
All those packages tied up 
with string, ribbons and bows 
were shredded Christmas morn-
ing. Life for most Pierce Coun-
tians will return to normal to-
morrow, December 26, but now 
the question is what to do with 
all the holiday trash?

Not to worry  — the trash 
truck will soon arrive. Republic 
Services will run their routes a 
day later than normal, picking 
up residential trash in Black-

shear and Pierce County Friday 
and Saturday this week.

Area trash routes will take 
at least an hour longer each day 
for the after Christmas pick up 
schedule due to the large volume 
of trash, says Republic Opera-
tions Manager John Nail.

Holiday trash volume is typi-
cally up by 20 percent for the fi ve 
days after Christmas, and trash 
truck drivers have to leave their 
routes more often to dump the 
truck which slows the process 
down.

Continued on Page 2

Blackshear Police Depart-
ment will soon grow their K9 
division with the addition of 
Duke, a three-year-old choco-
late labrador. Duke is current-
ly in narcotics training at Deep 
South K9 in Waycross. 

The male lab comes to BPD 
as a donation from the Geor-
gia Police K9 Foundation. He’ll 
be assigned to Offi cer Breanna 
French with dual responsibili-
ties as a drug dog and for pre-
sentations at area schools when 
needed. French is a school 

Continued on Page 2

County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer was re-appointed 
for another year at a last-of-
the-year county commission 
meeting last week. 

Commissioners present at 
the called meeting unanimous-
ly voted to renew Rubenbauer’s 
contract.

The commission then ad-
journed into a 22-minute closed 
session to discuss personnel.

Third district Commissioner 
Randy Dixon was not able to at-
tend the meeting.

Rubenbauer has served as 
Pierce County’s manager since 
April 2017. 

During the meeting, the 
board also voted to re-appoint 
county clerk Amy Hitt and coun-
ty attorney 
F r a n k l i n 
Rozier. 

Rozier’s 
a p p o i n t -
ment was 
made at 
the close of 
the regu-
lar agenda. 
R u b e n -
bauer and 
Hitt’s reap-
pointments were announced af-
ter the closed session. 

“Out with the old and in 
with the new” will have new 
meaning at Pierce County 
High School in the waning 
days of 2019 and fi rst days 
of 2020. 

The last school bell for 
the old Pierce County High 

School rang Friday, Decem-
ber 13, as high school stu-
dents got an extra week of 
Christmas holidays to allow 
time for the move in to the 
new school. Opening day for 
the new PCHS will be Mon-
day, January 13, 2020. 

Maintenance crews, fac-
ulty, staff and even students 

Continued on Page 5

Household trash up 20 
percent after Christmas

CHRISTMAS CLEANUP
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It’s a new era!
Students, staff move in to brand new PC High School

Pictured from (l-r): Haden Smith assists Coach Brandon “Rock” Jernigan with a book case. Seth 
Armstrong moves in a panel, while Jake Smith, Candace Culver, Amy Nimmer and Jorge Perez 
unload furniture from a trailer.

Students are pictured 
in the upper hallway of 
PCHS on the fi rst day 
class in 1981. 

Students walk the 
same hall on the very 
last day of class at the 
old school.

J. Rubenbauer 
re-appointed 
as PC manager

Republic Services truck driver Jackie Strickland collects Pierce County trash during the Friday route before Christmas. 
                     – Photos by Republic Supervisor Kevin Boyette

The bins were all placed by the curbside with care, 
in hopes the trash truck soon would be there

Jackie Strickland peers down from his perch in the driver’s 
seat of a Republic Services trash truck. He’ll most likely 
be working extra hours after Christmas to keep up with the 
extra holiday trash. Route schedules will be a day later than 
normal for Pierce County and Blackshear residents.

Amy Hitt, Franklin Rozier confi rmed again 
as clerk, county attorney for another year

BPD gifted ‘Duke’ 
as new K9 recruit


