
On February 16, Lieutenant 
Liborio Saavedra conducted a 
traffi  c stop at the intersection 
of E. 14th St. and S. Pierce St. 
Prior to the traffi  c stop, Lt. 
Saavedra was attempting to 
park his patrol vehicle at the 
Alma Police Department when 
he observed a black pickup 
run onto the curb on the north 
side W. 14th St, while mak-
ing a southward turn onto S. 
Thomas St. Lt. Saavedra drove 
his patrol vehicle to the inter-
section of S. Thomas St. and 
W. 14th St. to check if there 
may have been any debris or 
other objects that the driver 
may have been trying lo avoid. 
He did not see anything in the 
roadway. As he was checking 
the intersection, the black 
pickup made a left tum on to 
W. 15th St.

He drove through the In-
tersection of W. 14th St and 
S. Thomas, came to a stop 
at S. Thomas St. and W. 
15th St. when he observed 
the pickup traveling East on 
W. 15th St. along the cen-
ter line. With the knowledge 
of the road condition on W. 
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Betty Sykes lives in the 

same house on Bead Street 

where she and her siblings 

were raised by their parents, 

the late Mr. J.C. Brown and 

Susie Brown and is a mem-

ber of First African Baptist 

Church.

As a young girl, she fol-

lowed her brother Charles 

running and playing ball and 

dreamed of becoming a teach-

er like her brother because 

what he said was gospel. 

When she entered 9th 

grade she started playing bas-

ketball but admits that at the 

time, she wasn’t very good. 

Coach J.T. Goodwin worked 

with her and the other girls on 

the team and by the beginning 

of 10th grade he knew he had 

a group of girls who would be 

good. 

Coach Goodwin was tough 

and they had to work hard to 

accomplish the goals he set 

for them and became a team 

who depended on each oth-

er to accomplish those goals. 

His motto was, “ If You lose 

it won’t be because you didn’t 

play hard, because you will 

play until the last whistle 

blows.” 

In her junior year the team 

traveled to Canton to play 

the number one team for the 

championship where they lost 

by two points and felt they 

had been cheated out of a win. 

The team vowed they would 

see them again!  

The next year, the 12th 

grade, Coach R.T. Johnson 

from Bacon County High 

School went to a game to 

watch the team play and 

expressed surprise at how 

good they were. Betty scored 

22 points that night which 

was her average then. Coach 

Johnson joked with his 

friends that they need-

ed to see her play because 

they had an ‘Indian’ play-

ing at Alma High School. 

Before the tournament 

that year, Coach Goodwin 
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If you paid $1 for this paper from 
a news rack, we thank you! You 
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Spring Forward

The 76th annual Bacon County 4-H 
& FFA Steer Show & 53rd Market Hog 
Show was held on Tuesday, February 
28, at the Bacon County Livestock Fa-
cility with Laney Ahl, daughter of Allen 
and Denise Ahl winning Grand Cham-
pion steer and placing fi rst in Junior 
Showmanship. The Reserve Champion 
steer was shown by Jacey Ahl, daughter 
of Allen and Denise Ahl. The average 
sales price for the steers was $2.16/Lbs. 
Robert Earl White, son of Donnie and 
Elizabeth White won Senior Showman-
ship and his steer was 1st place in Class 
3 steers. Analyn Boatright, daughter of 
Trent Boatright and Taylor Gilliard was 
the Junior Showmanship runner up 
and 3rd place in Class 2 steers. Tommy 
Lee Courson, son of Willis and Lindsey 
Courson placed 3rd in Junior Show-
manship and 2nd place in Class 1 Steers.

The placings are as follows with the 
buyers:

Market Steers:

Grand Champion/Class 2-1st Place- 
Laney Ahl - $2.25/lb.- TriCare Ambu-

lance Service
Reserve Champion/Class 1-1st Place- 

Jacey Ahl- $2.25/lb.- MidSouth Feeds
Class 2-2nd  Place- Tommy Lee 

Courson- $1.90/lb.- AA Injection and 
Turbo

Class 2-3rd Place- Analyn Boatright- 
$2.55/lb.- Pineland Bank

Class 3-1st  Place- Robert Earl 
White- $1.85/lbs.- AgPro Mershon
The 53rd annual 4-H & FFA Market 

Hog Show was held with Brayden McEl-
roy, the son of Chris and Halee McElroy, 
winning the Grand Champion Mar-
ket Hog and Junior Showmanship belt 
buckle. The Reserve Champion and Se-
nior Showmanship belt buckle were won 
by Bryce Griffi  n, the son of Justin and 
Jamie Griffi  n. The Novice Showman-
ship Champion was Lagan Spencer, the 

daughter of Brent and Brittany Spencer. 
The Best Average Daily Gain trophy be-
longed to Collin Moore, the son of Eric 
and Kristy Moore, whose market hog 
gained 1.72 lbs. per day. The average sell 
price of the market hogs from the live-
stock auction was $5.15/lb.

The placings are as follows with the 
buyers:

Class1:
1st Place- Eli Griffi  n - 

$4.70/lb. - Woody Folsom Ford/
Boatright Trucking

2nd Place- Braylee Johnson -
$4.70/lb.- MidSouth Feeds
3rd Place- Vera Kate Tyre

 -$5.40/lb.- State Representative 
Class 2:

1st Place- Collin Moore 
-$4.70/lb.- /Stash 32 

2nd Place- Lagan Spencer -$4.60/
lb.- Pierce Timber Company Inc. 
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It’s a “Family Affair” at 
the BC Youth Livestock Show

Laney Ahl wins the Grand Champion and 1st place Junior Showmanship in steer show. (L) Brayden McElroy wins the 

Grand Champion in the market hog show.

ESPLOST Voting 
Underway

By Gail Fiveash

As of Friday March 3, just over 225 registered voters have 

cast a ballot to decide if Bacon County’s ESPLOST is to con-

tinue.

“This is a fairly good turnout.” said Ann Russell Bacon 

County Elections Supervisor Ann Russell. “More voters have 

cast more votes than in Valdosta.”

If you are a property owner you should pay close attention 

and help decide if this will help keep your taxes down.

Sales tax to off set property taxes have been talked about 

for years and Bacon County like many other counties takes 

advantage of two 1% sales tax to spread the costs associated 

with the costs of running governments as well as the schools.

The ESPLOST helps to reduce property taxes by using a 

sales tax as a funding mechanism, rather than issuing a bond 

for construction programs that property owners may be re-

quired to pay through a property tax. ESPLOST provides a 

method for funding the cost of educational improvements 

that everyone pays. E-SPLOST, school districts had to raise 

property taxes to generate revenue for renovating and modi-

fying existing facilities and to construct new schools, placing 

the burden directly on property owners. 

An ESPLOST allows the tax burden to be spread among 

everyone who shops in a community and pays sales tax. 

The school board is partially funded by both the state and 

federal governments to off set the cost of teaching, but these 

funds are delegated for specifi c purposes. Capital projects, 

therefore, are funded from local funds. In the case of the Ba-

con County School Board they rely on its passage to off set 

rising costs to taxpayers, many who don’t have kids in the 

system to pay the ever rising costs.

According to the way it is set up, ESPLOST is a benefi t to 

property owners as it allows us an opportunity to share the 

tax burden with folks that are traveling through Bacon Coun-

ty purchasing gas and food. The Education Special Purpose 

Local Option Tax is back on the ballot for renewal on March 
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Sports Are Great, 
Education Timeless

Betty Sykes

Starling

Reckless 
Driving Led 

To Drug/
Possession 
Of Firearm 

Charges

GBI Investigates Fatal Offi  cer 
Involved Shooting In Nicholls

The GBI is investigating an 
offi  cer involved shooting in 
Nicholls. The Coff ee County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce requested the 
GBI conduct an independent 
investigation on March 6, 
2023. Roy Streat, 78, was shot 
and killed. No offi  cers were in-
jured in this incident.

Preliminary information 
indicates that the Nicholls Po-
lice Department was notifi ed 
that a man pointed a gun at a 
city employee and was walking 
down the road with the gun. 
Nicholls Police Department 
responded and found Streat 
with a gun at the intersection 
of Johnson Street and Bruns-
wick Avenue. Streat refused 
to put down the gun. The of-
fi cer unsuccessfully attempted 
to use a taser before shooting 
Streat. Streat was taken to 
Coff ee Regional Medical Cen-
ter where he later died.

The GBI will conduct an 

independent investigation. 
Once complete, the case fi le 
will be given to the Waycross 
Judicial Circuit District Attor-
ney’s Offi  ce for review.

This is the 17th offi  cer in-
volved shooting the GBI has 
been requested to investigate 
in 2023.

Roy Streat 

(deceased)


