
There’s never a good time to lose one’s 

home to fire, but it’s especially challeng-

ing around the holidays. The Merida fam-

ily, whose home on Avant Rd. burned last 

Tuesday morning, are in exactly that pre-

dicament. No one was home at the time 
of the fire, but the family has lost most of 
their possessions.

Ausel Merida and Paula Silva have 
three children. Their son, Alexis, is a stu-

dent at Pierce County Middle School, and 
their daughters, Melany and Valeria Me-

rida, attend Midway Elementary.
Continued on Page 2

“Tis the Season…” 

hristmas is the 

season for giving, a 
time when people 
turn their atten-

tion toward some-

one in need and lend a helping 
hand, but too many hurriedly 
check ‘charitable contribution’ 
off their to-do list and return 
to busy schedules, their good 
deed presumably done for the 
year.

Others, like Blackshear 
residents Theresa Waters and 

Brenda Polvadore, don’t ever 
stop giving. 

Waters and Polvadore vol-
unteer to serve “the least of 
these” all year long, dedicating 
countless hours and resources 
to children in need. 

Waters volunteers full-time 
with Mattie’s Mission, a local 
non-profit providing aid to 
families with a child under-

going cancer treatment, and 
she also volunteers at Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital in Jack-

sonville where she provides 
care packages for many of 
those cancer patients and of-
fers support for their families 
as a patient representative. 

Polvadore, a 33-year vet-
eran teacher, has spent years 

working with foster children. 
Now retired from Pierce Coun-

ty Schools, she spends 25-30 
hours each week transport-
ing her “babies” to and from 
supervised visits with their 
parents.

Giving is second nature for 
Waters and Polvadore, and 
the holidays may very well be 
their favorite time of year be-

cause Christmas provides yet 
another opportunity to experi-
ence the joys of blessing some-

one in need.
Waters has been shopping 

and wrapping presents for the 
Mattie’s Mission Toy Drive for 
weeks now. Last week she was 
busy wrapping gifts alongside 
other volunteers at the Mat-
tie’s Mission store in Flanders 
Shopping Center for the 15 
children the toy drive would 
benefit. Four of those children 
are cancer patients. The oth-

ers are siblings.
Waters is tired, but the 

smile on her face is bright.
“In my mind, what would 

the families do if I couldn’t 
do this all the time, the hos-

pitals?,” she says of her work 
with the Mission and the hos-

pital.
Waters was hooked from 

the first time she and her 
daughter, Allyssa, delivered 

Continued on Page 2

Write-in votes have long been a 
time-honored tradition, often as a form of 
protest, or dissatisfaction with the candi-
dates offered on a ballot.

More than 20,000 write-in votes in Al-
abama last year are thought to have pre-

vented controversial former State Supreme 
Court Judge, Roy Moore, from being elect-
ed to the U.S. Senate. Write-in votes cast 
during Pierce County’s latest General Elec-

tion last month didn’t affect any out
Continued on Page 5

Who did you vote for?
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Convicted

murderer 

mentally 

disabled?

A Pierce County jury will make a deter-

mination in March of next year on whether 
convicted killer Willie James Wilson is men-

tally retarded. 
A “Fleming” trial is slat-

ed for Pierce County Supe-

rior Court March 18, 2019. 
A local jury will be seated 
to determine if Wilson has 
an “intellectual disability”. 
Georgia’s Supreme Court 
ruled in the 1989 case 
Fleming vs. Zant that “in-

tellectually disabled” indi-
viduals can’t be executed by the state.

Wilson was returned to Pierce County 
Friday afternoon for a hearing as part of his 
effort to have his death sentences commut-
ed to life in prison. Arriving in a six-vehicle 
convoy from Jackson where he has been con-

fined on Georgia’s death row for over three 
decades, Wilson was accompanied by seven 
armed guards with the Georgia Department 
of Corrections as he entered the courtroom 
at the Pierce County Courthouse Annex on 
Nichols Street Friday. 
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At top, Brenda Polvadore catalogs Christmas gifts donated for Opera-

tion 850 Christmas, a project to provide Christmas for families who lost 

their homes when Hurricane Michael struck Panama City in October. 

Above, Theresa Waters wraps gifts for Mattie’s Mission Toy Drive in 

memory of Raylee Mettz. The toys collected will be taken to Wolfson 

Children’s Hospital and delivered to patients on the cancer floor.

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

BY JASON DEAL

Staff Writer

37 years after the fact, a jury will

debate if Wilson is competent

Mickey Mouse, 

Daffy Duck top 

write-in votes

Meridas lose home, belongings in fire

It’s a God calling for me, just like it says in Matthew to ‘give unto the 

least of these’ ... There are so many out there who need so much. 

– Brenda Polvadore,  Retired teacher and local volunteer
“ ”
Soon the Christmas tree will come down, the 

toys will be distributed, bows and wrapping 

paper stored for next year, but Theresa Waters 

and Brenda Polvadore, won’t hang up their 

hats. It’ll be on to the next project for these 

dedicated women. 

Sharing
joys of christmas

C Willie Wilson

Family with three children now living with relatives

Merry Christmas from all of us at your favorite newspaper!

Read hundreds of youngsters’ stories and their artwork plus best 

wishes from area merchants this holiday season INSIDE this issue!
4 We will be closed Monday and Tuesday, Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day. Your next issue will arrive Thursday, Dec. 27.  
4

Hall of Fame ceremony hails 

sports greatness  – Page 13

Merry Christmas from

Have a joyous holiday!


