Friday, March 3 and 
Saturday, March 4. Gates 
open at 5 p.m. with the show 
starting at 8 p.m. 

The second annual ro-
deo will take place at the 
H3 Arena located at 5400 
Charlotte Road, just off Tyre 
Bridge Road north of Patter-

son.
General admission tick-

ets are $25 at the gate and 
$20 online. Kids six and un-
der are admitted free. The 
rodeo will be held rain or 
shine and there will be no 
refunds. Cash only at the 
gate. 
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Teen Maze teaches life lessons
BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

The grinding metal of a 
car crash. The screams of the 
injured. The wail of sirens. The 
consequences of decisions. 

All these were featured at 
Pierce County Middle School 
last week with the return of 
Pierce County’s Teen Maze. 

The Maze had been on hiatus 
since 2019 due to COVID-19. 

Teen Maze teaches PCMS 
eighth grade students about 
how good and bad behaviors 
can affect not only their lives 
but the lives of all those around 
them.  

A total of 12 stations 
utilizing 30 professionals and 
10 minutes of time attempts 
to reach 13–14-year-olds, on a 
mentally and emotionally deep 
level. 

The topics range in 

everything from drugs and 
alcohol to being effective youth 
leaders, suicide and depression, 
to reflection.

“The eighth graders are 
engaged, inspired, intrigued 
and enlightened, but most of all 
they are educated by the people 
who see it and live their topics 
every day,” said Stephanie 
Bell of Pierce County Family 
Connection. Family Connection 
helps organize the event. 

“It’s a beautiful thing. Each 
one of our station leaders could 
step into the role of the others. 
We all live these topics daily, 
interact with a lot of the same 
families and people and step 
up when we must.  All of us are 
blessed to have Pierce County 
Middle School trust us with 
their students.”

The pandemic combined 
with teens left on their own 

Blackshear Firefighter Leon Davis treats “Samantha” (Gracee Goddard) at the crash scene.

Ambi Bess with the Department of Public Health is one of the 

organizers of Teen Maze. 
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