
Dollar General is excited 
to announce its store at 1845 
N US Hwy 1 in Alma is now 
open! DG stores are proud to 
provide area residents with 
an aff ordable and convenient 
store location to purchase 
household essentials includ-
ing food, cleaning supplies, 
paper products, over-the-
counter medicines, hygiene 
products, baby items and 
more through its mission of 
Serving Others. In addition 
to the national and private 
branded products custom-
ers trust Dollar General to 
carry, the new Alma location 
includes the Company’s new 
stylish, on-trend home dé-
cor and an expanded party 
preparation selection. Nor-
mal hours of operation may 
be found through the Dollar 
General app. 

“At Dollar General, we 
believe the addition of each 
new store provides positive 
economic growth for the 
communities we proudly 
serve, and the addition of our 
new Alma store highlights 
our commitment to deliver a 
pleasant shopping experience 

that includes great prices on 
quality products in a conve-
nient location,” said Matthew 
Simonsen, Dollar General’s 
senior vice president of real 
estate and store develop-
ment.  “We look forward to 
welcoming customers to our 
new store and hope they will 
enjoy shopping at our new lo-

cation.” 
To commemorate the 

opening of DG’s new Alma lo-
cation, Dollar General plans 
to donate 100 new books to a 
nearby elementary school to 
benefi t students ranging from 
kindergarten to fi fth grade. In 
partnership with the Kellogg 
Company, the donation will 

be part of a planned donation 
of more than 60,000 books in 
fi scal 2022 across the country 
to celebrate new DG store

Furthermore, DG strives 
to be a good neighbor and is 
committed to the communi-
ties it proudly calls home, ev-
idenced by unwavering sup-
port of literacy and education 

initiatives through the Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation. 
The addition of the Alma 
store opens the opportunity 
for schools, nonprofi t orga-
nizations and libraries within 
a 15-mile radius of the store 
to apply for Dollar General 
Literacy Foundation grants. 
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If you paid $1 for this paper from 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
can save money and enjoy the 
convenience of having it deliv-
ered to your mailbox each week 
by subscribing online at theal-
matimes.com or calling our of-
fi ce at 632-7201.

Subscribe now Subscribe now 
and enjoy easy and enjoy easy 
home delivery!home delivery!
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by Gail Fiveash
The Lady Raiders kept 

their winning streak alive as 
they put away the Lady Pirates 
59-29 before a large home-
town crowd. The Raider and 
Pirates matched each other 
point for point for four peri-
ods, however, the Raiders lost 
off ensive momentum in the 
overtime and fell by fi ve points 
78-73.

The hometown girls got off  
to a slow start but when  they 
got the off ense in gear, they 
ran away with the game over 
AAA Appling County.

Coach Sug Parker believes 
the success of the girls, who 
won their 8th ballgame in a 
row, their only loss was the 
fi rst game of the season down 
in Brantley, is their ability to 
play great team basketball.

“We don’t have one player 
that stands out for making all 

the points,” he said. “The win-
ning  comes from their style of 
play.”

The girls have kept their 
spot in the top 10 since be-
fore Christmas. “Actually Max 
Prep shows us at number 2 in 
our region.”

In the fi rst period of the 
game, the Lady Raiders 
couldn’t buy a basket, thank-
fully the defense was strong 
and kept the Lady Pirates 
away from their basket to stay 
in the game.

As the fi rst half clock ticked 

down, as if scripted, the home-
town girls brought the large 
crowd on hand to their feet as 
they kept draining the basket 
to take a commanding lead.

Before the end of the third, 
the majority of the starting 
lineup for the Lady Raiders 

had given their spot to the re-
serves.

They began their come-
back with just over two min-
utes remaining in the fi rst 
half and early in the third they 
had doubled the Lady Pirates 
points.

“We are blessed to have the 
support of our community,” 
said Parker. “Our Pink Out 
tonight is just the fi rst event 
we are going to have to involve 
the community as a whole in  
our program.” On the court 
with the fi nal seconds ticking 
off  the clock, Jalynn Garcia set 
the stage for the boys game to 
start on a high note when she 
hit a three points with just 
a couple of ticks left on the 
clock.

Both the Pirates and the 
Raiders hit the fl oor running 
and gunning as the teams 
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New Year’s 2023 Baby Finally Arrives
By Tricia McCarthy

There are numerous milestones that are associat-
ed with the New Year; it is the opportunity to adopt 
healthy habits, to go back to school to further one’s 
education, or to change jobs for the better.

 Another event associated with the New Year is 
the birth of the fi rst baby for that year.

In Alma, the fi rst baby born for 2023 is Alau-
ra Rhayne Hodge at 11:00 a.m.. on January 5; she 
weighed 7 lbs. and 5 oz. and was 19.13 inches in 
length. Her parents are Mr. Aaron Hodge and Mrs. 
Lina Hodge. Her paternal grandfather is Mr. John 
Hodge and her maternal grandparents are Mr. Wil-
liam McCrea and Mrs. Anna McCrea. 

Her father is employed as a Skitter operator at 
Pitts Logging, Inc. while her mother is a certifi ed 
nurse aid at Baptist Village. 

One of the greatest decisions expectant parents 
make is deciding on a name for the baby. According 
to Mrs. Hodge, “We actually struggled for a while 
with other girl names since we already had two girls. 
It took us about 30 weeks into the pregnancy to 
come up with her name and it was actually her dad 
that was laying down one day and said how about 
‘Alaura.’ 

The Hodge family already has so much to be 
thankful for as they welcome Alaura to it. Mrs. 
Hodge states that, “We have two other beautiful 
daughters, Ava Hodge, six-years-old, and Kennzley 
Hodge, two-years-old. Our children are the 4th gen-
eration of the McCrea family that came from Alma.”

Dollar General Now Open In Alma

GEORGIA BULLDOGS WIN BACK TO BACK NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS


