
Pierce County is likely to have its clos-
est brush with “dangerous” Hurricane 
Dorian today (Wednesday, Sept. 4), but it 
appears the worst of the storm will stay 
off shore. 

Pierce County Schools were cancelled 
Tuesday and today (Wednesday, Sept. 
4) as a safety precaution due to the ap-
proaching storm. 

The latest projections Tuesday called 
for the storm to pass between 50-75 miles 
east of Georgia’s Atlantic coast. 

Pierce County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Director Santo Niño encour-
ages residents to stay weather aware.

“We need to watch ‘Dorian’ closely,” he 
said. “We are prepared for the storm.”

Hurricane Dorian is expected to bring 
wind up to tropical storm force (39 mph) 
and between 1-3 inches of rain as it passes 
by the area.
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It was her wedding day. 
Bobby held his only daughter, Bai-

ley, close for a special dance. As the 
music faded, the duo grinned and 
took their stances for an impromptu 
golf swing in opposite directions. A 
hole in one to be sure.

Bobby Buie may have retired from 

a long career with UPS, but he’s best 
known around town for his golf skills. 
Buie was a member of Blackshear 
High School’s 1979 golf team  — the 
fi rst to win a state championship  — 
and played two years for South Geor-
gia State College after high school. 
He teaches golf to local youths six 
days a week now at Lakeview Golf 
Club, putting his knack for identify-
ing and correcting golf swing prob-

lems to good use.
“I enjoy watching the kids get bet-

ter … see the look on their face,” Buie 
says. “I want to see them learn to love 
the game. The game will help make 
them a better person.”

The apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree in the Buie family. Love for the 
game of golf must run in their genes.

Bobby’s daughter, Bailey, had a 
club in her hand soon after she learned 

to walk. Her dad has been a lifelong 
coach, always by her side with a golf-
ing tip or a word of encouragement, 
but it took some slight of hand to get 
Bailey playing golf competitively. Bob-
by entered her in a youth tournament 
when she was nine  — without telling 
her it was a competition. 

Now, she wouldn’t have it any oth-
er way.
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Commissioners offi cially ap-
proved a .65 mill increase in tax-
es at a called meeting Thursday 
night, but the vote was not unan-
imous.

First district commissioner 
Harold Rozier Jr. did not answer 
“aye” but did not oppose the mo-
tion to approve the millage rate 
either. 

Throughout his tenure on the 
board, Rozier has advocated for 
fi nancial restraint and has rou-
tinely voted against budgets and 
millage rates. 

The vote came after the third 
and fi nal public hearing on the 
millage rate and budget. 

Two residents, Angela Strick-
land and Genevieve Pope, were 
the only citizens present at Thurs-
day’s hearing. Over the course of 
the three public hearings on the 
millage rate increase, only four 
residents attended. 

While both Pope and Strick-
land said that no one likes to pay 
taxes, they did not necessarily 
complain about the increase. 

“If it is used for road improve-
ments, we are all for that,” said 
Strickland. 

County chairman Neal Bennett, 
third district representative Randy 
Dixon and county manager Jason 
Rubenbauer all affi rmed the bulk 
of the $423,641 generated by the 
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BOC says

‘yes’ to 

.65 mill 

tax hike
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FOR LOVE OF THE GAME

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

At left, longtime golfer and instructor Bobby Buie works with student, Ethan Lowman of Blackshear, at Lakeview Golf Club. Center, Bailey Buie James, corrects a swing 
issue for her student Kinley Powell of Alma. At right, in this yellowed family photograph, Bobby Buie teaches his daughter, Bailey, a proper golf swing. The father, daughter 
team has spent years golfi ng, coaching together. Top right photo: Bobby Buie gives Lowman a few more pointers on the driving range.

The Buie duo play, coach their favorite sport together

Sewer improvements slated for Ware Street

Councilman Charles Broady discusses sewer issues within his 
district while standing near a manhole on Oden Street, a section 
of street that will have new and improved sewer lines next year.

Pictured (l-r): School 
Transportation Director 
Jason Long (hidden from 
view), School Supt. Dr. 
Kevin Smith, Police Chief 
Chris Wright and Sheriff 
Ramsey Bennett follow 
the storm’s track via 
satellite image during 
Monday’s briefi ng.

Hurricane Dorian may bring wind, rain
BY JASON DEAL

Staff  Writer

City residents in the Ware 
Street area will have “like 
new” sewer lines by the mid-
dle of next year.

The City of Blackshear 
has received a $750,000 Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) for sewer sys-
tem improvements through 
neighborhoods along Ware 
Street, Sycamore Street and 
Oden Street.

The grant was announced 
last Thursday by the Depart-
ment of Community Affairs 
(DCA) and Governor Brian 
Kemp’s offi ce. Blackshear’s 
award is one of $41 million 
in federal grants that will be 

distributed to 59 communi-
ties across the state for infra-
structure projects. 

Mayor Kevin Grissom was 
excited to hear the news last 
Friday.

“That’s great news!,” Gris-
som says.

“I am ecstatic. This is 
something,” agrees Council-
man Charles Broady. “This 
is really going to help us get 
some things done.”

The project area lies with-
in District Four, the district 
Broady currently represents.

Broady is in the middle of 
his fi rst term on city council, 
but has lived in District Four 

for years. Sewer issues have 
been a problem in the neigh-
borhood for a long time, he 
says.

The city has been “sitting 
on go” since they applied for 
the grant, Grissom says.

Much of the preliminary 
project work has already been 
done, but after receiving the 
funds, the city will have to ad-
vertise and bid out the work. 
Hofstadter and Associates, 
Inc., a Macon-based compa-
ny, is serving as the city’s en-
gineer for the project.

Chris Wright, Blackshear’s 
special projects coordinator 
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City receives $750K community development grant for the work

No arrests 
in Thurs. 
shooting

A Blackshear man is recover-
ing after he was shot last Thurs-
day morning. No arrests have 
been made in connection with the 
event.

Craig Henderson, 28, of Black-
shear, was shot in the hand in the 
incident which occurred on Wil-
low Lane between 9:30-10 a.m. 
last Thursday. Willow Lane is in 
the Ware and Cherry Street areas 
of the county just outside the city 
limits of Blackshear.
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   Emergency crews spend Labor Day holiday prepping for storm�


