
Please vote absentee.
That’s the plea of election offi -

cials tasked with operating early 
voting which is set to open Monday, 
May 18, at the Pierce County Board 
of Elections offi ce in the Courthouse 
Annex on Nichols Street.

Only 10 people will be allowed in 
the voting room at once, including 
two poll workers, due to ongoing 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) restric-
tions. That only allows for eight 
voters in the room at one time.

Those who show up to vote early 
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
•Wall’s IGA  • Harveys  
• Dollar Gen. • Kroger 
• Farmers & Builders (ACE)

Times to host forum 

for Sheriff’s race - P5

The Blackshear Times will host a virtu-

al political forum for the Pierce County 

Sheriff’s race. The forum will be pre-re-

corded and published to The Times’ 

website and social media at 7 p.m. 

Friday, May 22.

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Emergency Services

General Surgery

Interventional Neurology Pain Management

Echo-cardiograms
ERIN G. HODGES, NP-C 

 (912)705-4910
 

Primary Care
Accepting New Patients!

Walk-ins Welcome!
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THE SKY IS NO LIMITTHE SKY IS NO LIMIT

Pierce County native and successful entrepreneur 
Downing Barber has every right to cool his heels and 
relish in his accomplishments  — after all he’s celebrat-
ing 20 years as founder and owner of Barberitos, an 
independent restaurant chain with 50 locations across 
seven states  — but that isn’t Barber’s style.

He’ll keep his nose to the ground, working to make 
his Southwestern grille and cantina chain an even big-
ger success in the next decade. 

Continued on Page 12

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

BOE faces 

hefty state 

cash cuts

Pierce County Schools are facing at 
least a $4.5  million cut in state funding, 
but school offi cials anticipate they can 
absorb the hit by dipping into reserves 
and not raising taxes — at least for now. 

“Nothing in (the budget projections) 
is popular,” said Assistant Superinten-
dent for Finance LeVance Gay.  “We are 
in unprecedented times and we are just 
going to have to make the best of it.”

The school board held its third discus-
sion on the proposed 2020-2021 budget 
at their regular monthly work session 
Thursday morning.

The news was bleak from the be-
ginning, but Gay says the system can 
weather the coming storm — at least for 
a while. 

The $4.5 million cut would be Pierce 
County’s share of an across-the-board 14 
percent budget cut ordered by Governor 
Brian Kemp as the state tries to make 
budget cuts in response to the economic 
downturn related to COVID-19 (corona-
virus). 

Gay said in addition to the state cuts, 
he anticipates local tax revenue could 
be down as much as $355,000. While 
the bulk of the revenue for the school 
system comes from state sources, local 
taxpayers contribute about $7.8 million 
for maintenance and operations. Federal 
resources account for about $4 million of 
the school system budget.

Continued on Page 5

Downing Barber, CEO and Founder of Barberitos and Pierce County native, celebrates his franchise’s 20th anni-

versary and continued success with Barberitos’ mascot, Pepe.

Downing Barber, left, is pictured with Randolph 

Holder at the ribbon cutting for his fi rst Barberitos 

in downtown Athens 20 years ago.

Advance 

voting 

to open 

Monday

Barberitos founder, 

Pierce native, talks 

building success

People may be social distancing these days, 
but many are still taking time to smell the fl ow-
ers and enjoy the great outdoors  — just ask Lyn 
Frost.

Frost lives on Jenkins Street in Blackshear, 
directly across from a picturesque fi eld of Black-
eyed Susans. For decades the fi eld located behind 
First Baptist Church has been a well-known sce-

nic spot for family photos, senior photo shoots, 
engagement sessions and more. This spring has 
been no exception.

“People come from all over to take pictures,” 
Frost says. “They’re (the fl owers) just a land-
mark … It’s a wonderful thing, the community 
involvement.”

Frost moved into her home on Jenkins Street 

in the fall nearly 20 years ago and was pleasant-
ly surprised to see the fl owering fi eld the follow-
ing spring.

“The following spring the fl owers were just 
beautiful,” she recalls. “I took pictures from the 
fi eld looking toward our house.” 

Frost, and her neighbors, wouldn’t trade their 
scenic view for anything.

“Everybody from the corner up, we have this 
beautiful view,” she says.

Through the years, Frost and countless oth-
er Pierce Countians have snapped photos of 
their children and grandchildren in that fi eld of 
bright, yellow fl owers, preserving precious fam-
ily memories.
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April showers bring May fl owers

Pictured above, this fi eld of Black-Eyed Susans at the corner of Jenkins and Church Streets has long been 

known as a scenic spot for family photos. In recent weeks families have fl ocked to the fi eld for photos. 

Inset photo: A framed photo of the fi eld in 2002 sits on the fence railing in a recent shot of the fi eld this 

season.                     – Photos by LeAnn Sauls

Ritch urges citizens 

to ‘vote absentee’

COVID-19 claims the life of 

another local.       – Page 2


