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Hometown

newspaper of

local woman: renowned photographer

Pierce County Schools ar-

en’t the only system reporting 

enrollment growth this year.

Coastal Pines Technical 

College kicked off the Fall se-

mester last month by break-

ing their enrollment record 

for the seventh consecutive 

semester and more than 3,400 

students enrolled in classes, 

an increase of 423 students 

over last year.

The College’s enrollment 

growth has ranged from 7.7 to 

30 percent each semester in 

recent years, but dual enroll-

ment accounts for the largest 

increase this semester with 

350 more students enrolled — 

a 23.68 percent increase over 
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Ten guns 

stolen from 

pawn shop 

recovered

Investigators have recovered 10 of the 

11 handguns stolen last Monday night in 

a burglary at Average Joe’s Pawn Shop in 

Blackshear.

Authorities released 

an image of a suspect 

caught on security foot-

age after the robbery. 

That suspect was iden-

tified as 20-year-old 
Tikeem Williamson. 

Williamson was ar-

rested last Tuesday night 

and charged with bur-

glary in connection with 

the break-in.

Police Chief Chris Wright says addi-

tional charges for Williamson and addi-

tional arrests may be pending.

Officers also arrested a 13-year-old 
male last week in connection with the 

crime. The Dept. of Juvenile Justice de-

clined to detain the juvenile and he was 

released into parental custody.

The burglary is still under investiga-

tion.

Anyone with information regarding 

this crime should call 911, Blackshear Po-

lice Dept. at 449-7011 or the ACE Unit at 

807-COPS.

Ruby Washington is remem-

bered by classmates from her 

Patterson High School Class of 

1970 as “sweet and quiet.”

Many were surprised when 

they learned, only after her 

death, their fellow student had 

left tiny Patterson and become 

an award-winning photojour-

nalist for what some consider 

the world’s most prestigious 

newspaper, The New York 

Times.

Washington, 66, died last 

week after a recurrence of can-

cer she had battled for nearly a 

decade. She was noted by her 

colleagues for the quality of 

her work as well as the “qui-

et dignity” she brought to her 

groundbreaking role as The 

Times’ first African-American 
female photographer.

NYT colleague David Gon-

zalez wrote: Her editors said 

that while she won awards, 

she didn’t go to galas to ac-

cept them. And when she fell 

ill with breast cancer in 2010, 

many of her colleagues had no 

clue, since she kept on working.

Patterson assistant city 

clerk June Bennett remem-

bered her classmate as “always 

quiet, but always very sweet.”

She pointed to Washington’s 

senior portrait, just a couple 

of slots away from her own, 

among the PHS Class of 1970 

panel that hangs on the wall at 

Eagle Station.

Jackie Davis McKennie, 

now retired and living in Fay-

etteville, recalls her friend, 

as someone determined to 

achieve.

“Ruby was always sweet 

and nice to everybody and she 

excelled at anything she want-

ed to do,” says McKennie. “She 

knew she wanted to be in the 

newspaper business. Her death 

was a shock.”

Washington came to her 

unique position with The New 

York Times after years spent 

working in the newspaper’s 

photo lab and gaining attention 

as a freelance photographer. 

Her promotion to the staff posi-

tion did not go unnoticed — or 

always appreciated — by some 

of the men in that male-domi-

nated field.
Carolyn Lee, who as a 

Times picture editor promoted 

Ms. Washington, said she had 

already proved herself while 

freelancing for the paper even 

as she worked in the lab.

“I’m not sure I would have 

been given a choice in pro-

moting Ruby,” said Ms. Lee, a 

retired masthead editor who 

championed opportunities for 

women and minority groups. 

“Ruby, quiet and seemingly un-

assuming, nonetheless had a 

steely spine.”

Washington’s photo work 

ranged the gamut from dra-

matically beautiful capturings
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Ruby Washington, a Patterson High School graduate, took this stunning photo of a woman des-

perate to hail a cab in New York City during her long tenure as an award winning photojournalist 

for The New York Times. At right, Washington’s most well known photo was a shot of Secretary of 

State Colin Powell reading a note passed to him at the United Nations. Washington recently died 

after a years-long struggle with cancer. Photos courtesy The New York Times

Ruby Washington was a pioneer among 

New York Times photojournalists

Ruby Wash-

ington was all 

smiles back in 

2014 when she 

was among five 
staff photog-

raphers The 

New York Times 

picture desk 

honored with a 

farewell party.

Photo by Earl 

Wilson/Courtesy 

The New York 

Times

Publisher

Authorities ID, arrest and charge 

20-year-old Tikeem Williamson 

Coastal Pines Tech breaks 

school enrollment record

Pictured (l-r): 

Coastal Pines 

welding instruc-

tor Tim Carlson 

observes while 
Joshua Todd welds 

a piece of metal in 

the construction 

lab at Pierce Coun-

ty High. Fellow stu-

dent Aaron Scurry 

looks on, waiting 

his turn. Welding is 

just one of CPTC’s 

dual enrollment 

offerings at PCHS.
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Tikeem 

Williamson

Patterson folks 

complain about 

drainage, traffic
Complaints about drainage problems 

and speeding on Tyre Bridge Road were 

aired at the Patterson City Council meet-

ing Thursday evening. 

Ala Mae Myles came with a petition 

bearing 44 signatures requesting some-

thing be done about poor drainage in the 

community.

Myles said she was representing senior 

citizens of the neighborhood. 

Myles said gutters, drains and ditches 

have not been cleaned out and that has 

caused problems with high water and 

flooding in some parts of the area. Myles 
presented photos of clogged drains in vari-

ous sections of the Tyre Bridge Road 
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