
An accident during a 
Mite Division football game 
last Tuesday evening re-
sulted in a potentially se-
rious injury to 10-year-old 
lineman Zach Lee, but the 
community is now breath-
ing a sigh of relief after 
Lee’s family reports he is 
back home and expected to 
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The City of  Blackshear 
will now pay 5.9 percent 
more for residential garbage 
pickup but plans to absorb 
the increase rather than pass 
it on by raising residents’ 
monthly charge — at least 
for right now, city officials 
say.

Local residents are pay-
ing the lowest price in the 
area for household garbage 
service even though Black-
shear’s cost will be the sec-
ond highest among area mu-
nicipalities.

Blackshear households 
currently pay a monthly 
rate of $10.62 for garbage 
pick-up, which is included 
on city water bills. Approx-
imately 1,250 homes utilize 
the service. That charge is 

expected to remain the same 
for now, says Susan Fowler, 
city clerk.

The city’s cost per gar-
bage can has been $9.97 a 
month in recent years, but 
according to an agreement 
approved by council earlier 
this month, rose to $10.56 
per garbage can, per month, 

effective July 1, 2018.
The new contract will 

also allow a 1.5 percent in-
crease each year for the next 
three years.

Republic initially pro-
posed a rate of $10.99 per 
garbage can when negotia-
tions started a couple 
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BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor
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WHY WAIT? Get The Quality Furniture You Need At Gibson MCDonald!
If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $22 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox 
each week by subscribing online 
at theblacksheartimes.com or 
calling our office at 449-6693.

Subscribe now
and save more

Pierce beats Appling,  27-26,  plays for  

         Region title  – Page 6, 7

4
Cheer squad heads for Region  – Page 84

Lady Bears Cross-Country wins Region  – Page 74

It’s a great time to be a Bear!

Sound of Silver 1st in AA Division at Coffee – Page 74

One Act wins Region – Page 34

Druggist

is under

federal

scrutiny

Boy hurt in 

Rec. game 

will be ‘okay’

What is reported to be an on-going in-
vestigation into illegal prescription drug 
sales took an apparent detour here Mon-
day.

Local pharmacist, 51-year-old Travis 
Vincent Streat of Waycross, was arrested 
Monday — but later released without be-
ing charged.

Streat was taken into custody at his 
place of employment, Barber’s Pharmacy, 
during a joint Blackshear Police Dept. and 
Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) inves-
tigation. Officers were permitted by the 
store owners to conduct a search at the 
pharmacy Monday morning.

Reports indicate local police were as-
sisting federal agents in what has been 
termed an “on-going investigation” into 
opioid drug sales by Streat. Authorities de-
clined to explain why Streat was first tak-
en into custody and then released without 
charges but emphasized the investigation
into reported illicit sale of schedule II nar-
cotics is continuing. Streat, reached by 
phone, confirmed he had been taken into
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Temperatures are dropping, 
leaves are falling and it’s time 
for one of Pierce County’s most 
popular events  — The Pecan 
Festival of Georgia.  The fes-
tival, organized by the Black-
shear Exchange Club, is set for 
Saturday, November 3, from 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. in Blackshear City 
Park.

The Pecan Fest. offers some-
thing for every member of the 
family with carnival rides and 
bounce houses for children to 
a variety of craft and food ven-
dors and live entertainment on 
the main stage all day long.

Cole Tomlinson, Georgia 
Country Awards winner and 
PCHS student, will be the clos-
ing act Saturday afternoon. 

Continued on Page 2

A man pulls his garbage can to the roadside for pick up. Stock photo

Folks attending last year’s Pecan 

Festival peruse the variety of cars 

on display for the annual car show.

Sophomore linebacker Austin Jernigan hugs his 

mom, Angela, in an emotional moment following the 

Bears’ dramatic overtime win against Appling Friday 

night in Baxley.       Photo by Jennifer Carter Johnson

Pecan 

Fest. of 

Georgia 

Saturday

Pharmacist Travis Streat was 

questioned as part of ongoing

DEA/local investigation here, 

but released with no charges

Zach Lee expected to make 

full recovery after spinal injury

Blackshear has renegotiated a contract with Republic Services for garbage 

pickup and the city’s cost is rising nearly 60 cents per can, but residents won’t 

pay more just yet. Although, with a 1.5 percent annual increase built into the 

contract, a rate increase may happen within the three-year contract period.

Don’t forget to “fall back”.
Residents are reminded to set their clocks 

back one hour before they go to bed Saturday 
night as standard time begins and Daylight 
Savings Time ends at 2 a.m. Sunday, Nov. 4. 

Local fire officials also re-
mind residents to change the 
battery in their smoke alarm 
at the same time they change 
their clocks. Zach Lee

Advance voting turnout for 
the November General Elec-
tion may very well break Pierce 
County’s record of 4,000 early 
ballots cast in the 2008 General 
Election when President Barack 
Obama ran for his first term. 

Pierce Countians and voters 
across the state are turning out 
in higher numbers this year, 
most likely taking an interest in 
the hotly contested gubernatori-
al race between Secretary of 
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LET’S TALK TRASH ...

City residents pay lowest 

area rate for garbage pick up

CITY  RESIDENTS PAY             CITY PAYS

Offerman*  $14.22   None 
Alma   $14   $10.20
Waycross  $12.85   $7.77 
Baxley   $12   $10
Hoboken**  $12   $10.79
Nahunta  $11.10   $9.10
Patterson  $11   $10.03 
Blackshear  $10.62   $10.56

* Offerman residents are billed directly by Republic
** Hoboken contracts with Advanced Disposal out of Fla.

Daylight Savings ending Sunday

Turnout for 

early voting 

may break 

‘08 record
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