
Looking for a way to spread a 

little kindness and goodness these 

days?

The Red Cross 

will be hosting 

two blood drives 

in honor of Amris 

Bedford in com-

ing weeks. Bed-

ford is currently 

undergoing can-

cer treatment at 

Cont. on Page 5

Pierce County Schools will be 

closed through Friday, April 24. 

Governor Brian Kemp issued 

an executive 

order Thurs-

day, March 

26, extending 

the statewide 

public school 

closure from 

T u e s d a y , 

March 31, to 

the new date 

in April. 

S c h o o l s 

may re-open 

Monday, April 

27.

The gov-

ernor initial-

ly ordered 

all public 

schools closed 

Wednesday, 

March 18, 

as the state 

continues to 

take steps to slow the spread of 

COVID-19 (coronavirus). Pierce 

County Schools have been closed 

since Tuesday, March 17.

All state mandated testing and 

Continued on Page 5

LOCALS SPREAD LOVE & CHEER
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If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our offi ce at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
•Wall’s IGA  • Harveys  
• Kroger  
• Farmers & Builders (ACE)

Amris Bedford

No Fooling! -  Page 8B

Is it really true? Area farmers are reporting a rash of 

goat thefts in the area. This April Fool’s Day be sure 

to keep an eye out. Don’t let anybody get your goat!

• PC Schools 

gives instruc-

tion for at home 

work for stu-

dents – Page 5

• School meal 

delivery re-

sumes – Page 5

• Anonymous 

donor partners 

with McDon-

ald’s to feed 

Pierce County 

kids. – Page X5
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WHEN YOU’RE ON YOUR OWN,
WE ARE THERE WITH YOU.

As the United States faces the worst 

public health crisis in a generation, we 

want you to know we are here for you — 

and with you.

Whatever happens, whenever it 

happens, your newspaper will be 

there for you. We’ll be there to let you 

know how our community is managing 

through this crisis — from business to 

government to the health care system 

and schools to the drastic impact on 

individuals and families. 

And  we’ll be there to let you know 

about the good and extraordinary 

things happening in the midst of 

this crisis — the good-hearted citi-

zens who wave to quarantined senior 

citizens from outside their nursing 

home windows, the volunteers bring-

ing food to elderly people who cannot 

leave their homes, the health workers 

putting themselves in harm’s way to 

care for the sick.

Amidst the sadness and anxiety, 

there are uplifting moments that re-

mind us of the resilience of the hu-

man spirit, and we’ll be there to docu-

ment those too.

We are here to help you make sense 

of the situation and to help you navigate 

it.

Having fact-based, reliable report-

ing that provides public scrutiny and 

oversight is more important than ever. 

Together, across the decades, this news-

paper and its readers have navigated 

horrifi c events — natural disasters, fi -

nancial downturns, periods of extreme 

political and societal division.

This challenge may be greater than 

any of those, but, rest assured, we’ll be 

here for you. Pierce County is a resilient 

place where people come together to 

build and rebuild. Let’s stick together, 

and we will come through this, too.

Offi cials ask 

churches 

not to meet

Pierce County now has two confi rmed cases 

of COVID-19 (coronavirus), and health offi cials 

released a statement Monday asking members 

of Macedonia Missionary Baptist Church and 

Piney Grove Freewill Baptist Church to self-iso-

late due to possible exposure with one of the lo-

cally confi rmed cases.

The statement reads: “If you or someone you 

know has attended Piney Grove Freewill Bap-

tist Church in Blackshear or Macedonia Mis-

sionary Baptist Church in Patterson you may 

have been exposed to COVID-19. You should 

monitor your health for fever, cough or short-

ness of breath for 14 days from the last time you 

attended a church service at that location. You 

should not go to work or school and should avoid 

public places during that period of time.”

Department of Public Health offi cials also 

advised anyone who gets sick with fever, cough 

or shortness of breath, to contact their primary 

care provider, urgent care center or Federally 

Qualifi ed Health Center and tell them about the 

potential COVID-19 exposure. Physicians may 

choose to monitor those individuals more closely 

or test them for COVID-19.

DPH spokespersons will not disclose any 

further demographic information about the in-

dividuals who have tested positive for the virus, 

citing patient privacy laws, but county and city 

offi cials received word from DPH over the week-

end urging area churches not to gather for ser-

vices and recommending all communities follow 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines to 

limit gatherings to 10 people or less and for in-

dividuals to stay six feet apart.

“It’s our general recommendation to please 

Continued on Page 5

Janice Lloyd waves to therapy dog Chico through her bedroom window at Harborview. Karen Herndon, Chico’s 

owner, and other locals gathered on the Harborview lawn last Wednesday to wave to residents and hold up 

signs of encouragement during their time of quarantine due to COVID-19. Chico’s shirt encouraged residents 

to ‘Stay Paw-sitive.’                  – Photos by Sarah Tarr Gove

School 

closures 

extended

Two Pierce churches potentially 

linked to local coronavirus case

Red Cross to host two 

drives in honor of Amris

‘Stay Paw-sitive’

Donate 

blood for 

Bedford

Pierce County’s funeral direc-

tors have been grappling with how 

to respectfully bury the dead, hon-

or a grieving family’s wishes, and 

still comply with state and federal 

guidelines for slowing the spread of 

COVID-19.

Schools are closed, some business-

es shuttered and many locals working 

from home as a result of the coronavi-

rus pandemic, but not every aspect of 

daily living can stop on a dime.

“Nothing stops mourning,” says 

Mark Godwin of Pearson-Dial Funer-

al Home. “We’re trying everything we 

Continued on Page 8A

Virus forces families to grieve loved ones privately

Pictured (l-r): Haley Griffi n, Josey Griffi n, Jolee Griffi n, 

Monie Thrift and John Agie Griffi n held up homemade 

signs and waved to residents at Harborview, spreading 

cheer and encouragement last week.

Casey Winn and Crystal Winn with daughters Elise 

Winn and Brooklynn Winn held signs of appreciation 

for Harborview staff and spread a little love last week 

to residents who waved from their bedroom windows.

Locals gathered on the lawn at Harborview 

Health Systems and Garden View Assisted Living 

to spread a little cheer to senior citizens quaran-

tined inside due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Karen Herndon, local volunteer and proud 

owner of community therapy dog Chico, rounded 

up a few volunteers to make signs and balloons 

and wave to senior citizens from outside their 

nursing home windows last Wednesday.

Chico spread a little cheer too, sporting a 

T-shirt encouraging residents to ‘stay paw-sitive.’

The children also sang “Jesus Loves Me” to 

Gardenview residents gathered around their din-

ing room window.


