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Georgia’s hands free cell phone law (HB 

673) has been in effect for nearly a month, 

but how likely is it that motorists traveling 

through Pierce County will get a ticket for 

taking a phone call or texting while driving?

Most local law enforcement agencies are 

giving warnings for now, but don’t rule out 

the possibility of receiving a citation.

Blackshear Police Chief Chris Wright 

says “it depends on the circumstances” as 

to whether his officers will write tickets for 
first time offenders caught talking or texting 
while on the road. Those who exhibit dis-

tracted driving that results in an immediate 

hazard to the public are more likely to get a 

ticket. 

The Pierce County Sheriff’s Office is tak-

ing a similar approach. Deputies haven’t 

written any tickets yet, but have stopped 

a few drivers and issued warnings. Sheriff 

Ramsey Bennett reports the level of dis-

tracted driving due to cell phone usage ap-

pears to have decreased since the new law 

went into effect July 1. 

“People for the most part are following 

the law,” Bennett said. “The majority of peo-

ple realize it was needed.”

Continued on Page 2

By Sarah Tarr Gove

News Editor

Friday afternoon’s 

heavy rains in Blackshear 

have been classified as a 
flash flood, says Emergency 
Management Agency Direc-

tor Leonard Roberts. 

Four inches of rain fell 

within 45 minutes, primar-

ily in the downtown area 

and out Ware Street Ext. 
But by 8 p.m., the water 

drained off.

No one was injured 

during the flooding. Two 
vehicles drowned on Miles 

Farm Road and Jacobs 

Drive and had to be towed. 

“I always say, ‘turn around 

and don’t drown’,” Roberts 

advised.

The 3.6-4.2 inches of 

rainfall was concentrated 

along Ware Street, Cason 

Road and Sandy Bottom, 

and within the Blackshear 

city limits. 

Johnson and Taylor 

Streets were closed due to 

flooding and water was run-

ning through Carter’s Fried 

Chicken at one point during 

the storm. Williamson 

Road, a dirt road off Ware 

Street Ext., was still closed 
Monday morning due to a 

wash out.

Prior to Friday’s rain, 

the Satilla River level was 

at 10.9 feet and the Alaba-

ha River was at 7.56 feet. 

The four inches of rain Fri-

day resulted in an increase 

on the Satilla to 13.4 feet.It 

was still rising Monday, 
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Sarah Gove has joined 

the staff of The Blackshear 

Times. 

Gove, a Pierce County 

native, is news editor 

and will be respon-

sible for providing 

consistent, thorough 

coverage of the com-

munity.

Gove, and her 

husband Jeremy, re-

turn to Blackshear 

from Claxton where 

she served the last 

five years as editor of The 

Claxton Enterprise. 

“Spreading your wings is 

a necessary part of life, but 

home is where my heart 

has always been and I’m 

grateful for the opportuni-

ty to return to Blackshear,” 

Gove said. “I look forward 

to working with the 

dedicated staff at 

The Times in provid-

ing our community 

and faithful sub-

scribers with timely, 

relevant, interesting 

news coverage.”

Gove is a gradu-

ate of Truth Chris-

tian Academy in 

Blackshear and Mercer 

University where she re-

ceived a bachelor’s degree 

in journalism and English. 
Continued on Page 2

The Red Cross will sponsor a blood drive from 1-7 p.m. at the 
Offerman Baptist Church Tuesday, July 31, in memory of the late 
Pastor Marshall Dixon.  Pastor Dixon served many South Georgia 
churches and faithfully donated blood. He passed away Jan. 27. 

 “We hope you will come and give in memory of Bro. Marshall. 
He dedicated his life to the eternal salvation of others and was a 
generous blood donor,” said a family friend.

Blood supplies, especially Type O+, are at dangerously low lev-
els. For more information, call 1-800-REDCROSS.

Gove joins The Times staff

By Sarah Tarr Gove

News Editor

H
ow small of a space 

are you willing to 

call home? 

The popularity of shows 

like HGTV’s Tiny House, Big 

Living and Tiny House Hunt-

ers prompts the question why 

are tiny homes   — typically 

under 500 square feet — be-

coming a national trend?

One former Patterson cou-

ple is in the process of con-

structing their own tiny 

home on a corner lot in 

Blackshear.

Kriss and Maureen 

Bowers are following 

one of the most popular 

trends for tiny homes 

— downsizing for a sim-

pler life.

The growing pop-

ularity of tiny homes 

across the nation is 

often for economic rea-

sons, as the average 

cost of owning and 

maintaining a tiny 

home is much less than 

that of a traditional 

home.

According to one nation-

al survey, 78 percent of tiny 

house residents own their 

home compared to 65 percent 

of individuals living in tradi-

tional houses, and tiny home 

residents are less likely to 

carry a mortgage. 

As a result, the owners of 

tiny homes have more savings 

in the bank than the average 

American and less credit card 

debt. These folks are twice 

as likely to have a masters 

degree, presumably directing 

their income towards higher 

education instead of a hefty 

mortgage payment.

The tiny home trend could 

be a benefit for cities. In the-

ory, citizens who would typi-

cally never be able to afford 

traditional home ownership 

can purchase a tiny home, 

potentially growing the local 

tax base and boosting eco-

nomic activity. Small homes 

are attractive to millenials 

looking to live simply, cheap-

ly and relatively mobile as 

well as retirees who wish to 

downsize their living space.

Maureen Bowers under-

stands. She faces some health 

challenges that make clean-

ing a typical home difficult.
“We really don’t need more 

space than this,” she says.

Tiny homes can present 

uncharted territory where 

zoning regulations are con-

cerned, however. Existing 
zoning regulations can make 

it challenging for homeown-

ers to find land on which to 
construct their tiny home or 

to obtain proper permitting 

once they do find property. 

Financing and homeowner’s 

insurance may also be a logis-

tical nightmare for individu-

als navigating the tiny home 

market.

The move to smaller, but 

hopefully simpler, living 

hasn’t actually been that easy 

for the Bowers.

Kriss and Maureen had 

thought constructing a 620 

square foot home on Yeo-

mans Street would be the 

most affordable and speediest 

option after they sold their 

more-traditional Patterson 

home.

But not so. 

The Bowers built a home 

in Patterson years ago, before 

zoning regulations were im-

plemented.

“We walked into (building 

this new home) blind because 

we didn’t realize all of 

the crazy rules they 

have now they didn’t 

have back then,” Kriss 

explains.

For now, they are 

living in an RV on the 

.64-acre lot while they 

navigate local zoning 

regulations and per-

mitting issues. They’ve 

been working on their 

new home — a custom 

ordered wooden build-

ing with several win-

dows, an arched ceiling 

and two loft areas — 

since April and hope to 

be moved in by October.  

They have encountered 

multiple delays since begin-

ning the process earlier this 

year.

• The tiny home had to be 

moved once because it was 

too close to the street.

• The sewer system has 
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Living LARGE

Blackshear’s first
‘tiny home’ catches
planning board
unprepared, unsure
First permit issued may be last 
as group declares moratorium 
while they assess potential impact

The Bowers family on Yeomans Street ordered a customized storage building from Southern Sales and are converting it into a livable dwelling 
complete with a bedroom, kitchen, bathroom and living room. Two loft areas can also be utilized as bedrooms or for storage.

Maureen and Kriss Bowers discuss where they would like to put in a set 
of stairs leading up to a loft bedroom in their new tiny home.

Not
so

Back-to-School Edition
Open House Schedules — Supply Lists — Faculty rosters — School calendar — All this & more inside!

Friday flood
stalls cars,
closes roads

Heavy rains made Williamson Road impassable and it was still 
closed Monday as crews worked to get it back in shape.

Sarah Gove

‘Warning’ time may be near

over for phoning and driving

Blackshear Police Officer Charlie Wichman warns a motorist to stay 
off her phone while driving.

Blood donations desperately needed,
especially Type O+, in Offerman Monday 


