
The new Pierce County High 
School is offi cially complete and is 
under budget. 

SP Design Group of Macon, 
the architect, presented a fi nal 
change order, a deduction of about 
$450,000, from the fi nal, total 
price of the school.

Estimated at $29,974,000 at 
the start of the project, the fi nal 
cost came in at $29,523,902. The 

school board presented the fi nal 
payment of about $190,000 for 
construction of the school to SP 
Design Group of Macon, the archi-
tect, and Lentile Construction of 
Dublin, the construction manager 
on the project. 

With the payment and a resolu-
tion of fi nal completion, the board 
marked the offi cial end of the al-
most two-year long project for the 
building of the school.

“The vision is completed,” said 
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The deadline to pay your taxes is fast ap-
proaching.

Tax Commissioner Terresa Davis reminds 
residents local property taxes are due Friday, 
December 20.

“We encourage everyone to pay their taxes,” 
says Davis. “We know it is near Christmas, but 
these dates are set by the state legislature, not 
the county or the tax commissioner.” 

Tailored Business Systems (TBS) of States-
boro printed and mailed the approximately 
12,000 bills for the county, cities and school 
board.

Millage rates for all but one of the local 
governments decreased slightly this year. The 
county was the only government to increase the 
millage rate. The county rate will be 16 mills, up 
from 15.351 mills last year. The school board’s 
rate decreased from 16.695 mills to 16.272 mills, 
Blackshear’s millage dropped from 11.976 mills 
to 11.719 mills and Patterson’s rate dropped 
slightly from 8.868 mills to 8.634 mills. 

Davis reminds the public the tax offi ce ac-
cepts debit and credit cards for property and 
motor vehicle taxes this year. 

Continued on Page 2

Santa exists … as long as you 
still believe.

Two hundred children in doz-
ens of families are still believing 
in the magic of Christmas this 
year thanks to Santa’s helpers 
who were busy working Monday to 
set up a Christmas store at First 
Baptist’s Ministry Activity Center 
(MAC) ahead of the annual “Syca-
more Christmas Tree” ministry to 
area families Tuesday. 

Moms, dads and grandparents 
arrived every 30 minutes at the 
MAC building Tuesday to shop for 
their children. Each family was 
greeted at the door by a volunteer 
shopper who helped them fi nd 
items from their children’s wish 
lists. Other volunteers wrapped 
the gifts in brightly colored paper 
and shiny ribbons, all ready to be 
placed underneath the Christmas 
tree at home.

“A shopper goes through, helps 
them know where everything is, 
knows the price of everything,” 

says Donna Dixon, Sycamore Tree 
director. “They leave with all the 
presents wrapped and ready for 
Christmas. It’s a complete pack-
age.”

The Sycamore Tree, a non-prof-
it benevolence ministry, works 
closely with Pierce County School 
System and the Department of 
Family and Children Services 

(DFCS) to identify families 
who need a little extra help 
for Christmas. School counselors 
and DFCS workers aim to match 
children up with the services they 
need without overlooking some 
families or over supporting others. 

That coordinated effort is what 
makes this annual charity Christ-
mas store such a success, Dixon 
says.

“That’s a big piece of this … 
that way everybody is getting on 
somebody’s list,” she says. “You do 
the best you can to cast a broad 
net.” 

At least $50 worth of presents 
is allocated for each child  — a to-
tal of $10,000 worth of goodies this 
year. Most children are elementa-
ry school age or younger, but Syc-
amore Tree works hard to make 
sure teenagers aren’t overlooked 
either.

“God has blessed us so much. 
It’s beyond anything we’ve done,” 
Dixon says in amazement.

She credits an incredible out-
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PCSO logs 

max miles 

last year

Deputies with the Pierce County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce drove a distance equal to almost a trip 
and a half from the earth to the moon last year 
to protect and to serve. 

“It is the most miles 
we have logged since I 
have been sheriff and the 
total is up almost 12,000 
miles over last year,” says 
Sheriff Ramsey Bennett. 
“When you call us, we are 
going to come to you no 
matter how far we have 
to drive and how long it 
takes to get there.”

Deputies took to the 
roads in 2018 to respond 
to calls for help includ-
ing a homicide, a robbery 
case, 161 assault cases 
and 208 stolen property 
reports in addition to also 
responding to fi nancial 
fraud, scam cases and dog calls. Deputies also 
did public service calls like house watches for 
those out of town to unlocking car doors and 
even assisting elderly and frail residents with 
tire changes. 

The Sheriff offered that summary of the 
previous year in his annual “Report to Pierce 
County, 2019” a 16-page magazine produced in 
recent years by Sheriff Bennett as his way of 
keeping taxpayers informed. The report offers 
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Becky Walsh has volunteered with local benevolence ministry, The Sycamore 

Tree, since the organization was founded nearly a decade ago. Walsh was on 

site at First Baptist Church Monday with other volunteers sorting toys for the 

annual Christmas project held Tuesday at the Ministry Activity Center.

ANNUAL REPORT: 2018 calls 

include one homicide, one 

robbery, hundreds of assaults

Property taxes 

due next week

That’s a wrap!

New high school is fi nished, move in ready

who need a little extra help 
(DFCS) too iidentify families 
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THE REAL

MEANING

OF CHRISTMAS
“The whole idea is sharing and Christmas is a time 

when you really think about that … Part of sharing 

Jesus is giving.”  – Donna Dixon, The Sycamore Tree Director

Volunteers with big hearts 

serve area families in need
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Pictured at left, 

an aerial view 

of the newly 

constructed 

high school. 

With fi nal 

construction 

payment made 

this week, 

students and 

staff are slat-

ed to move in 

after Christ-

mas break.
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