
Pierce Co. 
to receive 
$500,000 
grant for 
road work

BPD, DOT to monitor new traffi c signal at County Farm Rd.

FRESH START

Rasual Nelson, 28-year-old 
Waverly resident, was arrested 
at Oak Plaza Inn last Wednesday 
afternoon on sev-
eral drug-related 
charges.

Nelson’s arrest 
is most likely con-
nected to an offi cer 
involved shooting 
that occurred mo-
ments earlier in 
the Comfort Inn 
parking lot. The 
suspect in that instance fl ed to Oak 
Plaza.

Video footage taken from a busi-
ness across the street shows offi cers 
surrounding a hotel room where 
Nelson soon exits with his hands 
raised as one offi cer instructs him 
over a loud speaker to come out of 
the room with his hands up. 

Tyler Scales, reportedly shot 
while attempting to fl ee from an 
offi cer at Comfort Inn just down 
the street, was also arrested from 
that motel room at the Oak Plaza 
Inn and taken by ambulance to Me-
morial Satilla Health in Waycross. 
Scales was later transported to a 
Jacksonville hospital (see related 
story).

Approximately 20 minutes 
passed from the time shots were 
fi red at Comfort Inn until Nelson 
and Scales were apprehended at 
Oak Plaza Inn.

Nelson is charged with posses-
sion of methamphetamine, posses-
sion of Schedule IV drug, posses-
sion of Schedule II drug, 
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A preliminary review has 
cleared a Pierce County Sher-
iff’s deputy of wrongdoing in 
an offi cer involved shooting in 
Blackshear last Wednesday af-
ternoon.

An investigation into the 

shooting is now underway by an 
outside agency. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett de-
clined to identify the deputy 
until he receives a full report 
into the matter. Bennett would 
not reveal the agency currently 
conducting the use of force in-
vestigation.

Per PCSO policy, the deputy 

was placed on administrative 
leave with pay until a prelim-
inary report cleared him of 
wrongdoing. The deputy, who 
has been employed with PCSO 
“for a while” Bennett says, has 
since returned to work. 

“He was on administrative 
leave with pay for a few hours 
until we got the preliminary re-
port back,” Bennett says.

The shooting occurred 
Wednesday, July 24, shortly 
before 1 p.m. when the PCSO 
deputy stopped Tyler Scales, re-

portedly a Blackshear resident, 
in the Comfort Inn parking lot 
on Main Street and attempted 
to serve a fi rst degree burglary 
warrant for another jurisdiction.

As the investigator ap-
proached Scales’ vehicle to take 
him into custody, Scales tried 
to run over the deputy, Bennett 
says.

The deputy then fi red his 
gun. 

Bennett would not yet con-
fi rm the number of shots fi red, 
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Pep rally in B’shear 
Park next Thursday 
Better Hometown will host a pep ral-
ly in the park next Thursday, August 
8, at 6 p.m. for locals to meet and 
greet new Bears Head Coach Ryan 
Herring and the team. Come out for 
food trucks, giveaways and the Sound 
of Silver, too. More details on Page 7.
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The new school year that begins 
next Wednesday, August 7, prom-
ises to be a historic one for Pierce 
County Schools.

Bells will ring county-wide 
next Wednesday morning as the 
new term begins for 2019-2020 — 
and the new term will include the 
opening of the new Pierce County 
High School. 

Dr. Kevin Smith, superinten-
dent of Pierce County Schools, 

says he is looking forward to the 
new school year, which he says 
will come with plenty of challenges 
and new opportunities.

“A new school year always 
brings about new challenges for 
our staff and students. We look 
forward with great anticipation 
and excitement to the opportuni-
ties and experiences this year will 
provide for our staff as we contin-
ue to encourage and support all of 
our students in reaching their ed-
ucational goals and dreams,” says 

Dr. Smith. 
Over 3,570 students are report-

edly expected to start classes open-
ing day. The enrollment is in line 
with last year’s opening day.

The brand new PCHS is offi cial-
ly set to open January 13, 2020, 
as students return for the second 
semester. Move in for faculty and 
staff is expected to take place over 
the Christmas holidays.

“Work continues on the new 
PCHS facility in order to meet the 

Continued on Page 7

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Rasual Nelson

Call it Christmas in July.
Pierce County has been awarded a 

$500,000 grant to help offset costs of the 
almost $2.1 million Cason Road widen-
ing and resurfacing project. 

“I am just very excited to receive 
this news,” said County Manager Jason 
Rubenbauer. “This will help the county 
out a lot and will allow us to continue to 
make road improvements.” 

The county received a Feder-
al Highway Works Administration’s 
(FHWA) Safety Grant in the amount of 
$911,534.88 earlier this year. The en-
tire project came to almost $2.1 million, 
meaning the county was faced with hav-
ing to fund the remaining $1.1 million. 

The county will now provide about 
$411,000 as its share of the project.

In addition to the FHWA project on 
Cason Road, the Transportation Invest-
ment ACT (TIA)/Transportation Special 
Local Option Sales Tax (T-SPLOST) 
will pay for widening and resurfacing of 
Ware Street Extension in the amount of 
$1.76 million. 

“That kind of money is hard for us to 
come up with, so we asked our legisla-
tive delegation to help us out and they 
came through for us in two days,” the 
manager said. “This is a great help to 
us.”

Rubenbauer talked with State Rep-
resentative Steven Meeks (R-Jesup), 
State Senator Tyler Harper (R-Ocilla) 
and Ann Purcell, fi rst district represen-
tative and chairperson of the Georgia 
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Maggie James, daughter of BES teacher Evan James, and friend, Skye Eason, paint a door sign at BES. The girls, both 
seniors at Pierce County High School, are excited about moving into their new school later this year.

Nelson 

arrested 

for drug 

charges 

at motel

School bells will ring in Pierce Wednesday

Motorists are advised 
to use caution at the U.S. 
Highway 84 and County 
Farm Road intersection as 
school starts next week.

Blackshear Police De-
partment won’t be directing 

school traffi c at the busy 
intersection when school 
starts back August 7 now 
that a new traffi c signal is 
in place there. Georgia De-
partment of Transportation 
(GDOT) turned the light on 

last Wednesday morning.
Offi cers will, however, be 

keeping a close eye on traffi c 
fl ow at the intersection.

“We will have an in-
creased presence at the light 
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Law enforcement offi cers work the scene at Oak Plaza Inn where burglary 
suspect, Tyler Scales, was apprehended last Wednesday afternoon.

Motorists urged to use caution as school resumes
A Department of 
Transportation 
crew member 
gives a thumbs 
up to coworkers 
to signal that 
the light was 
up and running 
last Wednesday 
morning, July 24. 

Initial report clears deputy in shooting

SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

PCSO deputy shoots, injures burglary 
suspect who tried to run offi cer over Wed.
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New faces, new school, new opportunities


