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It was business as usual last week at Ace Pole – at least as far as employ-

ees and customers are concerned. The longtime Pierce County pole man-

ufacturer is under new ownership after the Eunice brothers sold the trio of 

family-owned companies to Beach Timber of Alma.  – Photo by Sarah Gove

Ace Pole Company, longstanding Pierce 

County industry located near Lairsey’s 

crossing, is now under new ownership.

Cecil and Garry Eunice, brothers and 

owners of the company, sold the business 

their father, Steve Eunice, founded more 

than 50 years ago, to Alma-based Beach 

Timber Company in an acquisition that 

was fi nalized Friday, July 31.

Continued on Page 5

Beach Timber buys Ace Pole Co.
BEARS 

RETURN!
After what seems to 

Pierce County Bears 

fans ‘an eternity’ of 

no sports programs 

to cheer for, the Bears 

and Lady Bears are 

taking the fi elds for 

practices and a few 

games this week 

   – Pages 6-7

Reading, 

writing and 

COVID-19
Monday marked a very diff erent fi rst day of school for 

Pierce County students as some walked into class with-

out their parents. Several students sported face masks 

and carried armfuls of cleaning supplies. Pictured at left: 

Karissa Gonzalez, a pre-K student at Midway Elementary 

School, gets a fi nal pep talk from her dad, Ricardo Gon-

zalez, before heading into class all by herself.      

– Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove

Pictured at left, 

Kade Crapps, gets 

one fi nal hug from 

dad Jared Crapps 

before heading to 

his kindergarten 

class at Patterson 

Elementary. 

– Photo by Jason 

Deal

(More B2S photos 

on Page 8B)

Leila Ruth Roberts, a fi rst grader at BES, is deep in 

thought on her fi rst day of school, but she managed not 

to cry.                – Photo by Matt Gardner

An application for 

a recall petition for 

Blackshear Councilman 

Shawn Godwin 

(District Five) has 

been fi led, but not 

yet verifi ed. 

Pierce County 

Board of Elec-

tions had until 

the close of busi-

ness yesterday, 

Tuesday, August 

11, to complete 

the verifi cation 

process and issue a recall 

petition, but the appli-

cation had not been ver-

ifi ed before The Times’ 

press deadline. See next 

week’s issue for further 

coverage.

The application was 

issued to District Five 

resident Sharon Ko-

manecky, Wednesday, 

July 22. Komanecky pro-

cured the needed signa-

tures  — representing 10 

percent of the registered 

voters at the time of God-

win’s last election 

in November 2019  

— and fi led the 

application last 

Tuesday, August 

4, ahead of her 

15-day deadline 

Friday, August 7.

“I believe it is 

in the best inter-

est of my district 

and the City of 

Blackshear to pursue a 

recall based on the ac-

tions of the city council 

since January. These ac-

tions have all been well 

documented and report-

ed,” Komanecky told The 

Times. “In gathering the 

signatures required for

Continued on Page 2

Shawn Godwin

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Shawn Godwin 

may face recall 

petition effort
Sharon Komanecky’s application 

for recall petition not yet verifi ed

BOE chair resigns to move to S.C.

School board chair-

person Linda Zechmann 

will resign her offi ce ef-

fective at the end 

of the day this 

Friday, August 

14.

Z e c h m a n n 

and her husband, 

Dr. John Zech-

mann, a local 

optometrist, will 

be relocating to 

South Carolina. 

Since she will 

no longer be a resident 

of Pierce County, Zech-

mann will no longer be 

able to serve in the job.

After Zechmann’s 

resignation is effective 

Friday, fourth district 

board member and 

vice chairman Duward 

Boatright will act as 

chairman until a suc-

cessor can be appointed. 

(See related sto-

ry.)

Z e c h m a n n 

submitted her 

resignation let-

ter to Governor 

Brian Kemp 

Thursday morn-

ing and also no-

tifi ed Secretary 

of State Brad 

Raffensperger 

and State School Su-

perintendent Richard 

Woods. She announced 

her resignation to School 

Superintendent Dara 

Bennett and her fellow 

board members at the 

close of last Thursday 

Continued on Page 8B

Linda Zechmann

Zechmann 

steps down

The Pierce County Sheriff’s 

race between incumbent Ram-

sey Bennett and challenger 

Robby Boatright was decided in 

a run-off election last night, Au-

gust 11 (after The Times’ dead-

line). 

Four candidates  — Bennett, 

Boatright, Greg Stone and Gary 

Simmons  — initially faced off 

for the offi ce of Sheriff in the 

June primary, marking the fi rst 

time in recorded county election 

history that many candidates 

have sought the job as the coun-

ty’s top law enforcement offi cer. 

Polls closed Tuesday night 

and votes were tallied after this 

week’s edition went to press. 

Visit www.theblacksheartimes.

com or The Times’ Facebook 

page today for election results. 

See next week’s print edition of 

The Times for a breakdown of 

voting results by polling loca-

tion.

More than 2,900, 23 percent 

of Pierce County’s total regis-

tered voters, cast an early ballot 

ahead of Election Day.

As of Friday, August 7, 2,154 

voters cast their early vote in 

person at the Board of Elections 

offi ce in the Courthouse Annex 

on Nichols Street during the 

three weeks of advance voting. 

Another 763 voters mailed in 

their absentee ballots, and a 

few more absentees were still 

trickling in to the elections of-

fi ce as late as Monday.

Aside from the sheriff’s run-

off, the only other  run-off elec-

tion appeared on the Democratic 

ballot. Joyce Marie Griggs and 

Lisa M. Ring vied for a chance 

to challenge Congressman Bud-

dy Carter (R-Pooler) for the fi rst 

district congressional seat. 

Results from that race will 

also be included on The Times’ 

website.

BENNETT OR BOATRIGHT?
Tuesday’s run-o�  election results available on The Times’ website

Fire chief recovers from 

COVID-19 – Page 5


