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Bacon County Recently Recognized In Magazine

The cast of “Grease” at Alma, Georgia’s Beacon Theatre. Photo courtesy of the Bacon County Development Authority
By Gary Daughters
Site Selection Magazine
It takes but a cursory glance at
our list of top-performing non-metros, and a one-word theme emerges: Georgia.
Based on numerical tallies of
projects that qualify for inclusion
in Site Selection’s Conway Projects Database, Georgia placed two
non-metro communities among the
nation’s top five and seven among
the top 50 during the 12-month period ending April 30. They range
from the South Georgia town of
Alma — which accumulated five
qualifying investments totaling
nearly $30 million of capital expenditure — to Blairsville (population: 725) in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Blairsville’s two qualifying
projects include the $1.6 million
Grandaddy Mimm’s Distilling Co.
that’s begun producing “smallbatch, handcrafted moonshine +
spirits.”
Rural Georgia clearly benefits from the state’s overall business climate, ranked tops by Site
Selection eight years running, a
streak that only ended with a second-place finish in 2021. Even so,
Georgia’s rural economies have received special attention from Gov.
Brian Kemp, in office since 2019.
Gov. Kemp, who likes to note that

he visited all 159 Georgia counties when he served as Secretary
of State, launched a “Rural Strike
Force” early in his tenure. Deputy
Commissioner for Rural Georgia
Brian Marlowe leads the operation and reports directly to Kemp.
The quick-reaction team functions
strictly at a tactical level.
“It gives us somebody on the
ground,” Gov. Kemp tells Site Selection. “We have somebody out
there grinding away to help train
the locals on workforce development, on how to get a project, how
to convince people to come to their
county, develop sites and infrastructure. What are the resources
you need? How do we help?”
But Help Yourself
Kemp, however, is frank when
asked whether support from the
Gold Dome in Atlanta should favor
those rural areas that demonstrate
the most promise and potential.
“What we’ve found,” he says, “is
you that you’ve got to have willing
partners at the local level. You
just can’t have a community saying, ‘Hey, come bring a project to
my area.’ We want to make sure
that those local communities are
stepping up and putting skin in
the game.”
Alma, seat of Bacon County, is
one such community, having accrued five qualifying projects and

tied for most with York, Nebraska.
When Alma was courting Italy’s
La Regina di San Marzano for a
$20 million, 250-job tomato sauce
plant, Kemp felt secure in tapping
a discretionary fund to help put
the deal over the top.
“... you’ve got to have willing
partners at the local level. You
just can’t have a community
saying, ‘Hey, come bring a project to my area.’”
— Gov. Brian Kemp, Georgia
“We place a premium on projects
that create jobs and make a difference in the rural communities, and
that’s a premium project,” relates
Pat Wilson, commissioner of the
Georgia Department of Economic
Development (GDEcD). “Not only
is La Regina hiring people in Bacon County, they’re converting a
[226,000- sq.-ft.] building that’s
been vacant for a number of years,
and they’ll be sourcing vegetables
from farms all around. It’s going
to have a ripple effect not only in
the community there but in farms
across the region.”
Shortly after Alma landed La
Regina, the community won a commitment from Inflex, a subsidiary
of plastics manufacturer Amcor,
for an $8 million advanced manufacturing facility that’s to deliver
another 100 jobs.
“Winning those two big projects

back-to-back,” says Kevin Ellis,
executive director of the Bacon
County Development Authority, “we kind of sat back and said,
‘Well, we must be doing something
right.’ ”
‘Let’s Find a Solution’
One thing that worked with La
Regina, whose investment is the
biggest in memory in Alma (population: 3,400), was the kind of
personal touch that’s the hallmark
of smaller communities across
the country. During the height of
the pandemic, La Regina president Felice Romano led a four-day
scouting tour that included target
shooting with local law enforcement authorities, exchanging culinary secrets with kitchen staff
over lengthy dinners at a favored
local restaurant, and a stay at
Alma’s Blueberry Mansion Golf
Course and Resort, run by Yousaf
“Joe” Khan and his wife, Shiya
“Spring” Zhao.
“By the time they left, they
were friends,” says Ellis, “not just
someone we wanted to do business
with.”
As the saying goes, it can help
to be a big fish in a small pond.
“Some industrial clients,” Ellis
observes, “may not be aware of
how the numbers game can be of
benefit to them in a rural area. An
(Continued on Page 2)

Bacon County Schools Open For The 2022-23 Year
By: Tricia McCarthy
Late summer is a time for many things;
one more trip to the beach, grilling, and
catching the hit movies of the summer while
they are still at the theaters. It is also time for
students and teachers to go back to school.
If the enthusiasm at Bacon County Middle and
High School of the teachers and students is an indication of a successful school year, then Bacon County will have its best year yet.
Toomer
Coach Dayon Toomer, the head varsity boy’s basketball coach and head track coach, notes that, “I am excited to be back
with the kids.”
Teachers in the language department had a lot to say about what

their hopes are for this school year. According
to Ms. Marianne Miles, who is about to start her
first full year teaching, “I was a paraprofessional
for four years and I finished my degree at Brewton Parker. My degree is early childhood and I always wanted to teach.” Since both of her parents
are teachers at the middle and high school, she has
the good fortune to be able to work with them. She
states that, “My father, Mr. J.R. Miles, teaches agriculture and my mother, Mrs. Linda Miles, teaches
Miles
seventh grade English.”
Mrs. Kristin Straub, a high school Spanish and ESOL teacher, says
that, “I am looking forward to having a good year with my students.”
Teachers in the math department have a lot of plans for the upcoming
school year as well. Mrs. Rebecca Gardener, a high school
math teacher states that, “I am looking forward to starting
a new career. I used to work in a corporate business.” The
focus for the teachers this year is making sure that the students have an excellent school year.
Mrs. Jessye Raye Jarrard, another high school math
teacher, says that, “I am looking forward to meeting the students and for them to have a successful year.”
Mrs. Jessica Boatright, a high school health science teacher, notes that what she is looking forward to is, “… getting
to see the students and follow up on what they have learned
(Continued on Page 2)

School Safety and Security

By Gail Fiveash
Making the headlines again this
year were school shootings. The Bacon County School System has been
working on school security for several
years and the 27 shootings in 2022 just
sent them into overdrive. The goal of
a school is and will always be to teach
students, but at this time, safety moves
to the top of the ‘to do list as well.

Shane Bennett, director of system
wide school safety stated that for security reasons, all the precautions put
in place can’t be revealed, but parents
can rest assure the safety of students
is at the top of the agenda. He said the
school board will employ three school
resource officers, “One is to be assigned
to each campus.”As has been the norm
at events, officers are set to be on site,
(Continued on Page 2)

Follow Up From Last Week....
In a follow up to last week’s front page article on the July County
Commissioner’s meeting, The Alma Times would like to report that the
father of the overdose victim at the county jail came in to speak with us
recently. Wink Medders wishes to let the community know that he, personally, is not planning any type of lawsuit against the county.
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SEVEN DAY WEATHER OUTLOOK

WEDNESDAY
PM
Thunderstorms

Highs 93˚
Lows 71˚

THURSDAY
Partly
Cloudy

Highs 92˚
Lows 71˚

FRIDAY
Mostly
Sunny

Highs 94˚
Lows 71˚

SATURDAY
Partly
Cloudy

Highs 93˚
Lows 72˚

SUNDAY
Scattered
Thunderstorms

Highs 90˚
Lows 71˚

MONDAY
PM
Thunderstorms

Highs 92˚
Lows 71˚

TUESDAY
Partly
Cloudy

Highs 92˚
Lows 72˚
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If you paid $1 for this paper from a
news rack, we thank you! You can save
money and enjoy the convenience of
having it delivered to your mailbox
each week by subscribing online at
thealmatimes.com or calling our office
at 632-7201.
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