
It’s business as usual at Southern Ionics Miner-
als (SIM) in Offerman this week.

SIM announced Friday, August 2, that Chemo-
urs Company had purchased the mineral processing 
facility from Southern Ionics, Inc., but the change 
in ownership doesn’t appear to have affected SIM’s 
operations at the local sand fi ltration plant.

Stuart Forrester, former president of SIM, will 
remain at the helm as operations director responsi-
ble for Chemours’ Georgia operations. No changes to 
the company’s branding are planned.

“SIM is an established and recognized brand in 
Georgia and we will maintain our name and will op-
erate proudly as a wholly-owned subsidiary of The 
Chemours Company,” Forrester says. “In coming 
months it will be fully integrated into Chemours, 
operating with the same values and safety culture 
that is foundational to both companies. Chemours 
will support the company as SIM continues to grow.”

A mining expansion into Wayne County, an-
nounced last Fall, is still scheduled, too. That ex-
pansion was to include the hire of at least 100 addi-
tional employees across the region.

“The announced Wayne County project remains 
on track. This acquisition should have little impact 
on the development of the Jesup mine,” Forrester 
says. “The permits and operations strategy remains 
the same, with an emphasis on hiring employees 
and contractors locally, wherever possible. Both 
Chemours and SIM personnel will continue to de-
velop the mine as previously shared.”

Plans to increase the capacity of Offerman’s Min-
eral Separation Plant to process mineral concen-
trates from both the Jesup and Mission mines are 
reportedly still on track as well.

Offerman 
SIM mining 
operations
to continue

Pierce County stu-
dents headed back to 
school last Wednes-
day, August 7, for 
what has reportedly 
been a smooth start to 
a new school year.

School Supt. Dr. 
Kevin Smith told The 
Times Monday the 
new year was off to 
a “very positive and 
smooth start.”

Blackshear Police 
Chief Chris Wright re-
ported school traffi c fl ow at the new light on 
U.S. Highway 84 and County Farm Road ran 
smoothly on the fi rst day, too.

Ever been shocked by a water 
bill three, fi ve or ten times your 
average monthly rate? 

Blackshear residents may not 
have to pay an unexpectedly high 
bill due to an undiscovered water 
leak or busted line for much lon-
ger.

The city council is considering 
offering locals the option to buy 
into an insurance plan provided 
by ServLine to cover high water 
bills related to broken pipes and 
water leaks. Blackshear water 
and sewer customers who choose 
the plan would pay a nominal fee 
each month on their water bill. 
ServLine is a division of Sunbelt 
Insurance based in Chattanooga, 
TN.

“These people offer an insur-
ance service where anywhere 
from $1 - $2 a month a customer 
can have basically an insurance 
claim for their water,” says Trey 
Pearson, fi eld services director for 
Tindall Enterprises, Blackshear’s 
water system management com-
pany.

Exact rates are yet to be de-
termined. ServLine will review 
12 months of history on instances 
in which the city has granted cus-
tomer refunds for sewer charges 
related to water leaks and busted 
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B2S photos -  Pages 1B
Proud parents and grandparents across Pierce 
County submitted photos of their youngsters 
headed back to school or to their very fi rst day. 
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Chemours Company won’t alter 
SIM’s brand, day-to-day operations

Optional protection plan 
would be billed to city 
water customers monthly

Council mulls 
proposal to 
serve wine at 
park events

Blackshear City Council is considering a revision 
to the city park ordinance that would potentially al-
low for alcohol to be served in the park. 

The council discussed the matter in detail at a 
work session last week, but not all council members 
were on board with the suggested changes. 

A fi rst reading of the proposed ordinance ap-
peared on an agenda for the council’s monthly 
meeting last night after (The Times’) deadline, but 
was removed from an amended agenda sent to The 
Times late Monday.

While the proposed ordinance still prohibits in-
toxication in the park, it would allow for the city 
council to approve a permit to vendors interested 
in serving alcoholic beverages at an event.  Vendors 
would apply at city hall, pay a permit fee, and be 
subject to a background check by Blackshear PD. 
Approval of all permits would be at the discretion of 
the city council.

“I’m not sure that’s the route we need to go in 
Continued on Page 5

Top photo: Pierce County Bears Mickey Dixon, Jake 
Smith, Trevor Thoele, Dixon Knowlton, Deon Bell, Bev-
onte Scriven, Haden Smith, Jake Tyre, Jackson Martin, 
Orael Lockey and Cole Tomlinson toss free T-shirts 
into the crowd. Middle photos: Sound of Silver mem-
ber Courtny Courson signals she’s ready for the band’s 
performance at Thursday night’s pep rally in the park. 

Front row – Cheerleaders Hannah Emmond, Calli Ann 
Jones and Bailey Batten; back row – Genesis Walker, 
Selena Herrera, and Zoey Johnson perform their rou-
tine for the crowd. Bottom photos: Head Coach Ryan 
Herring addresses the crowd of Bear fans. Sound of Sil-
ver saxophonists Shaylynn Griffi n, Justin Herrin, Gavin 
Vaverchak and Dylan Clark perform. 

PEP RALLY 
IN THE PARK!
The heat may have been swelter-

ing but Bear fans still came out by 

the dozens for a pep rally in the 

park last Thursday night ahead of 

the team’s fi rst scrimmage against 

Wilcox County Friday. The Bears 

tossed out 200 free Better Home-

town T-shirts. Sound of Silver and 

the cheer squad entertained, too. 

Food trucks served a variety of 

yummy treats for attendees.

Big grins, few tears for 

opening day of school

Adalynn Shatteen, a student in Jill Dowling’s kindergarten class at Patterson Elementary, is shown getting 
some last minute instructions from her mother, Taylor Clark.                                       Photo by Jason Deal

At right, kindergartener Stella Smith gives MES 
Principal Dr. Walker Todd a high fi ve on her fi rst 
day of school.                    Photo by Sarah Gove

Ranson Thigpen is 
pictured with his par-
ents, Rebecca and 
Johnny Thigpen, Jr. on 
his fi rst day at BES.

Landon Hayes is proud to be a Bear. 
Hayes showS off his dance moves at 
pep rally in the park last week.

Blackshear 
may offer 
insurance 
for costly 
water bills


