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Bacon County Death BC Commisioners Discuss
Follows GA Trends
July Agenda Items

By Gail Fiveash

Sheriff warns comm.
of possible lawsuits

The recent death at the
Bacon County Jail has brought
what is taking place across
Georgia home. According to
official reports, Scott Medders
and Bailee Boatright were both
found unresponsive and when
EMS arrived they declared
Medders deceased. Boatright
was transported to Bacon
County Hospital and later
released.
Officially, the cause of death
is still under investigation,
however Sheriff Andy Batten
speculated it was an overdose.
No charges have been filed.
Across Georgia, as well as the
U.S., deaths in jails by drugs or
killings by other inmates are on
the rise. According to national
reports, in so many communities
nationwide, jails act as reception
centers for those experiencing
poverty, mental health crises,
or substance use disorders. Just
a few days ago, Representative
Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez
referred to jails as “garbage
bins for human beings.” This
statement tracks with new data
that show that even before the
COVID-19 pandemic, deaths
in jail had reached record
high numbers, because they
continue to be unregulated,
under-resourced places where
disadvantaged people are sent
to languish.
The Bureau of Justice
Statistics (BJS) came out with
the 2018 mortality data for local
jails. Nationwide, there were
1,120 deaths reported, or a rate
of 154 deaths per 100,000 people
in jail, the highest levels since
BJS’ first reported on this topic
in 2000. The jail population has

grown since 2000, of course,
but jail deaths have grown
more. These deaths spared no
demographic, and almost no
state; more jurisdictions than
ever reported one or more
deaths in 2018.
This goes to show that the
incident in the Bacon County
Jail is just part of national
happenings.
Even the Georgia State
Prison is recognized as the worst
in the country.
In recent history there was
a death in the Waycross State
Prison.
In all of these cases someone
had to have carried the drugs
into the jails. That is a problem
faced by all jails as dealers get
more creative in getting drugs
into jails across the state.
The Georgia Department of
Corrections monitors all county
facilities through an on-going
inspection and auditing process,
but still the drugs get into jails.
Sheriffs across the state and
their staffs are working to stop
the smuggling of drugs and
other item into jails, but no
overall solution has been found.
The case in Bacon County
is still under investigation and
The Alma Times will follow the
story to its resolution.

County Commissioners met Monday, July 18th for
their monthly work session with several in attendance
and many items on the agenda. The last item on the
agenda was reserved for Sheriff Andy Batten concerning the Jail.
Sheriff Batten came to inform commissioners of his
anticipation of lawsuits following the death of an inmate in custody the prior week. Batten stated, “I have
sent all of you a letter letting you know we are in this
together. After the in custody death last week, I anticipate lawsuits to follow. I have been told by the family
of the deceased to stand by, they were suing. This could
very well spin off more lawsuits. The case is still an
open investigation, therefore I am not at leisure to talk
about it, GBI is handling the investigation. I did want
to give you all notice of this, hence the letter about the
conditions of the jail. At some point, someone is going
to have to have a conversation about what we are going
to do going forward with repairs, etc. I had to move 15
inmates last week due to Covid. We have a total of 32
housed out of the county and 42 that are in county. I
have no way to confine them or lock them in the cells
therefore I had to clean out one old dorm and make
that a Covid dorm. Both males and females are positive.”
Sheriff Batten questioned the status of the lock order commissioners had approved to purchase several
months ago. Chairman Richard Foskey replied, “We
can’t order the locks, the maintenance man can not
order them. The order has to come from you (Sheriff
Batten) in order to get them ordered.
Batten told the board that he was unaware he was
to place the order. He stated after the Covid situation
is under control in the jail, then would be the ideal
time to replace the locks because of the shift of inmates
and one dorm being empty after Covid has cleared. He
stated while the locks are being repaired, the doors
need to be welded at the same time.
In order for the locks to be ordered, the order will
have to be sent on the Sheriff’s Department letterhead.
Sheriff Batten told the board he will dig into this situation now that he is aware of the process he needs to
(Continued on Page 3)

Deen, Sheriff’s Office
Longtime Employee Passes
By Gail Fiveash
Bacon County lost a
loving mother, a great friend
and a long time servant to
the people of Bacon County
last week. at the age of 73.
Sandra Deen was all of those
things.
Sandra was retired from
the Bacon County Sheriff’s
Office and was a member
of Lee’s Chapel Baptist
Church. County Commission
Chairman
and
former
Sheriff
Richard
Foskey
said of Sandra, “We worked
together for 16 years. She
did her job well and always
had all the reports filed and
looked after all of us in the

department. Bacon County
will miss her.”
“The entire staff of the
sheriff’s office mourns with
the family of Mrs. Sandra
Deen. Mrs. Sandra served

the citizens of Bacon County
as a Sheriff’s Office secretary
for 20 years (8/12/1996 to
8/12/2016),” posted Bacon
County Sheriff Andy Batten.
The sheriff’s office closed
Friday morning (7/22) while
staff attended the service
for Mrs. Sandra. “Those who
had the honor to work with
Mrs. Sandra know that she
was more than a secretary,
she was family. Mrs. Sandra
was a wonderful lady inside
and out and she will be
greatly
missed,”
posted
Sheriff Batten. “Please keep
the Deen family in your
prayers in the days to come,”
Sheriff Batten said of her on
his internet post.

What will be the
future of the blueberry
research farm?
After the loss of previous area blueberry agent, Renee
Holland, the fate of that position, as well as the research
farm is undecided.
The blueberry research farm not only helps local farmers, but all surrounding area farmers as well, to be used as
a testing site so new chemicals won’t have to be used on
farmer’s bushes.
A called meeting will take place between the Bacon
County Commissioners and UGA representatives, Laura
Johnson and Mark McCann at 11 am on August 12th in
the Bacon County Courthouse. This is an open meeting.
Many blueberry farmers in the area are meeting with UGA
reps after the called meeting at another location to discuss
things further.
Chairman Foskey felt UGA reps, as well as local blueberry farmers were holding meetings, without the county
commissioners present and he felt they needed to be there
at these meetings
to help determine
the fate of the research facility. He
Obituaries ....................3
also would like
for UGA to hire
Editorial ..................... 4
an employee to
replace Renee as
Crossword Puzzle ....... 4
Blueberry
Area
Legals .......................... 5
Agent.
Danny StanaClassifieds ................... 5
land was present
Law Enforcement ....... 7
during the work
session, Monday.
Danny has been
familiar with the
blueberry
research farm from
Air & Electric
it’s
beginning,
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
and was asked to
come before the
board to help exSEVEN DAY WEATHER OUTLOOK
(Continued on
WEDNESDAY
Page 3)
Partly
Cloudy

County To
Host Public
Forum For Change
Of Government
The county commissioners have
decided to host a public forum, which
they had promised to do months prior
and are now setting up with ACCG,
Mary Beth Brownlee, to come along with
Bill Toomey and discuss the change of
government with the public. More details
will be released as they are available but
the commissioners set a tentative date
of August 30th. There will be a morning
forum, lasting a couple of hours, as well
as an afternoon forum to better inform
the citizens. The county will advertise
heavily prior to the meeting so all will be
aware so any wanting to attend, can make
arrangements to do so. We will continue
this story as more details develop.

Events Announced by Chamber
By Gail Fiveash
Members of the Alma Bacon
County Chamber of Commerce
are excited about the community
projects they are planning for the
future.
Under the leadership of
President Reece Turner, the
board has been working to bring
events to the community they will
enjoy.
The first event on the horizon
is “Wake Up With Bacon” to be
held Thursday, September 8, at
Pineland Bank at 8 a.m. Everyone
is invited to come and meet with
other people of the community in

a casual event.
Plans are not fully in place but
Saturday, October 8, they will fill
Goldwasser Park with two events
for a battle of the boards; a Corn
Hole Tournament as well as
Charcuterie Board Contest.
The Corn Hole Tournament
drew a lot of participants at
it’s last event and the board
anticipates another host of
participants. They are working
on plans that may include having
two separate tournaments. Both
take place in Goldwasser Park,
October 8.
The
Charcuterie
Board
Contest participants provide

boards of meat and cheese or
vegetable boards and has been
a huge success at events around
our area, according to Anna
Douglas of the chamber.
The Fall Festival is set for
October 31. Linda Bagley, Feral
Wilcox, and Donna Taylor are the
chamber members working on
this project.
The beautiful Christmas light
display will bring Christmas joy
to downtown Alma in Goldwasser
Park. Chamber members Debbie
Spivey and Lonann Sweat said,
“This year will be better than last
year.”
The annual Christmas Parade,

themed “Giddy up Christmas,” is
set for Saturday, December 10 at
2 p.m. Members Spivey, Douglas,
Taylor and Cothern are chairing
the parade.
The big event for adults is the
planning of Casino Night. Plans
are not finalized but the chamber
is shooting for Valentines Day.
Just like it sounds, players will
pay a fee, play at the tables and
the highest winners will get
prizes. “We are going to have
this event, however, we have to
finalize the plans. This is new to
Bacon County but we believe the
community will enjoy it,” said
Douglas.
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