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City Of Alma Holds Questionable Meeting
The City of Alma’s fi rst meeting 

of the year was fi lled with positive 
action, bad news and some news that 
confused some people.

Under a confusing and question-
able call for executive session,  The 
Alma Times questioned if a revolving 
loan application could be discussed 
in an executive session. Georgia’s 
Sunshine Law states only litigation, 
personnel or land acquisition can 
be discussed behind closed doors. 
Also at what meeting did the council 
change the DDA to have involvement 
in the revolving loan process.

A meeting has been scheduled 
with City Manager Al Crace to clarify.

 When they returned from the 
executive session, the council 
approved to make a recommendation 
to the Downtown Development 
Authority to approve a loan for 
$55,000 from the Revolving Loan 
Fund. The loan will be used to 
purchase The Kitchen Table on 
US1. The equipment and assets from 
the business will be used as security by 
the borrowers: Amber and Joe Garcia 
(Operators) with Anna and Robert 
Douglas (Partners). The action brings 
up two questions: How does the city 
justify holding an executive session to 
discuss issues normally discussed in 
a regular meeting and when did the 
city council give the authority to the 
Downtown Development Authority 
to handle the revolving loans. Don’t 

we have a revolving loan committee?
Mayor Larry Taylor reported that 

the Festival of Lights was a success, 
as was the Christmas parade. Many 
comments were made about the 
enjoyment at both events. He and 
the chamber had a “review of the 
events” that brought only positive 
comments. He said, there is a desire 
to see an increase in the decorations 
on display. He reported there will be 
a better plan for the cords to prevent 
tripping hazards. All three parks 
were decorated and it became clear 
that there is a necessity for security 
cameras to be installed, not just 
for the season but year round, said 
Taylor. 

Included in the bad news was a 
discussion about high water usage 
in the industrial park  based on 
the concern from La Regina about 
the high cost of water and sewer.  
The hardness of the water in Alma 
creates about a 35% waste for the 
company even though they have 
installed a reverse osmosis system 
in the plant. Since there will be more 
businesses using large amounts of 
water to process or produce food, 
the hardness of the water may need 
to be dealt with by the city to prevent 
excessive amounts of waste water. 
An inquiry about industrial water 
softeners showed that one could be 
installed in the area for probably 
less than $140,000. This would be 

capital purchase by the city, should 
the council choose to vote on it in 
the future, would not only help the 
businesses in that area, it would help 
the city overall. There is a concern 
from the engineer that the amount 
of water that will be sent through 
the sewers once the entire industrial 
complex is full could be more than 
the current system could handle. 

The rest of the agenda was a 
report from the ACCG and GMA, 
two Georgia agencies, that are going 
to help the city put together a Local 
Government Risk Management 
Safety Program. Richard Jones, city 
public works director was designated 
as the coordinator; each department 
will have a safety leader as well. 
There will be training and on-site 
evaluations included. This is an eff ort 
to reduce the cost of Workman’s 
Compensation Insurance and to 
protect the city employees. 

The current insurance provider, 
Lighthouse Benefi ts, will be 
coordinating a Health Fair for the 
city employees in February. Details 
will be forthcoming.

Mobilitie, a communications 
company, had installed a tower on 
Cherry Street some time ago. when 
it drew fi re from residents. The city 
was paid a rental fee for that but it 
will now be decommissioned by the 
company.

A public hearing was held, 

before the opening of the regular 
session about the designation of 
Lake Lure Drive as a “No Through 
Truck Route”. The residents had 
complained earlier to the council 
about the debris being dropped from 
trucks and trailers heading to Barber’s 
Recycling. Drivers transporting to 
the recycling business can avoid the 
area by going via Cumberland Rd. No 
public comments were made at this 
meeting.

The next election was approved 
for Tuesday November 7th, as per 
state law, the fees for candidates will 
be 3% of the annual salary; the mayor 
and districts two and four council 
seats are all up for election. The fee to 
register for mayoral election will be 
$432 and for council members $216.

The council also adopted the 
presented holiday schedule and 
council meeting schedule for 2023 
and the beginning of 2024. No 
additions or deletions were made to 
the schedule.

Council meetings will continue 
to meet the second Tuesday of each 
month at 5 pm for the work session 
and 6 pm for the regular meeting; 
called meetings will be held as 
needed, added Taylor.

Also announced was the annual 
Scrap Tire Grant application was 
approved to be submitted to the 
Georgia EPD. Expected collection 

(Continued on Page 2)

Initial reports coming out 
of the Bacon County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce are that former Bacon 
County Jailor and Deputy 
Tony Kirkland has been ar-
rested and charged with the 
alleged aggravated assault of a 
teenage girl, a felony.

He has been arrested and is 
in an area jail where he awaits 
a bail hearing. Because of the 
charge, they say, a Superior 
Court Judge must set his bail.

As more information is 
released the newspaper will 
update.

Former 
BC Deputy 
Arrested

Report from City’s Monthly Meeting
Tickets sales are back up at the 

Bacon Theater, however, the movie 
industry has not fully recovered from 
the COVID problem and movies are 
still limited.

Movie ticket sales for the year 2022 
were at $23,100.00 compared to 2019 
at $19,792 and 2020 at $25, 846. 
Concession sales almost match the 
amount of ticket money collected so 
when ticket sales are down, it brings 
total revenue for the theater down.

Trina Taylor, theater manager 
for the city, stated at the Jan. 10 city 
council meeting, the movie industry 
will be provided a better selection 
of movies in March and the theater 
revenue should go back up. At this 
time Avatar is showing at the theater.

Animal control offi  cer, Arthur 
Outler, reported that the animal 
services department had picked-up 
three dogs and all had been either 
returned to homes or sent to a rescue 
organization.

In the month of December code 
enforcement issued fi ve building 

permits, three electrical permits and 
made 11 inspections under permit. In 
other action by the department, it saw 
to it that 13 property maintenance 
jobs were completed, issued seven 10 
days notices, saw to it or helped with 
10 property clean-ups, approved two 
demo’s, appeared in court for one 
case, had four junk vehicles removed, 
issued four truck route violations, 
and investigated one business license 
violation.

For the year the city code 
enforcement was busy with eff orts to 
clean the city. There were 176 property 
maintenance jobs completed, 139 
properties cleaned-up as well as 22 
junk cars removed among a lot of 
other actions. The limb truck was 
busy in the month as they picked up 
furniture, mattresses and other items.

Public works pumped 17.57 million 
gallons of water, treated 20.32, 
gallons of water, replaced six water 
meters, did 30 locates, repaired three 
water leaks, and unstopped seven 
lines.

Alma Police Department Chief 
Andre Brinson gave his department’s 
report with no major events to report. 

The APD responded to 38 incidents, 
investigated 10 accidents, arrested 11 
people and made 23 traffi  c stops. In 
the stops 25 citations were made for 
speeding and 14 warnings. Members 
of the Crime Suppression Unit 
secured 11 warrants. They issued two 
citations in December, executed one 
search warrant, issued 10 warrants 
for narcotics off enses and one for 
crime against a person. They seized 
six grams of methamphetamine, 
pills of MDMA, Ecstasy, six grams of 
cocaine, nine ounces and three grams 
of marijuana and 416 various types 
of drugs. The Chief  reported most 
crime is down while some remains 
the same, however, vandalism is up 
across Alma. Red Speeds are down, 
from $22,964.45 in November 
to $20,731.45. He says it appears 
however, many are still ignoring the 
speed zones.

The tradition of laying the wreath in Martin Luther King Park continued on Sunday after a memorial service was held. On hand for the occasion were 

Bacon Co. School Resource Offi cer Bernard Cooks. Ventral Foster, Former Mayor James Deen, Pastor Stephon Deen and Stephanie Deen Cooks. All 

on hand agreed to keep Dr. King’s dream fresh because younger generations should know the history of how his work has aided all races during the 

New this year, Councilwoman 
Shannon Jinks was in charge of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Parade. The 
usual chairman, Lee Hagans, had to 
step down because of illness. Named 
as this year’s Grand Marshall was 
Elder Jackie Welch. The parade 
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Traditional Laying of the Wreath
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