
A sixth Pierce Countian, Linda Bates, 

has reportedly died of COVID-19 (coro-

navirus). The 73-year-old woman’s death 

appeared in the De-

partment of Public 

Health (DPH) report 

Thursday, July 30. 

Edo Miller and 

Sons Funeral Home 

in Brunswick is re-

portedly serving the 

Bates’ family. No 

other details were 

available by The 

Times’ press dead-

line.

Pierce and Ware 

counties continue to 

report dozens of new 

infections each week, 

and area doctors are 

reportedly treating a constant fl ow of 

COVID-19 patients.

But, cases vary in severity, says Dr. 
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Much at stake: Educators 

prep for new school year

The fi nish line is in sight. 

The race to determine who 

will be Pierce County’s sheriff 

for the next four years will be 

decided in the primary run-off 

election Tuesday, August 11.

More than 1,300 have vot-

ed early in the run-off election 

for Pierce County Sheriff, and 

648 have already mailed in 

an absentee ballot. Early 

voting polls, housed at the 

Pierce County Board of Elec-

tions offi ce on Nichols Street, 

will remain open through 5 

p.m. this Friday, August 7.

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett 

and Black-

shear Police 

D e p a r t -

ment Ma-

jor Robby 

B o a t r i g h t 

have been 

e m bro i l ed 

in a heated 

run-off race 

since June 

when Ben-

nett fi nished with 48.48 per-

cent of the vote, approximate-

ly 1.5 percent shy of winning 

the race 

o u t r i g h t . 

Boatright 

f i n i s h e d 

with 39.18 

p e r c e n t . 

N e i t h e r 

r e t i r e d 

DNR rang-

er Gary 

S i m m o n s 

nor retired 

state trooper Greg Stone re-

ceived enough votes in the pri-

mary election to make it into 

the run-off.

As of Friday, 1,359 reg-

istered voters had cast an 

in-person ballot during the 

fi rst two weeks of advance 

voting, just 27 ballots short 

of total early voting turnout 

for the June primary election 

when 1,386 Pierce Countians 

voted early in person. 

A record number of 2,355 

absentee ballots were cast 

in the primary election after 

Secretary of State Brad 

Continued on Page 2A Blackshear woman has died 

of wounds she suffered in a shoot-

ing last Wednesday, July 29, and 

a Blackshear man 

has been charged 

with her murder.

Kay Dewberry, 

31, of Blackshear, 

died early Satur-

day afternoon, Au-

gust 1, at Orange 

Park Medical Cen-

ter in Jackson-

ville, from injuries 

she received in the 

shooting. 

The shooting occurred at about 

6:15 p.m. Wednesday, July 29, at 

a home in the community behind 

Farr’s Fine Furniture, located off 

U.S. Highway 84, in the south-

western portion of Pierce County.

Dewberry was initially taken 

by South Georgia EMS to Memo-

rial Satilla Health in Waycross 

and was later fl own by medical 

helicopter to Orange Park. 

Dewberry had reportedly been 

on life support in critical condition 

since the time of the shooting. 

According to Sheriff Ramsey 

Bennett, Matthew Johnsen, 32, 

has now been charged with Dew-

berry’s murder. Johnsen was tak-

en into custody shortly after 

Continued on Page 5

Back to School
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School will begin for the 2020-

2021 school year Monday, August 

10, marking the fi rst time class-

es have been held in almost fi ve 

months.

Classes were suspended in 

March due to the threat from 

COVID-19 (coronavirus) and the 

pandemic has prompted new rules 

and guidelines as this school year 

gets underway. 

Dara Bennett, who will observe 

her fi rst opening day as superin-

tendent of Pierce County Schools, 

says she is looking forward to the 

new school year. 

“We are looking forward to get-

ting back to school and some sense 

of ‘normal’,” Bennett said. “We will 

be taking all necessary precau-

tions to keep everyone safe. We 

are looking forward to a challeng-

ing year, but also an exciting year 

with excellence as our standard.”

Over 3,500 students are report-

edly expected to start classes open-

ing day. The enrollment is in line 

with last year’s opening day. 

In a change brought about by 

the virus, a virtual option is being 

offered by the school system. A to-

tal of 515 students have opted to 
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Matthew 

Johnsen

Ramsey Bennett Robby Boatright

COVID-19 
claims 6th 
victim here

Virus cases 

rise at jail
COVID-19 (coronavirus) has hit the 

Pierce County Jail. 

Sheriff Ramsey Bennett confi rmed 

Monday there are a total of 13 active 

cases at the jail. 

“We have eight inmates and fi ve em-

ployees who have tested positive for the 

coronavirus,” he said. 

Bennett said inmates are receiving 
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Jerrian Waters, fourth grade teacher at Midway Elementary School, and her daughter, Katie Waters, label fi le folders 

ahead of a new school year. The mother-daughter duo are looking forward to a new year, but are anxious about all 

the unknowns, too. Katie, a 2020 PCHS graduate, will follow in her mother’s footsteps pursuing a degree in middle 

grades math and science education while her mother nears the homestretch of her teaching career. Jerrian has been 

teaching in Pierce County schools for 25 years.

Woman 

shot last 

week dies

Sheriff ’s race ends Tuesday
   Early voting turnout for run-off higher 

in fi rst two weeks than in June primary

�

Matthew Johnsen 

faces murder charge


