
Motorists will no longer be allowed 
to turn left from County Farm Road 
onto Hwy. 84, toward Patterson

Mattox now facing 27 misdemeanor 
charges of theft by deception

When the little boy fell 
asleep he was at home, in his 
own bed, but when he awoke 

searching for comfort in the 
middle of the night, every-
thing had changed. This was 
not his house. These were not 
his clothes or his toys. The 
caring face staring down at 

him and the arms reaching to 
pick him up were white  — not 
like his brown skin.

“I wondered if he’d ever 
seen a white person before,” 
says longtime foster mom 
Gina Crawford.

The Department of Family 
and Children Services (DFCS) 
brought this two-year-old to 
Crawford’s home late in the 
night. She’ll never forget his 
wide-eyed, confused gaze 
when he woke up and toddled 
out to meet her.

Crawford and her husband, 
Robin, have been fostering 
since 2006. They’ve had good 
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Foster care is  
heartbreaking 
& rewarding
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• 100% – Increase 
in the number of 
children in the sys-
tem over the past 
four years

• 18 months – av-
erage time children 
spend in Georgia’s 
foster care system 

• 50% — removed 
from homes due to 
neglect

• 27 – additional 
foster homes need-
ed in Pierce County

Data collected by 
Faithbridge Foster Care.

A Closer Look

BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

Last week’s announcement of a traffi c light slated 
for the heavily traveled County Farm Road and Hwy. 
84 intersection prompted sighs of relief from school, 
city and county offi cials alike.

The news was celebrated by locals who travel that 
way regularly, too – most driving to and from the 
middle or high school – but many motorists may have 
to adjust their driving habits when the Department 
of Transporation’s plan is fully implemented.

A light will reportedly be in place by the start of a 
new school year, August 1, at the intersection where 
long-time fi refi ghter Johnnie Anderson was struck 
while directing afternoon school traffi c last month.

Apart from the light, however, will be a noticeable 
change in routing as part of the new plan.

Motorists will no longer be able to turn left onto 
Hwy. 84 east (toward Patterson) from County Farm 

Continued on Page 11

‘It’s a calling’ ... for people with BIG hearts
BY SARAH TARR GOVE

News Editor

This three-year-old boy is a foster child currently placed in a loving Pierce County home. His identity is protected.
– Photo by Sarah Tarr Gove

Brandi and Blane Hill answered the call to foster seven years ago. 
They recently built a larger home to open their doors to more children.

Idalie, four-year-
old daughter of 

Blane and Brandi 
Hill, helps her 

one-year-old 
foster brother 

down the slide at 
the Hill’s home

in Patterson.
The Hills have 
fostered since 

2012.

DOT: Light 
is answer for 
school zone 
traffi c issues

Investigation into 
L & M Tax owner 
keeps developing

The Blackshear Police Department 
arrested Leesa Mattox, owner of L & 
M Bookkeeping and Tax Service on 
Main Street, at her Bacon County 
home Thursday evening.

She’s charged with  27 misdemean-
or counts of theft by deception, but 
more charges are reportedly pending 
as the investigation continues. Mattox 
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Motorists driving 
through Blackshear on 
Hwy. 84 will soon have to 
slow down or risk getting a 
ticket.

City offi cials have re-
ceived word the Dept. of 
Transportation (DOT) has 
approved their request for 
a speed limit reduction. 
The limit will be lowered 
from 45 mph to 40 mph 
from the area of Tire & 
Wheel to Dixon New Hol-
land Tractor Co.

Police Chief Chris 
Wright says he is waiting 
on DOT’s offi cial sign off 
to update BPD’s permit for 

running speed detection 
radar through the area.

BPD will have to wait 
30 days before enforcing 
the new speed limit once 
the change is advertised 
and new road signage post-
ed.

City offi cials sent a let-
ter to DOT in February 
requesting the limit be 
lowered from 45 mph to 35 
mph through town, point-
ing to increased traffi c in 
the area.

A traffi c count conduct-
ed near Five Points over a 
48-hour period shows traf-
fi c nearly tripled from 2012 

to 2018. Data collected in 
August 2012 showed 6,412 
vehicles passing through 
town while 17,333 vehicles 
came through the same in-
tersection in March 2018.

DOT has not yet pro-
vided an explanation as to 
why the highway section 
does not qualify for a re-
duction to 35 mph.

Wright thanked DOT 
for their approval of a 40 
mph zone, but has asked 
for explanation on the mat-
ter.

“We’d like to know what 
didn’t justify getting 35,” 
he says.

Speed limit lowered to 40 mph in town

Morning traffi c fl ows through town at a 
steady rate, but drivers will soon have 
to slow down.

Leesa Mattox

An aerial shot shows a long line of cars on Hwy. 84 ap-
proaching the school zone to turn left onto County Farm 
Road.                  Photo courtesy of Harbin Farr

Love 
makes 
a family
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