
Mary Fran Grissom, wife of 
Blackshear mayor Kevin Grissom, 
is remembered by friends for her 
larger than life 
personality and 
neat appearance 
– never a hair out 
of place — for the 
stylist who hailed 
from Pittsburgh, 
PA.

Grissom died 
Monday evening, 
December 30, at 
Satilla Hospice 
House in Waycross 
following a battle with cancer. She 
was 60.

Grissom moved to Blackshear 
from Savannah when she married 
Kevin in 2012. She then took on 
the role of pastor’s wife, joining 
Kevin in ministry at Blackshear 
Church of God (BCOG) where she 
worked in children’s ministry, 
ladies’ ministry and sang in the 
choir.

“The fi rst thing everybody is 
going to notice is that she was al-
ways very well kept … but it’s her 
larger than life personality. She 
was an extremely vivacious per-
son, loving life,” said Amy Evors, 
worship leader at Blackshear 
Church of God. “Even through all 
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Seniors dance in 
new year at 12 p.m.

Who says we must ring in the New 
Year at midnight?

Area senior citizens bucked that tradi-
tion last Tuesday, December 31, and rung 
in 2020 at noon – 12 p.m. rather than 12 
a.m. – at Pierce County County Senior 
Center.

Seniors cheered and toasted each other 
with sparkling grape juice, counted down 
to the ‘new year’, and sang Auld Lang 
Syne. After ringing in 2020, several se-
niors danced with each other around the 
room while holiday music blared from the 
TV. 

They headed home – while the sun was 
still shining bright – amidst farewells of 
“see you again in the new year.”

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Man killed 
in mo-ped 
accident

A Pierce County man was killed Thursday, 
January 2, when his mo-ped was struck by a ve-
hicle on U.S. Highway 84  at its interection with 
Highway Avenue.

Jamichael ‘J. Mike’ Moore, 
25, was pronounced dead at the 
scene of the accident, which oc-
curred at approximately 9 p.m.

“He was a very likeable guy,” 
says Larry Lively, Moore’s un-
cle. “His personality is what 
really stands out. He wasn’t a 
talkative person like that, but 
he was alright.”

Moore had a young son, Live-
ly says.

“He loved his family,” Lively says.
According to Police Chief Chris Wright, Moore 

reportedly pulled out in front of Donna Deloach, 
61, of Blackshear, who was driving a Honda 
HR-V eastbound on Hwy. 84 towards Patterson. 
Deloach had a three-year-old passenger in her 
vehicle. Neither were hurt in the wreck.

The highway was closed to through traffi c 
for nearly two hours. Investigators cleared the 
scene at 10:45 p.m.

Rainge Memorial Chapel Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements for Moore. Funeral ar-
rangements were pending at press time.

Isabella Eaddy dances a jig with a big smile on her face at the Senior Center last week. Eaddy was thrilled 
to ring in 2020.

Terry and Marian Evans’ home on Pittman Street in Blackshear burned 
Sunday evening after a fi re is believed to have started in the garage.

Grissom 
recalled 
as friend 
to many

BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

Jamichael Moore, 25-year-old, was 
struck crossing Hwy. 84 Thursday

BOC was slated to approve 
qualifying fees last night

Blackshear’s ‘fi rst lady’ 
fought cancer three years

PC Senior Center holds midday New Year’s Eve party

Longtime Blackshear 
residents Terry and Marian 
Evans lost their home on 
Pittman Street to an early 
evening fi re Sunday, Jan. 5.

Marian Evans arrived 
home shortly before 5:30 
p.m. to see smoke billowing 
from the garage. Flames 

were visible when she 
raised the garage door. Her 
husband, Terry, was in the 
workshop at the time of the 
fi re and exited the property 
safely. Neither was hurt.

“I saw the smoke and 
then when I raised the ga-
rage door it kinda was fl am-

ing up ... it just went up real 
fast,” Mrs. Evans told The 
Times Monday, her voice 
breaking. “It just was gone 
so fast.” 

“When I pulled out of my 
driveway, I could see the 
fl ames over the trees,” 
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Busy year 
ahead for 
elections

Qualifying fees were slated 
to be set Tuesday night for what 
looks to be a busy election year. 

Pierce County voters will select 
their representatives for several 
local, state and national offi ces 
this year. 

Commissioners were to set 
qualifying fees for both partisan 
and non-partisan posts at their 
regular meeting Tuesday night 
(after The Times’ deadline).

Partisan offi ces up for election 
and their qualifying fees include 
sheriff ($1,616.40), clerk of court 
and tax commissioner ($1,392.25), 
county commissioners district 
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Local couple lose home, 
pets in weekend blaze

New traffic flow at PCHS 
next week –  Page 5

Mary Fran 
Grissom

Jamichael 
Moore

The map shows the new traffi c management 
plan that will be in place with the opening 
of the new Pierce County High School next 
Monday. PCHS principal Dara Bennett is 
asking for the public’s help and coopera-
tion to make the changes go smoothly.

At right: Vina Howell shows off her smooth 
dance moves at the Pierce County Senior 
Center New Year’s countdown.

HAPPY YEAR’S EVENOON


