
Jack Saussy announced this week he will 
not seek re-election to the district one seat on 
the Pierce County Board of Education. 

“After much thought, prayer 
and deliberation, I have decided 
to forgo (seeking another term 
in) the upcoming election,” Sau-
ssy said. “Representing district 
one has been a wonderful expe-
rience and working on behalf of 
family, friends and the entire 
Pierce County community has 
been very rewarding.”

Saussy has served two terms 
in the post having been fi rst 
elected in 2012. He will step down from the seat 
once his term ends December 31. He said the 
decision to step down was not an easy one, but 
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Pierce Countians will have at least two op-
portunities to hear from candidates for Pierce 
County Sheriff this spring.

The local Republican Party will host a fo-
rum at 6 p.m., Saturday, March 21, at the 
Southeast Georgia Regional Agriculture Cen-
ter (SEGARAC) on College Ave.

The Blackshear Times will also host a forum 
for Sheriff’s race candidates at 7 p.m. Monday, 
April 20, at the Edward Bud Newton Recre-
ation and Community Center on Tyre Bridge 

Road in Patterson.
Both forums are open to the public.
Sheriff Ramsey Bennett has confi rmed he’ll 

attend The Times’ forum but did not confi rm 
whether or not he would attend the Republi-
can Party forum next month.

Robby Boatright will attend the forum mod-
erated by The Times but not the Republican 
Party’s forum next month.

“After careful consideration, I have decided 
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Blackshear residents opposed to the recent 
actions of city council members Timmy Sapp 
(District 3), Shawn Godwin (District 5) and Lin-
da Gail Dennison (District 6) have 
taken another step toward their 
removal from offi ce.

A petition began circulating 
in the community last week that 
calls for Sapp, Godwin and Den-
nison’s resignation, removal from 
offi ce or a recall election. 

 “We’re trying to go around and 
see what the constituents want. 
If we get buy in on it, then may-
be it’ll be something we take to 
the council,” says Mat Boatright, 
Blackshear resident. “We need to 
know how many people would sup-
port it.”

Boatright raised the question 
of how an elected offi cial could be 
removed from offi ce at a council 
meeting earlier this month. (See 
related story in The Times’  Febru-
ary 19 edition).

Supporters of the petition will 
reportedly be going door to door 
to present their petition to Black-
shear residents in an attempt to 
garner support from all city dis-
tricts.

According to the petition, the 
signers “call for the resignation 
of these council members before 
Tuesday, March 3. If said council 
members fail to resign, the signers 
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ear it down or save it?
Those are the two op-

tions facing the Pierce 
County Board of Edu-
cation in coming weeks 

concerning the fate of the old 
Pierce County High School. 

BOE Maintenance Supervisor 
Harbin Farr has recommended 
the building be torn down, but 
some county residents have ex-
pressed to board members their 
desire to see part or all of the 
building saved. 

Second district board mem-
ber Mitch Hall and third district 
board member Chip Griner both 
said at last month’s meeting 
they wanted to take a “go slow” 
approach on deciding what to do 
with the building. 

Farr presented two options to 
board members at last month’s 
meeting that were given by the 
system’s architect, Mike Parker, 

of SP Design Group in Macon. 
The fi rst option would be to 

tear down the building at a cost of 
between $530,000 and $708,000. 
The block and concrete would be 
sold to offset costs. 

The second option would be 
to save the gym, the concession 
area and the administration 
area of the old school at a cost of 
$3,361,689.

A total of $1.1 million for dem-
olition of the old PCHS was in-
cluded in the budget for the new 
high school. 

If a portion of the school is 
saved, the maintenance and up-
keep of the facility will be paid by 
local taxpayers. 

The $3.3 million cost to save 
just the gym portion of the school 
would take about seven mills of 
tax money – that’s equivalent to 
half of the school system’s current 
cash reserves. 

Assistant superintendent for 
fi nance LeVance Gay says he did 
not know of a way to generate 
an annual cost to maintain the 
facility going forward, but some 
estimates put the cost around 
$200,000 per year for utilities 
and general maintenance. That 
estimate is roughly equivalent to 
half a mill of property tax. 

The school system will no 
longer receive any state funding 
to maintain the old high school. 
Those funds were dedicated to the 
construction of the new building 
and the old school was zeroed out 
by the Department of Education. 

The old school will continue to 
use energy and those costs will be 
signifi cant since the old facility is 
not energy effi cient. 

“The transformers, air condi-
tioning and pumps are 1970s and 
1980s technology,” Farr said. 
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Yearly cost to maintain building is $200K
BY JASON DEAL || Staff  Writer

T $3,361,689
Renovate old gym, close 

in one end, brick two sides 
visible from parking lot after 
other wings are demolished; 
includes new roof, A/C and 
utilities

$1,000,000
Funds already earmarked 

and set aside for demolition 
of the old school. Demolish-
ing the building will not re-
quire additional funds or tax 
dollars.

$708,000
Maximum cost for com-

plete demolition of the 
school and gymnasium.

SAVE FORMER 
HIGH SCHOOL?

$3.3M renovation = 
seven mills of tax
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