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Frequently wash
or sanitize your hands

Wear a mask in 
public areas

Social distance 
at least 6 Feet 

If you are sick, stay home 
and call your 

health care provider

Christi’s Downsouth Living

3437 US Highway 84 • Blackshear, Ga • 912-223-6770 • Next to Jot ‘Em Down

Shop Local • Come see us for all your Christmas GIFTS!

Bears baseball to play 

around field upgrade
Pierce County Bears 

Baseball Season was left 
in limbo for a brief moment 
Thursday morning. 

Rann Tyson, of R.H. Ty-
son Construction, gave a 
presentation on improve-
ments to the athletic facil-
ities at Pierce County High 
School during the school 
board’s monthly work ses-
sion Thursday. 

In detailing the project, 
Tyson mentioned that the 
baseball field would not be 
playable during the course 
of the work. 

School superintendent 
Dara Bennett and board 
members were surprised. 

Second District board 
member Mitch Hall said the 
Bears had to be able to play 
at home. 

“We can’t just cancel the 
baseball season,” he said. 

“That won’t work.”
Tyson quickly formulat-

ed another plan assuring 
board members the base-
ball season could proceed 
as scheduled but contingen-
cy plans would have to be 
worked out and the prog-
ress of construction might 
be delayed.

“We can work around the 
baseball season,” he said. 
“We might just have some 
disruptions.”

Facilities director Har-
bin Farr confirmed baseball 
will be played at the high 
school this year.

“(T)he parking for the 
games will be moved from 
where it is now until the 
project is completed, but 
we will play baseball at 
PCHS this season,” he said. 
“Those details are currently 
being worked out.”

School board okays $4.3 million 

overhaul of baseball/softball fields

The Pierce County Board 
of Education approved the 
guaranteed maximum price 
of $4,383,158.54 for the next 
phase of athletic improvements 
at Pierce County High School. 

The board approved the 
GMP at their regular meeting 
Monday night. Rann Tyson 
of R.H. Tyson Construction of 
Blackshear made the presen-
tation at Thursday morning’s 
school board work session. 

The company, headquar-
tered in Blackshear is the con-
struction manager for the proj-
ect.

Tyson will receive a 3.75% 
fee of the total project as con-

struction manager — or about 
$158,427. 

The next phase of the work 
includes the relocation of the 
softball field, a new paved park-
ing lot, remodeling and enclos-
ing the batting cages, new boys 
and girls locker rooms, renovat-
ing the concession stands, new 
visitor bathrooms for softball/
baseball and a concrete work 
all around those areas. 

An option to save the current 
softball facility and convert it to 
storage was too cost prohibitive 
and won’t be pursued. 

During the course of the dis-
cussion, Tyson raised alarm by 
indicating baseball could not 
be played on the field while the 
work is underway. (See related 

story.)

The next phase will begin 
once the renovations to the sta-
dium are completed. The sta-
dium renovations will begin as 
soon as the Bears’ football sea-
son wraps up. 

Tyson gave a GMP of $5.529 
million on the Bear Stadium 
phase in August.

That phase of the work will 
include construction of a multi-
purpose facility at the entrance 
of the stadium which would 
feature multiple ticket booth 
stations on the front and con-
cession stands on the back side. 
Bathrooms will be added to the 
front side corners for both the 
home and visitors sides. They 
will be located separate from 
the concession stands to help 
with crowd control. Currently, 

all three facilities are located 

next to each other.

The proposal also calls for a 

concrete plaza to be installed 

the length of the front entrance, 

with a concrete walkway all the 

way to the home side bleachers. 

The costs of these projects 

will be covered by a combi-

nation of education special 

purpose local option sales tax 

(ESPLOST) dollars and cash 

reserves from the school sys-

tem’s general fund. The gener-

al fund monies have been freed 

up by assistance the system 

received as part of the Corona-

virus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security (CARES) Act/Ameri-

can Rescue Plan (ARP) recently 

approved by Congress.

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Thanksgiving 

Service to be 

held Nov. 21
The Community Thanks-

giving Service will be held 
at 6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 21, 
at the Blackshear Church of 
God. 

The Rev. Kevin Grissom, 
pastor of the Blackshear 
Church of God, will present 

the message. 
The event is sponsored 

annually by the Pierce 
County Ministerial Associ-
ation. The service resumes 
this year after being can-
celled by the COVID-19 
pandemic last year. 

RedistRicting Maps
Pierce County to remain whole after redistricting maps finalized by State Legislators

Pierce County will remain 
whole in the 1st Congressio-
nal District, the Georgia State 
House of Representatives and 
the Georgia State Senate under 
redistricting maps approved 
in the General Assembly last 
week. 

Pierce County will remain 
part of District 178 in the House 
of Representatives. 

Under the redistricting pro-
cess, the district is larger to re-
flect larger population increas-
es in the metro Atlanta area. 

Under the new map, District 
178 will include all of Pierce and 
Bacon Counties and portions of 
Appling and Wayne Counties. 

Currently, district 178 is 
composed of all of Pierce and 
Brantley Counties and portions 
of Wayne and Appling Coun-
ties.

Under the newly-approved 
map, Brantley County has been 
shifted into a new district to the 
south with all of Charlton and 
Clinch Counties and portions of 
Ware County. 

State Representative Steven 
Meeks (R-Screven) currently 
represents district 178.

On the Senate side, Pierce 
will be on the very north side 
of the district. The district will 
include fewer counties than 
the current district, but will in-
clude the much larger Lowndes 
County.

In the new Senate district, 
Pierce County will now be part 

of District 8, which will include 
Atkinson, Clinch, Echols, Lani-
er and Lowndes County and a 
large  part of Ware County.

Currently, Pierce County 
is in District 7, which includes 
Atkinson, Bacon, Ben Hill, Ber-
rien, Coffee, Irwin, Pierce and 
Ware counties and portions of 
Charlton and Wilcox counties.

State Senator Tyler Harper 
(R-Ocilla) currently represents 
Pierce County. Harper is leav-
ing the State Senate to run for 
State Agriculture Commission-
er. 

Pierce County will remain in 
the 1st Congressional District 
under the proposed map. 

Under the new map, Pierce 
County would be in District 1 
with Appling, Bacon, Brant-
ley, Bryan, Camden, Candler, 
Charlton, Chatham, Evans, 
Glynn, Liberty, Long, McIn-
tosh, Montgomery, Tattnall, 
Toombs, Treutlen and Wayne 
Counties and a porition of Can-
dler County. 

Echols and Lowndes Coun-
ties to the west would move into 
District 8 and Effingham to the 
north would move into District 
12.

Lawmakers convened for the 
special legislative session for 
redistricting last week. 

Under Georgia law, the leg-
islature must adopt new dis-
trict boundaries every 10 years 
to account for population shifts 
reflected in the U.S. Census.

New Georgia State House of Representatives District 178 map.

New Georgia State Senate District 8 map. Veterans Day Celebration  -  See Page 12


