
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

The Messenger and The Dawson 

Springs Progress appreciate all of our 

customers. Today, we would like to thank 

Sue Ann Simpson of Dawson Springs for 

subscribing to the newspaper.
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T h e  D a w s o n  S p r i n g s 
Board of Education met in 
a special-called session on 
Monday night for the dis-
cuss ion and subsequent 
a p p r o v a l  o f  a  o n e - t i m e 
fringe benefit bonus to the 
district’s employees.

Board Chairperson Vicki 
Allen made the proposal.

“To provide a one-t ime 
fringe benefit bonus as part 
of the compensation for the 
2022-23 school year in the 
amount of $1,000 to be paid 
on the paycheck received 
in  November  2022,  sub-
ject to the required with-
holdings,” she said. “This 
applies to ever y currently 
employed ful l - t ime,  con-
tracted employee and those 

active substitute employees 
who have worked 20 days 
or more this school year or 
a substitute being eligible 
to receive this compensa-
tion by requesting it to the 
Human Resources Coordi-
nator after completing 20 
days worked.”

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  L e o n -
ard Whalen clarified that 
once a  subst i tute  works 

20 days this school year--
even if that isn’t for sever-
al months, the substitute 
employee can request the 
one-time benefit from HR 
Coordinator Karla Mitch-
ell. Whalen stated that he 
hoped the bonus will moti-
vate more to apply for the 
substitute positions.

The fr inge benefi t  was 
a p p r o v e d  u n a n i m o u s l y 

by the Board members in 
attendance--Allen, Kent Dil-
l ingham, and Wes Ausen-
baugh. These Board mem-
bers were reelected to their 
r espect ive  posts  in  las t 
week’s general election.

“This fringe benefit bonus 
wil l  be compensation for 
ser vices rendered and for 
the benefit of the common 
public schools,” Allen said.

Dawson Board of Education approves  
$1k payment to all employees
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On Tuesday, Kentucky 
Governor Andy Beshear 
s igned  an  execut i ve 
order to relax the Com-
monwealth’s prohibition 
on medical cannabis, a 
move which drew harsh 
criticism from Kentucky 
Republicans.

“These are actions that 
I can take as governor to 
provide access to medi-
cal cannabis and relief to 
those who need it to bet-
ter enjoy their life without 

pain,” Beshear said at a 
news conference on Tues-
day.

The governor’s execu-
tive order, which would 
take ef fect on Jan. 1, 
would allow Kentucky 
residents to posses and 
use small amounts of 
medical  mari juana to 
treat specific conditions, 
provided that it was legal-
ly purchased in states 
where it is legally sold.

The amount could not 
exceed eight ounces, 
which is the separation 

between a misdemean-
or and felony possession 
charge in Kentucky. In 
order to legally use mar-
ijuana, a Kentucky resi-
dent would need cer ti-
fication from a licensed 
health care provider that 
they suf fered from can-
cer, multiple sclerosis, 
muscular dystrophy and 
post-traumatic stress syn-
drome.

“Executive orders are 
generally considered a 
way around the legisla-
tive process,” said newly 

elected 4th District State 
Representative Wade Wil-
liams of Madisonville. 
“The Kentucky State leg-
islature has been working 
on this issue and I feel 
confident there will be a 
resolution soon.”

He added, “Executive 
orders are not meant to 
supersede state and fed-
eral laws.”

According to both state 
and federal law, posses-
sion and use of marijuana 
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Dawson Springs officially has a 
new city clerk.

After serving as Assistant City 
Clerk for the past four years, Amie 
Thomas was appointed as City 
Clerk by the Dawson Springs City 
Council at its meeting on Tuesday 
evening. The town’s previous clerk, 
Janet Dunbar, retired on Oct. 31 

after 13 years of service to the city.
The City of Dawson Springs, in 

conjunction with the Main Street 
Program, will be hosting the annual 
Christmas Parade on Sunday, Dec. 
4 at 5:30 p.m., Thomas announced. 
The theme for this year’s edition 
of the parade is “Count Your Bless-
ings: Dawson Strong.”

Local  businesses ,  schools , 
churches, organizations, and indi-

viduals are encouraged to partici-
pate. Entries must be submitted to 
the City Clerk’s office by 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 1. Entry forms can 
be obtained at the City Hall Annex 
during regular business hours.

“Each entry must have at least 
one person in costume, riding or 
walking,” said Thomas. “Prizes will 
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Thanksgiving Day is a week away, 
and so is the Run for the Hungry to 
benefit the Christian Food Bank of 
Hopkins County.

Kate Evans, the event organizer, said 
they closed registration last week at 
182 participants, some virtual.

“We figured better to close it and 
know that we can handle it than have 
too many people and have a mad 
house,” she said.

Marci Cox, the food bank director, 
thought there would be around 100 
people participating, while Evans said 
she was concerned it would be her and 
her five closest friends.

“It has been great,” she said. “It 
makes me really excited for years to 
come to see how it is going to grow.”

The money from the event will help 
the food bank purchase food and help 
put all the money into the people they 
help.

“With the economy and COVID and 
everything else, their numbers have 
skyrocketed with the number of people 
they are helping,” said Evans.

There will be a packet pickup from 
noon to 3 p.m. on Nov. 23 and from 
7-7:45 a.m. the morning of the race at 
the Kayak Launch in Mahr Park Arbo-
retum. Registration will also reopen 
during packet pickup for any last-min-
ute participants.

Registration costs for the kids run for 
those under 12 years old is $10, the 18 
and under 5K is $18, and the adult 5K 

New Dawson clerk sworn in

 Cassie Ipock

In her first act as Dawson Springs City Clerk, Amie Thomas (left) reads a proclamation as Mayor Chris Smiley listens. The 
Dawson Springs City Council appointed Thomas as clerk at its meeting on Tuesday evening due to the recent retire-
ment of Janet Dunbar. Thomas had served as the assistant city clerk for four years before the appointment on Tuesday. 
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