
Get ready for round 2. 
The sheriff’s race and the 

Democratic nominee for U.S. 
Congress will be decided in the 
general primary run-off election 
set for Tuesday, August 11.

Early voting will begin Mon-
day, July 20, and will continue 
through Friday, August 7.

Incumbent Sheriff Ram-
sey Bennett will face Robby 
Boatright, a major with the 
Blackshear Police Department.

Educator and 2018 Demo-
cratic Congressional nominee 

Continued on Page 5

‘What’s WRONG with the budget?’

“What’s wrong with the 

budget?”

Blackshear Councilman 
Corey Lesseig posed that 

question multiple times last 
week after fellow council 
members Linda Gail Den-
nison, Shawn Godwin and 
Timmy Sapp voted down a 
proposed $2.6 million bud-

get last Thursday, citing 
concerns with the proposed 
spending plan, but providing 
little explanation as to what 
departments or line item 
budgets they would like to 

see amended.
Lesseig didn’t get an an-

swer last week, but those 
council members did present 
three budget suggestions at 
a called work session Mon-

day night. (See related sto-
ries).

Contacted by phone, Den-
nison told The Times Friday 
she had no further comment 
“right now” regarding her 

disapproval of the budget be-
fore hanging up.

“I’m not going to talk to 
you,” she said. 

Dennison commended 
Continued on Page 2

City FY21 budget approval stalls
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Graduation 

is on track 

for July 17

Pierce County High School graduation 
ceremony remains on track for Friday, 
July 17. 

The ceremony 
is planned for 8 
p.m. that Friday 
at Bear Stadium.

School su-
p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Dara Bennett 
said plans for 
the graduation 
ceremony are 
proceeding, but 
she cautions the 
event will likely 
be different than 
past years. 

“We are still awaiting guidance from 
the Governor’s offi ce and from public 
health offi cials on what the ceremony will 
be like,” she said. 

Shelter in place and emergency orders 
are expected to expire prior to the July 
17 graduation date, but Bennett says so-
cial distancing rules and guidelines for 
wearing masks and using hand sanitizer 
might still be in effect. 

“We will update the public as soon as 
we know,” she said. 

School offi cials announced the new 
unprecedented summer date for the cer-
emony last month. The ceremony was 
postponed from its original date of May 
22 due to the threat posed by COVID-19 
(coronavirus). The Class of 2020 will also 
be the fi rst class to graduate from the 
new high school. 

In case of inclement weather, the grad-
uation exercises will be moved to 9 a.m. 
Saturday, July 18, also at the stadium. 

Graduation coach Robbie Spires has 
sent out information about practices to 
senior class members via Remind. A prac-
tice is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
July 16, and for 8:30 a.m. Friday, July 17. 
Seniors are to report for the graduation 
ceremony by 6:30 p.m. Friday, July 17. 

Early 

voting 

begins 

July 20
PC Sheriff ’s race 

run-off  election 

set for August 11

Top photo: First grader Camerin Sinclair, son of David and Mallory Henderson and great-nephew of Harborview resident 

Lynn Guyer, was all smiles at last Thursday’s parade. Pictured above: Mariah Aspinwall, Aline Leggett and Fay Clark wave 

to Harborview resident Bertie Aspinwall.             – Photos by Sarah Gove

Andrea Peeples holds a balloon for 

99-year-old COVID-19 survivor Mabel 

Gates while she waves to family mem-

bers she hasn’t seen in months.

Grandma!

I LOVE YOU,

Family members catch fi rst glimpse of loved 

ones in months at Harborview parade Thurs.

I love you mama!

I’ve missed you so much!

Can he keep the balloons?

Those were just a few of the 
heart wrenching statements shout-
ed from car windows while family 
members and community support-
ers paraded past Haborview Health 
Systems-Pierce where dedicated 
staff members wheeled residents 
out to the parking lot last Thursday 
afternoon, June 18, for their fi rst 
interaction with folks outside of the 
nursing facility in months.

Hundreds of well-wishers par-
ticipated in the 30-minute parade 
waving signs, clappers and bal-
loons, blowing bubbles and cheering 
as they drove slowly through the 
parking lot.

The heat was sweltering and 
many residents sat sheltered by 
umbrellas attached to their wheel-
chairs. They also held signs express-
ing their love for family members as 
they craned their necks for that fi rst 
glimpse of their loved ones. Ninety-
nine-year-old COVID-19 survivor 
Mabel Gates was among those wait-
ing to see her family.
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Ceremony set for 8 p.m.


