
Corey Adams pled guilty and 
has been sentenced to life in pris-
on for the February 2017 murder 
and dismember-
ment of his mother, 
Cecelia Broida. 

Adams entered 
a plea of guilty to 
a count of malice 
murder in Pierce 
County Superior 
Court last Wednes-
day before Judge 
Jeffrey Kight. As 
part of the plea deal, Adams 
agreed to not seek eligibility for 
parole for 35 years. 

Continued on Page 5 

EPD issues drought warning
Local offi cials are encouraging residents to 

conserve water when possible as Pierce County 
and the state are in the grip of a drought. 

In response to worsening drought conditions 

throughout most of the state, the Georgia En-
vironmental Protection Division (EPD) issued a 
Level 1 Drought Response declaration Monday, 

Continued on Page 2

Blackshear Police Offi cer Carey Smoak re-
signed in lieu of being fi red Wednesday, Oct. 9, 
after an internal investigation into his alleged 
inappropriate messaging of a 
17-year-old female high school 
student.

The Times fi led an open re-
cords request with Blackshear 
Police Department for a copy of 
the investigative report. Accord-
ing to a redacted internal inves-
tigation summary (the female 
student’s name is withheld), 
BPD Major Robby Boatright re-
ceived information Wednesday, 
Oct. 9, from a local business owner that Smoak 
had been sending unwanted and inappropri-
ate messages to the student.

The business owner reportedly learned of 
Continued on Page 5
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA • Kroger 
• Harvey’s • VCI-Aetna 
• Dollar General • Sears

Carey Smoak
Corey Adams
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For more information, please visit
http://pecanfestivalofgeorgia.webs.com

Oct. 26, 2019 • 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION

$10
Unlimited access to some rides.

Wrist
Bands

ENTERTAINMENT WILL INCLUDE THE CLASSIC CAR SHOW
Pierce County Chorus Group, Appling Show Choir, The Blue Wave Band, The Sound of Silver, Brunswick 

Cloggers, Dancers on Main, Southeastern Elite Dancers, Blue Diamond Dancers, Cruisin Line Dancers, Line 
Dance Fever, Center Stage Dancers, Excite Twirlers, Southern Spin Pro, Momentum Athletics, and more!

BLACKSHEAR CITY PARK

Gold Sponsors: Blackshear Pecan, Clough Pecan, The Blackshear Times, EXP Realty, Addictive Aquatics, Kelly’s Tanning & Spa, South GA Physicians Group, Mainstreet & Smile Doctor.

Orchestra music 
fi lls PES hallways

The sounds of bows pass-
ing over strings and the ping-
ing sound of music notes gently 
strummed fl ow down the hallway 
at Patterson Elementary.

Classically trained pianist and 
violin teacher Christopher Smith 
engages his young  fourth and 
fi fth grade students by teaching 
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City, DOT 
face $1M 
civil suit

The City of Blackshear and the Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT) are 
being sued for up to $1 million in damages 
stemming from a car accident in August 2018. 

The suit stems from a traffi c accident that 
occurred on the afternoon of August 27, 2018 
at Yeomans Street and U.S. Highway 84 in 
Blackshear near Kimbrell Veterinary Clinic.

Teresa Cruz-Suarez fi led suit against the 
city and GDOT in Pierce County Superior 
Court last week. 

Cruz-Suarez fi led the suit on behalf of her 
minor child, identifi ed in court fi lings as M.E. 
The child was reportedly two years old at the 
time of the accident. The child suffered serious 
injuries including pulmonary injuries, sever-
al broken ribs and a broken leg. The child was 
life-fl ighted from the Big Z Warehouse to the 
trauma center at Memorial Health Universi-
ty Medical Center in Savannah following the 
accident. Cruz-Suarez was herself injured in 
the accident, but has since recovered.

Cruz-Suarez was driving a Honda Civic 
on Yeomans Street and stopped at the inter-
section with U.S. Highway 84. Cruz-Suarez 
stopped at the intersection and was attempt-

Continued on Page 5

Temperatures are dropping, 
leaves are falling and it’s time for 
one of Pierce County’s most popu-
lar events  — The Pecan Festival of 
Georgia. The festival, organized by 
the Exchange Club of Blackshear, 
is set for 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, 
October 26, in Blackshear City 
Park.

The Pecan Fest offers some-
thing for every member of the fam-
ily with carnival rides and bounce 
houses for children to a variety of 
craft and food vendors and live en-
tertainment on the main stage all 
day long.

Festival activities include the 
Georgia Pecan Pie Contest orga-
nized by the Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Annual Classic Car 
Show. Bakers and car enthusiasts 
alike can enter those contests the 
morning of the festival or register 
ahead of time. Baking contestants 
can contact the Chamber of Com-
merce at 912-449-7044 to register 
while car owners can register online 
at pecanfestivalofgeorgia.webs.com.
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Lilli Thornton focuses on her music while learning to pluck the strings of a violin during a new class at Patter-
son Elementary School.           – Photos by Jason Deal

Uriah Thorn-
ton shoul-
ders a violin 
at PES. 
The class 
launched 
just a few 
weeks 
ago, but is 
already full 
with stu-
dents eager 
to learn.

Pecan 
Festival 
set for 
Saturday

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Teresa Cruz-Suarez’s lawsuit 
stems from August 2018 wreck

EMA Director: Conserve water when able; use caution with outdoor burning

Patt’son Elementary hosts class with renowned violinist B’shear offi cer 
resigns, avoids 
termination

Adams 
gets life 
sentence 
for murder
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offi  cers  Thursday – Page 2


