
THIS NEWSPAPER WAS PLACED IN THE MAIL TO YOU ON TUESDAY AFTERNOON. IF IT ARRIVES LATE, PLEASE CONTACT YOUR POSTMASTER.© 2023 The Blackshear Times

If you paid $1 for this paper off 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save $17 per year by having 
it delivered to your mailbox each 
week by subscribing online at 
theblacksheartimes.com or calling 
our office at 912-449-6693.

Weekly Savings
• Wall’s IGA     • Kroger

Liked by Many • Cussed by Some • Read by Them All

The Blackshear Times
www.theblacksheartimes.com

 BLACKSHEAR, GEORGIA 31516  •  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2023          20 PAGES, TWO SECTIONS154th YEAR  •  ISSUE 10 • $1 including tax

Give Us A Call Today!Jody DuPont

912-288-4809

112 NW Central Ave., Blackshear • 912-807-7325

110 Screven Ave., Waycross • 912-283-3512

For more information, please visit http://pecanfestivalofgeorgia.webs.com

SAVE THE DATE

SPONSORED BY THE EXCHANGE CLUB OF BLACKSHEAR

November 4, 2023

BY JASON DEAL

News Editor

Southern 

Roost has 

ground-

breaking

A ground breaking ceremony was 

held recently for the new Southern 

Roost Restaurant. 

Construction has already begun on 

the new eatery which will be construct-

ed on U.S. Highway 84 in front of Piggly 

Wiggly. 

Southern Roost is part of the Concept 

99 Group, owners of Jerry J’s and Hog-N-

Bones restaurants.

James Weathersby, owner of the new 

restaurant, said the groundbreaking has 

been a long time coming. 

“We’ve had a sign on the highway that 

says ‘hatching soon.’ Someone asked me 

the other day if the egg was ever going to 

hatch. Well, I am proud to say that day 

Three Blackshear 

Elementary educators 

have been nominated for 

the 2022-2023 National 

LifeChanger of the Year 

Award. 

BES Kindergarten 

teacher Dana Welch, 

second grade teacher 

Jennifer Murray and 

school counselor Laura 

Coates have been 

nominated for the award. 

Sponsored by the 

National Life Group 

Foundation, LifeChanger 

of the Year recognizes 

and rewards the very best 

K-12 educators and school 

district employees across 

the United States who 

are making a difference 

in the lives of students by 

exemplifying excellence, 

positive influence and 
leadership. 

Welch, Murray and 

Coates were nominated by 

Katie Cravey, a parent of 

a student, who recognized 

their exceptional 

dedication to the students 

of Blackshear Elementary 

School.

Welch creates a 

warm and welcoming environment where 

students feel safe to be themselves and 

learn. Her commitment to her students 

and their families has earned her the 

nomination and her impact on their lives 

will be felt for years to come. 

Cravey spoke highly of Welch’s impact 

on her child. 

“Mrs. Welch is a fantastic teacher,” said 

Cravey. “She has helped my child succeed 

in kindergarten.”

Murray’s positive attitude and 

supportive approach have earned her the 

admiration and respect of her students 

and fellow teachers. Her commitment 

to creating a welcoming and engaging 

classroom environment has made a lasting 

impact on her students and is a testament 

to her exceptional teaching abilities. 

“Mrs. Murray is our district-wide 

Teacher of the Year! She is what all 

teachers strive to be!” said Cravey.

Coates is a compassionate listener 

who goes above and beyond to support 

her students and help them through 

challenging times. 

Cravey praised Coates for her positive 

The Second Annual Amris Extreme Bull Jam 

took place at the H3 Arena near Patterson over 

the weekend and estimates put the attendance 

at over 3,000 for the rodeo. Proceeds from the 

rodeo will benefit the St. Jude Children’s Re-

search Hospital in Memphis, TN. The event is 

held annually in honor of Amris Bedford. Bed-

ford battled cancer at St. Jude until she passed 

away in 2021 at the age of 10. Pictured above, 

Bull Rider Kevin “Rooster” McKeeman of Celi-

na, TN, rides a bull during the rodeo. Below top, 

Lucas Maynard, 15,  of Stoney Point, NC gives a 

trick rope demonstration. Below left, Local Ro-

deo Clown “Colt.45” (Colt Hartt) of Patterson 

was the entertainer for the event. Below right,  

Junior Bull Rider Cole McGriff, 11, of Waycross, 

rides a bull during the rodeo. -Photos Courtesy 

Dave McKissick Photography.

Coates, Welch,

Murray are 

LifeChanger 

nominees

Laura Coates
Amris Rodeo draws thousands
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Jennifer Murray

It is time to spring forward. 

Readers are reminded to set their 

clocks ahead one hour before going to bed 

Saturday night. Daylight Savings Time 

begins at 2 a.m. Sunday, March 12. 

Safety officials also encourage res-

idents to use the time change as a re-

minder to change batteries in smoke 

alarms and test the alarm.

Continued on Page 2

Dana Welch

Continued on Page 2

An artist’s rendering shows what the 

new restaurant will look like. 


