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Suspect in officer-involved shooting at Comfort Inn two years ago
pleads guilty – Page 7
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R.H.Tyson
to manage
PC stadium
renovation

PC transportation dir.
resigns for another job

Gove is
Chamber
director
Former Times’ editor’s
salary set at $37,440
Sarah Tarr Gove is the new
executive director of the Pierce
County Chamber of Commerce.
Gove was hired
by the Chamber of
Commerce’s board
during a called
meeting Tuesday,
May 4.
The board adjourned into closed
session and, after
reconvening, voted unanimously to Sarah Gove
hire Gove for the
job.
Board member Cheryl Williams
recused herself from the interview
process and from the vote due to a
Continued on Page 2
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Long
leaving
school
system
Pierce County Schools is looking for a new transportation director.
Jason
Long,
transportation
director of the
school system for
the past decade,
has resigned.
The board accepted his resignation during
last Thursday’s
work session.
Jason Long
Long is reportedly leaving to pursue another
career opportunity by going into
business for himself.
Long started with the school
system as a substitute teacher
in 2003 and as a substitute bus
driver in 2007 before joining the
staff full time.
The board also accepted the
resignation of Bears’ head basketball Coach Shan Garner. (See
story in the May 5 edition.)
The decisions came after an
11 minute closed session to discuss personnel.
The board also acted on several other personnel recommendations and resignations.
The board voted to hire Shannon Bennett as a speech teacher
at Blackshear Elementary, Mary
Katherine Carter as a teacher at
Midway Elementary,
Continued on Page 2

Hometown
newspaper of

BY JASON DEAL
Staff Writer

Center photo: Ross and Alary Bedford ‘get down’ to the Kinchafoonee Cowboys. Top right: Stacia Fuller
swings her daughter Talulah, around while dancing at Beats & Eats Friday night. Sherry Bowen, Fuller’s sister,
dances alongside them. Fuller’s husband, Jason Fuller, plays piano for the Kinchafoonee Cowboys. Bottom
right: Glenn Tennyson, lead singer for the band, starts to boogie.

Record turnout
for concert Friday

R.H. Tyson Construction of Blackshear will
be the construction manager for improvements
to Bear Stadium and the baseball and softball
fields.
The school board awarded R.H. Tyson Construction the bid for the project at its monthly
work session last Thursday morning.
R.H. Tyson had a general bid of $520,000
with a 3.75 percent construction management
fee of the total project cost.
Sheridan Construction of Macon was the
only other bidder.
Sheridan Construction had a general bid of
$530,845.00 and a construction management
fee of 3.5 percent for the total project cost.
A committee made up of school superintendent Dara Bennett, board chairman Duward
Boatright and facilities director Harbin Farr
scored the bids and recommended Tyson as the
construction manager.
“Tyson is local and their family has students in the school system and local labor will
be hired to do the projects,” Farr said in making the recommendation to go with R.H. Tyson
Construction.
Boatright echoed Farr’s remarks.
“I am proud to use a local contractor,” said
Boatright.
Continued on Page 5

Hundreds flock to Park to hear Kinchafoonee Cowboys
The weather was cool
and folks enjoyed being
out and about at Beats &
Eats featuring the Kinchafoonee Cowboys in the
city park Friday night.
Better Hometown
Manager Bethany
Strickland reported the
crowd of more than 800
attendees marked the
program’s largest Beats
& Eats turnout to date.
“All the vendors said
rave things about the
customers. Some ran
out of food, but no one
was upset or irritated
about waiting in line for
food. Everyone was so
polite,” Strickland said.

Siblings Brystol and Eli Dixon enjoy snow cones Jim Callahan and grandson,
at Beats & Eats. The concert marked the return James Callahan, had a good
time at the park Friday night.
of events downtown after the pandemic.

> More Beats & Eats photos – Page 7

Ham radio swap held in
Patterson – Page 7

BOC clears way for new
dollar store on Hwy. 121

Commissioners approved the rezoning of a tract on Georgia Highway
121 and St. Johns Church Road for the location of a Dollar General
Store. The map shows the proposed site of the store.

Commissioners
gave
unanimous approval to a
zoning change clearing the
way for a new Dollar General store at their regular
meeting Tuesday night.
A public hearing to receive input was held prior to
the meeting.
Plans call for the store to
be built on a 2.5 acre tract
at the corner of Georgia
Highway 121 and St. Johns

Church Road.
During the public hearing, two residents, Linda
Ward and Charles Ward,
spoke out in opposition to
the rezoning.
The Wards expressed
concerns about safety at the
Georgia Highway 121 and
St. Johns Road intersection and concerns the store
would lower property values
in the area.

Bill Nijem Jr., a representative of Teramore
Development, the company developing the store,
addressed the Wards’ concerns.
“There is no truth to
that. They are not facts,”
Nijem said.
Nijem asked Pete Schoenauer of Tidewater Engineering, Inc., to come up to
Continued on Page 5

If you paid $1 for this paper off
a news rack, we thank you! You
can save $17 per year by having
it delivered to your mailbox
each week by subscribing online
at theblacksheartimes.com or
calling our office at 449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA
• Kroger
• Dollar General
• Southern Ionics Minerals
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