
After hearing from Bacon County Fire Chief Brent White of the imme-
diate need of new fi re protective gear, the Bacon County Board of Commis-
sioners approved the purchase of 11 sets of turnout gear for the fi re depart-
ment. Cost of the gear will come out of SPLOST funds.

White explained to the board, during February’s work session, that the 
gear was so out of date that the very lives of the fi remen were in danger.

He said each fi reman needs to be equipped with the safety gear. He 
shared with the board the possibility of applying for grants to get the gear 
for all full-time and volunteer fi refi ghters. The board never hesitated in vot-
ing for the measure.

They approved the honorary signage to go on Shenandoah Road to honor 
the service of Georgia State Trooper Major George Lawton Johnson. 

An anonymous benefactor has already agreed to pay for the sign for the 
George Lawton Johnson Memorial Road. Details will be forthcoming about 
the sign placement and reading of the resolution on the road. A dedication 
ceremony will be held when the signs are ready.

Another concerned citizen, Mary Sellers, presented information at the 
work session about the problems in her neighborhood with stray animals 
and asked the board for an animal control program in the county. At the 
regular meeting, this item was tabled so the board could research the infor-
mation presented by Ms. Sellers about other counties programs. 

Rental rates for the offi  ce, once occupied by BYRT, at the old elementary 
school, were for the second month still not decided. They are researching 
rates in the area.

A  discussion took place about the use of the funds from the hotel/motel 
tax was proposed at the work session.  The funds are divided 60/40 to be 
used by the county in the general fund and for tourism. The Development 
Authority is asking that the funds for tourism be used to buy furniture and 
televisions for the Welcome Center. How-
ever, there was no discussion at the regular 
meeting, the item was tabled.

As work continues at the auditorium in 
the old Bacon County Elementary School, 
windows in the auditorium are in need of 
repair. It was noted that the fl oor, a major 
concern, has already been completed.

It was proposed that Lisa and Chris 
from the Senior Center with Kevin Ellis will 
provide a plan for soliciting sponsorships 
of the windows. There will be diff erent 
levels of participation to collect the funds 
needed to complete the replacements. 

Georgia Power received the approval for 
a contract to install and power three pole 
mounted fl ood lights at the county shop. 

To continue to receive federal funding, 
the board read, approved and adopted the 
Hazard Mitigation Resolution.

Upgrading the fuel pumps and related 
equipment used by the county is need-
ed. PSG, the current provider, provided a 
$36,000 quote for the proposed work. Of 
that $21,000 from the county TIA funds 
will be used while Lewis and Raulerson 
proposed funding $15,000 for a fi ve year 
extension to the current contract.  These 
upgrades will add about 25 years of life 
to the fueling station. The lawyer wanted 
a copy of the contract to review the pro-
posed addendum for an extension. After 
review, the proposal was approved and the 
upgrades will happen soon. Although the 
pumps will be down for some time, there 
is a plan for fuel cards to be used, at Park-
ers, by each department to correctly track 
usage.
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BC Fire Dept. To Get 
New Turnout Gear

Precision Maintenance Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
By Tricia McCarthy

It is a powerful testament to the hu-
man spirit when an individual, through 
patience, diligence, and sheer eff ort, 
accomplishes his or her life’s dream. A 
dream offi  cially became reality for Joe 
Tanner on Thursday, February 23, at 
11:00 a.m. which is when the ribbon 
cutting ceremony for his business, Pre-
cision Maintenance, took place. 

Reece Turner, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce, delivered the 
opening remarks and then introduced 
Tanner to the crowd. Tanner thanked 
those in attendance and told them of 
how he started out when he decided to 
open his own business. According to 
Tanner, “I left John Deere over a de-
cade ago and had nothing but my tool-
box. I had to borrow a truck in order to 

make house calls.” 
Tanner fi nished his speech by ac-

knowledging everyone who helped 
make that day possible. He conclud-
ed by stating, “We still live in a good 
country where free enterprise is en-
couraged. I like to thank God and my 
loyal customers who stood by me.” 

Tanner is a respected member of 
the community and has lived all his 

life in Bacon County. He is a Class of 
2000 graduate of Bacon County High 
School. He worked for John Deere 
from 2007 to 2012 and he has a mas-
ter’s degree from John Deere Univer-
sity. Later, he decided to go out and 
start his own business with only his 
determination and his toolbox. He 
now employs four individuals, includ-
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14u Girls District Champs in no particular order: Ayla Bell, Natevya Chancey, Destiny Dendy, Breonna Har-

ris, Makayla Harris, Maysn Hutto, Kyleigh Shoemaker, Aaliyah Starling, Makayla Thomas, and Apple Reyn-

olds.  Coaches: Crystal Thomas, and Kacy Swanson.

10u Girls District Champs in no particular order: Mariah Anderson, Jaylen Batton, Amiya Bell, Peaches 

Carter, Addison Day, Winter Faulk, Sophie Haddock, Jaide Johnson, D’Kaylin Moore, and Brynnlie Tyre. 

Coached by Steven Tyre.

10u & 14u Girls are 2023 
Class C District Champions

The Bacon County  Recreational 
All-Star teams participated in Dis-
trict basketball tournaments over 
the last week. The following are the 
results of the games and location of 
the State Championships.

*10 Under Girls – played in Dis-
trict Tournament and were crowned 
Champions 

2023 Class C District Champions 
will Play March 3rd and 4th in Fan-
nin County for State Championship.

Alma/Bacon County 24 Pierce 
County 17

Alma/Bacon County 28 Charlton 
County 3

Alma/Bacon County 15 Long 
County 10

Alma/Bacon County 19 Appling 
County 14 (District Championship)

*14 Under Girls – played in Dis-
trict Tournament and were crowned 
Champions

2023 Class C District Champions 
will Play March 3rd and 4th in Riv-
erdale for State Championship.

Alma/Bacon County 42 Camden 
County 25

Alma/Bacon County 62 Wayne 
County 60 (District Championship)

*8 Under Girls – Will play State 
March 3rd and 4th here in Alma. 
Alma/Bacon County is the Host. 8u 
dDid not play District.

*8 Under Boys played in District 
Tournament and lost the 1st round.

Alma/Bacon County 7 Pierce 
County 23

*10 Under Boys played in District 
Tournament and lost the 1st round.

Alma/Bacon County 30 Brantley 
(Continued on Page 2) 


