
Vielee Martin Hester was 

known for sharing a Bible 

verse on her Facebook page 

every morning. William “Bill” 

Pittman served his country 

honorably in the United States 

Marine Corps. Faron Peacock 

built airplanes at Gulfstream 

Aerospace in Savannah be-

fore becoming disabled and he 

loved baseball, especially the 

Atlanta Braves. Joan Denissa 

“Necie” Davis was a native of 

Pierce County and former ad-

ministrative assistant to the 

director of nursing at Pierce 

County Nursing Home (now 

Harborview -Pierce County). 

All four of them repre-

sent the human toll of the 

COVID-19 coronavirus. Hes-

ter, Pittman and Peacock are 

Pierce Countians who have 

died from the disease so far. 

Davis was a resident of Ware 

County, but grew up here.

Hester, a resident of 

Continued on Page 3

Greg Stone, candi-

date for Pierce Coun-

ty Sheriff, continues 

to make claims that 

offi cers employed 

by the Pierce Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Offi ce 

(PCSO) and Black-

shear Police Depart-

ment (BPD) have 

been “double dipping”  

— receiving pay from 

both agencies for the 

same time worked.

In recent weeks, 

however, Stone has 

narrowed those alle-

gations down to one 

full-time BPD offi cer, 

Robby Boatright  — also a can-

didate for sheriff. Boatright says 

Stone’s allegations are politically 

motivated.

Continued on Page 5
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Our oldest resident 

has died -  Page 5

Alberta Sweat, believed to be Pierce 

County’s oldest resident, has died. 

Sweat, 104, passed away last 

Wednesday, April 22. 

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

School system, locals rally 

around PCHS Class of 2020 as 

they navigate an abrupt end to 

their senior year and lifelong 

memories waiting to be made 

suddenly no more. The commu-

nity unites to recognize, support 

students living through a time of 

trauma we won’t soon forget.
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Pierce County High School 

seniors may still walk across a 

stage to receive their diplomas 

later this year, but last Friday, 

high school administrators and 

staff cheered them on as they 

drove by PCHS to pick up their 

caps and gowns.

Graduation, initially set 

for May 22, has been canceled 

due to the ongoing threat of 

COVID-19, but another cere-

mony may be rescheduled at a  

later date. (See related story).

A giant Class of 2020 banner 

and balloons was posted at the 

fi rst roundabout Friday morn-

ing to congratulate seniors and 

yard signs for each senior lined 

the driveway to the school. 

Principal Dara Bennett 

and other staff members then 

moved those signs, 235 in total, 

to line both sides of Main Street 

in Blackshear from the post of-

fi ce to First Baptist Church. 

Another 18 signs weren’t ready 

yet, but will be posted later, 

Bennett says.

Virus test 
site set up 
in B’shear

The Georgia National Guard was on site 

fi rst thing Monday morning at a drive-thru 

COVID-19 (coronavirus) testing site outside 

Emmanuel Baptist Church at the Warehouse 

Student Ministry Building.

The Guard unit, assisted by local law en-

forcement and emergency management agen-

cies, will operate the site from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

– or until testing supplies run out – every day 

this week, says Lieutenant Kathryn Miller, of-

fi cer in charge of the site.

The virus nose swab test is free and avail-

able to the public. No appointment is needed. 

The test takes only a few seconds to perform, 

and results are typically available within 48-72 

hours, Miller says.

Patients and the Department of Public 

Health will be contacted with results. The tests 

are processed at a facility in Augusta.

In the fi rst half hour Monday morning, the 

Guard tested approximately 20 people. A total 

of 130 individuals were tested from Pierce, 
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Pictured at top: Jaeden Lincoln and Krista Sauls were all smiles after 

picking up Lincoln’s cap and gown. Above, PCHS Principal, and soon to 

be new school superintendent, Dara Bennett, puts down a yard sign for 

a graduating senior on Main Street.

At left, Athletic Direc-

tor Brandon ‘Rock’ 

Jernigan crosses 

Main Street Friday 

afternoon with a 

handful of signs for 

Class of 2020 grad-

uates. The signs line 

both sides of Main 

Street from the post 

offi ce to First Baptist 

Church.

Pfc. Chrisember Brice administers a nasopharyn-

geal COVID-19 test in Blackshear, GA.  

                          – Photo by 1st. Lt. Joe Reynolds

Politics or 
problem?

Nat’l Guard tests 130 Mon. from 

Pierce, surrounding counties

Seniors pick up 

caps and gowns;

Signs line Main 

Street for each 

2020 graduate

Tornado 
hits Pierce

A weak tornado touched down 

in the southern part of Pierce 

County Thursday afternoon caus-

ing damage to roofs and utility 

buildings, but there were no inju-

ries. 

“The National Weather Service 

(NWS) has confi rmed they had a 

radar indicated tornado,” says 

Emergency Management Agency 

Director Santo Niño. 

According to the NWS reports, 

the twister was fi rst noted about 
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Virus claims four beloved Pierce Countians

Robby Boatright

Greg Stone

Stone alleges 

corruption; 

‘political stunt,’ 

says Boatright
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Murray is new PCHS 

Principal – Page 11


