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Replacement of the Satilla 
River Bridge on U.S. Highway 
84 at the Pierce-Ware County 
line is slated to begin in May of 
2023. 

The Georgia Department of 

Transportation has completed 
location and design approval 
for the new bridge. An adver-
tisement announcing maps and 
plats are available for inspec-
tion is included in this week’s 
public notices.          

The project is located in 
Pierce and Ware Counties and 

in what is considered the Sun-
nyside area of Waycross.                                                 

The work calls for replacing 
the existing bridges over the 
Satilla River and Satilla River 
Overflow. Estimated cost of the 
new bridges is $18 million. 

The new bridges will consist 
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Pierce County voters will receive new 
precinct cards in the mail in coming 
weeks. 

Elections supervisor Leah Ritch asks 
voters to be on the lookout for them. 

The cards will be about post card size. 
“We are told they are bright pink, so 

they should stand out,” she said with 
a laugh. “We want people to be on the 
lookout, so they don’t get lost with other 
junk mail.”

The cards will give voters informa-
tion on their U.S. Congressional Seat, 

Second district county 
commissioner Mike Streat 
will challenge incumbent 
chairman Neal Bennett in 
the Republican primary 
May 24. 

That race developed 
Monday as qualifying for 
the primary elections got 
underway. 

Streat, a retired Am-
Trak Railroad engineere, is 
currently serving his third, 
though non-consecutive 
term. He formerly served 
as Mayor of Blackshear. 

Graham Raley, a politi-
cal newcomer, qualified to 
run for the district two seat 
currently held by Streat. 
Streat will give up the seat 
to run for chairman. 

Raley, 27, is a newcomer 
to politics. He is an accountant and is mar-
ried to Emily Aldridge Raley.

Raley is the only candidate to qualify so 
far, but reports indicate Shawn Godwin, for-
mer Blackshear Councilman and veteran, is 
planning to run for the post. 

Incumbent fourth district commissioner 
David Lowman and incumbent state court 
solicitor Adam Ferrell both qualified for 
re-election. Lowman will be seeking a second 
term, while Ferrell will be seeking a third 
term. 

All candidates in the partisan primary are 
running as Republicans. 

Incumbent school board chairman Du-
ward Boatright qualified to run for a term 
in his own right. Boatright was appointed 
to serve the unexpired term of school board 
chairperson Linda Zechmann in August 
2020.

Boatright is, so far, the lone qualifier in 
the non-partisan races. However, incumbent 
state court judge Dan Bennett Jr., incumbent 
second district board member Mitch Hall 
and incumbent fourth district board mem-
ber Wendy Puryear have all announced they 
are seeking re-election and plan to qualify 
this week. Bennett is seeking his third term, 
Hall is seeking a second term and Puryear is 
seeking a term in her own right. Puryear was 
appointed as District 4 school board repre-
sentative to replace Boatright, who formerly 
represented District 4.

Qualifying for the May 24 local, state and 
national county primary elections will con-
tinue today, March 9 and tomorrow, March 
10 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. and will run through 
noon Friday, March 11. 

Qualifying will be held at the Pierce 

The Amris Extreme Bull Jam took place at 

the H3 Arena near Patterson over the week-

end and estimates put the attendance at over 

2,500 each night for the rodeo. Proceeds from 

the rodeo were still being tallied at press time, 

but indications are it was a big success. Pro-

ceeds will benefit the St. Jude Children’s Re-

search Hospital in Memphis, Tenn. Pictured 

above, Bull Rider Kevin “Rooster” McKeeman 

of Celina, TN, rides a bull during the rodeo. 

Pictured below left, Ross, Marlee and Ala-

ry Bedford are shown with one of the rodeo 

clowns at Friday’s event. Pictured below right, 

Ross Bedford is shown riding the mechanical 

bull at the rodeo. -Photos Courtesy Dave McKis-

sick Photography.
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Don’t forget to spring forward this 
weekend and set your clocks ahead one 
hour before going to bed Saturday night. 
Daylight Savings Time begins at 2 a.m. 
Sunday, March 13. 

Safety officials also encourage res-
idents to use the time change as a re-
minder to change batteries in smoke 
alarms and test the alarm.
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