
Another ethics complaint – the second in a 
week’s time – has been fi led against a Black-
shear council member by a fellow councilman.

Councilman Shawn Godwin (District 5) has 
fi led a complaint against Councilman Keith 
Brooks (District 1) for reportedly driving Black-
shear resident Sharon Komanecky around on 
a golf cart while she procured signatures on a 
petition for Godwin’s recall election earlier this 
month.

Godwin fi led his complaint Friday, Septem-
ber 18. Brooks was served with the complaint 
Monday morning, Sept. 21.

According to the ethics complaint, Brooks 
“participated and encouraged the solicitation of 
signatures to unseat Councilman Shawn God-
win.”

Brooks admits he drove Komanecky around 
30-45 minutes because she reportedly didn’t 
want to go alone, but denies participation and 
solicitation of signatures personally.

“I never got off the golf cart, I never spoke 
with anybody and I certainly didn’t ask any-
one to sign the petition,” Brooks says.  “If that’s 
what he’s alleging ... it’s 100 percent false.”

Godwin lists himself and his wife, Kim God-
win, as witnesses to Brooks’ actions and cites 
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Pierce County’s homecoming pa-
rade is on for this year, but with sev-
eral restrictions in place due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 (coronavirus) pan-
demic. 

The parade will be held at 6:30 
p.m. Monday, September 28.

PCHS homecoming is set for Fri-
day, October 2. The Bears were sched-
uled to face off against Clinch County, 
however due to positive COVID-19 
cases Clinch had to back out. The 
search for another opponent is ongo-
ing as of press time.

The parade, which will start at Em-
manuel Baptist Church on W. Carter 
Avenue and conclude at the Board of 
Education offi ce on Main Street Mon-
day afternoon, will be a short one this 
year. 

Entries are limited to 20 partic-
ipants  — the homecoming court, 
Sound of Silver and PCHS athletes. 
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On the right track
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Homecoming 

parade will be 

held Monday

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Movie in the 

Park is Oct. 2
Looking for a family outing?
Come see Playing with Fire fea-

turing John Cena in Blackshear City 
Park at sundown Friday night, Octo-
ber 2. 

Movie in the Park marks the fi rst 
downtown event Better Hometown 
has hosted in months due to the 
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School system reports two new 

COVID-19 cases last week
Pierce County School Sys-

tem reported two new positive 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) cases 
last week – one student and one 
staff member.

Four students and four teach-
ers were required to quarantine 
last week as a result of COVID-19 
exposure, but staff members who 
quarantined were reportedly not 

exposed to the virus at school.
As of Friday’s weekly report, 

no students quarantined for ex-
posure to the virus at school have 
tested positive for COVID-19.

Keith Brooks 

faces ethics 

complaint
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Industrial Development Director Matt Carter points in the direction a rail spur would be constructed 

off the main rail track running parallel to U.S. Highway 84 into the Industrial Park.

Rail spur coming to Park

Pierce County joined the 
Southeast Georgia Regional 
Development Authority (SEGR-
DA) last October, and it paid off 
in a big way this week.

The joint development au-
thority has received a $500,000 
OneGeorgia Authority Grant 
which will be used to construct 
a rail spur in the Pierce Coun-
ty U.S. Highway 84 Industrial 
Park.

The Department of Commu-
nity Affairs (DCA) announced 
the grant award Monday morn-
ing.

“This made my day,” IDA 
Executive Director Matt Carter 
said excitedly. “It’s more infra-
structure for future clients ... 
and it’s another asset to the re-
gion – not only Pierce.”

A rail spur is highly market-
able to future industries which 

could translate to job growth, 
economic expansion and in-
creased tax revenue.

The SEGRDA submitted a 
grant application for the rail 

spur project in June, but Carter 
didn’t expect to hear back from 
DCA quite so soon.

The grant award is the 
most substantial impact Pierce 
County has received to date af-
ter joining the regional develop-
ment authority.

“It’s by far the largest bene-
fi t we’ve seen since joining the 

joint authority,” Carter says.
Constructing a rail spur in 

the Park to market to potential 
industry has long been a goal 
for Carter and the IDA, but 
it was the leverage of all four 
counties who participate in the 
regional authority that fi nally 
made it a reality.

“We’ve tried several avenues 
(to get this done). At the end 
of the day, the fact that it ben-
efi ts four communities ... it’s a 
no-brainer for these funds to be 
spent in this Park,” Carter says.

Other counties in the SEGR-
DA include Appling, Jeff Davis 
and Bacon.

“Jeff Davis County is proud 
to partner with our surround-
ing counties and this award is 
proof of what we can do when 
we come together regionally,” 
says Andrea Taylor, CEO of the 
Joint Development Authority of 
Jeff Davis County, Hazlehurst 
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Several COVID-19 
restrictions, social 
distancing in place

Grand juries

will resume

Countyreceives$500Ktobolsterinfrastructure
BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Grand juries in Pierce County and across the 
state of Georgia will resume meeting immedi-
ately according to an order issued last Thursday 
by Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice Harold 
Melton.

The order authorizes grand jury proceedings 
to resume immediately, even though jury trials 
are still suspended.

Melton’s order extends until Oct. 10 the 
statewide judicial emergency he fi rst declared 
back in mid-March, as the state virtually shut 
down its court system to discourage the spread 
of coronavirus. Thursday’s was the sixth 30-day 
extension of that original order.

While jury trials remain on hold, Melton in-
dicated Thursday he intends to order trials to 
resume when he issues the next 30-day exten-
sion next month.

“As explained in the last extension order, 
this broad prohibition cannot continue, even 
if the pandemic continues,” Melton wrote in 
Thursday’s order. “The criminal justice sys-
tem, in particular, must have some capaci-
ty to resolve cases by indictment and trial.”

To lay the groundwork for a resumption of 
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