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VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Put more thought 
and energy into making a 
difference, helping others 
and forming decisions that 
will help you reach your 
professional and financial 
expectations.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) — Relationships 
should be on your radar. 
Be aware of body lan-
guage, how well you read 
whatever room you walk 
into and who you want to 
connect with most. Your 
charm will be hard to 
resist, but be careful what 
you allude to.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Expectations 
will lead to disappointment 
if you believe what others 
tell you. There’s a lot of 
hype and little substance 
that comes your way to-
day. Channel your energy 
into doing for yourself.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — Research, 
then put a self-improve-
ment plan that satisfies 
your soul in place. Work-
ing toward a concrete 
solution will help you see 
the light at the end of the 
tunnel.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 

22-Jan. 19) — Utilizing 
intelligence and following 
through with your plans 
will get you where you 
want to go. Don’t let the 
past stand in your way or 
allow someone to step in 
and redirect your focus.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 19) — Get in 
the groove and burrow 
your way forward with 
vengeance. Trust your in-
stincts, and leave the past 
behind you. Venture down 
a path that enables you 
to grow mentally and love 
who you are and where 
you are heading.

PISCES (Feb. 
20-March 20) — When 
one door closes, another 
will open. Living both in 
the past and the future 
won’t work. Pick a side 
and give it your all. Letting 
go of what isn’t working 
for you is necessary.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19) — Stop over-
thinking and start doing. 
Put yourself out there, and 
connect with people who 
share your beliefs and 
enthusiasm. The thoughts 
you share will help you 
piece together a plan.

TAURUS (April 20-

May 20) — Patience will 
be necessary. Domestic 
problems will escalate 
quickly if you let your 
emotions take over and 
your imagination turn a 
small problem into some-
thing gigantic.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) — Think matters 
through, and finish what 
you start. Refuse to let 
what others do stand 
in your way. Be true to 
yourself, and let your in-
stincts guide you forward 
in a positive and helpful 
manner.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — If something is 
bothering you, speak up. 
If you allow anger to set in 
first, you’ll make a scene 
you’ll soon regret. Over-
reacting will work against 
you; keep your dialogue 
simple, direct and loving.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) — Set your course 
and don’t look back. It’s 
necessary to have proper 
preparation in place in 
order to avoid getting lost 
or forgetting to do some-
thing. Think big, but model 
your plans to suit your 
budget and demands.

Dear Annie: I am 
desperate to declutter our 
house, but my husband 
has a very hard time letting 
go of anything. Our clos-
ets are overflowing, the 
garage is packed, and we 
have boxes of things we 
haven’t opened in years. 
There are old tools, clothes 
that no longer fit, broken 
electronics, stacks of 
paperwork and even things 
from hobbies he hasn’t 
touched in decades. Every 
time I suggest donating or 
throwing something away, 
he finds a reason we might 
need it someday.

I’m not trying to get rid 
of everything or make our 
home look like a show-
room. I just want to be able 
to open a closet without 
something falling on me, 
park the car in the garage 
and have a few clear 
surfaces in the house. 
The clutter makes me feel 
stressed and unsettled, 
while he seems almost 
comforted by having every-
thing around.

The problem is that 
when I start sorting things, 
my husband gets anxious 
or defensive and says I’m 
pressuring him. If I hold 
up something we haven’t 
used in 15 years, he can 
suddenly give me a de-
tailed explanation of why it 
might come in handy. I’ve 
even suggested starting 
small with one drawer or 
one shelf, but somehow 
every item turns into a 
negotiation.

I love my husband and 
don’t want him to feel 
that I’m disrespecting his 
belongings or memories. 
At the same time, I feel as 
though our possessions 
are starting to control our 
home instead of the other 
way around.

How can I declutter 
our house without mak-
ing my husband feel like 
I’m throwing away his 
belongings — or starting 
World War III over a box 
of old extension cords? — 
Drowning in Clutter

Dear Drowning in 
Clutter: Start with paring 
down your shared spaces. 
Agree on a few small ar-
eas to clear together, while 
leaving his personal be-
longings for him to decide. 
It may help to set a timer 
for 20 or 30 minutes and 
tackle one small space at a 
time. Keeping the process 
manageable may make it 
feel less like an attack and 
more like a shared project.

Remember that your 
husband’s attachment to 
his belongings may be 
about more than the ob-
jects themselves. They can 

represent memories, past 
interests or a sense of se-
curity. Listen to that without 
allowing every explanation 
to become a veto.

You deserve a home 
that feels peaceful, and he 
deserves to feel that his 
possessions are treated 
with respect. With patience 
and a little compromise, 
you can work toward both. 
The goal isn’t to win a bat-
tle over stuff; it’s to make 
your home feel comfort-
able for both of you.

“Out of Bounds: 
Estrangement, Bound-
aries and the Search for 
Forgiveness” is out now! 
Annie Lane’s third anthol-
ogy is for anyone who has 
lived with anger, estrange-
ment or the deep ache of 
being wronged — because 
forgiveness isn’t for them. 
It’s for you.
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