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LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) — Choose a path. 
What you decide to pursue 
will require discipline and 
innovative thinking to get to 
where you want to go. Don’t 
let financial or professional 
stress slow you down.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) — Keep life simple, 
doable and affordable. 
Taking a walk down memory 
lane will help you recognize 
similarities in things that are 
recurring. Learning from the 
past will help you.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — Cut yourself 
some slack. Follow your 
aspirations and what makes 
you feel optimistic about the 
future. Turn your surround-
ings into a place you want to 
spend time.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Listen carefully 
and get what you want in 
writing. Someone will try to 
mislead you if you aren’t 
specific and adamant about 
your needs and desires. Put 
your energy into doing the 
best job possible.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-

Feb. 19) — Put your heart, 
emotions and thoughts on 
the shelf, and wheel and 
deal with finesse. Know your 
intentions, and plan your ac-
tions to serve your purpose. 
Love yourself first.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 
20) — Spend time going 
over your finances and med-
ical records. Leave nothing 
to chance or up to some-
one else to decide. Taking 
control will give you the best 
seat at the table to get what 
you want when you want it.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — Put more thought into 
what you want to accumu-
late and what you want to 
release. Increasing your 
earning potential will offer 
financial freedom but also 
add to your responsibilities.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Give yourself 
a chance to breathe. Walk 
away from drama, people 
who ask for too much and 
temptation that will cost you. 
Do your research, plan your 
next move and take better 
care of yourself.

GEMINI (May 21-June 

20) — Consider your 
options and how to make 
the most of skills you enjoy 
using. Don’t let boredom 
motivate you. Allow enjoy-
ment and gratitude for being 
able to do something that 
makes you happy carry you 
forward.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) — Don’t limit what 
you can do for the sake of 
someone else. Have heart-
to-heart discussions that 
help you work in harmony 
with others without forgoing 
your needs.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
— Concentrate on learning 
and turning your ideas into 
something tangible. Don’t let 
others dictate what you can 
do. When you know what’s 
in your heart, it’s up to you 
to follow through.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Spell it out for anyone 
who doesn’t get what you 
are asking for. Be nice but 
blunt, and don’t accept 
changes you don’t want. 
Stay calm, stick to facts and 
make decisions based on 
necessity.

Dear Annie: My daugh-
ter is single and raising 
two sons. Her husband 
died in an automobile acci-
dent four years ago.

I am worried about the 
relationship between her 
sons, “Steven,” 16, and 
“Frederick,” 10. I think they 
are too close and too af-
fectionate with each other. 
Steven is very protective 
of Frederick, and Frederick 
worships his big brother. 
When I visit them or they 
come to my house, they 
cling to each other. They 
are constantly hugging and 
even kissing, which I hon-
estly find a bit disgusting.

Sometimes they watch 
TV together cuddled up on 
the sofa. I have even seen 
Frederick sleeping with his 
head in Steven’s lap.

My daughter mentioned 
that sometimes Frederick 
sleeps in his brother’s bed 
when she works third shift. 
I once tried to tell them 
they are too affectionate 
and need to cut it out. 
They both just laughed and 
said they love each other.

I don’t think there is 
anything sexual going on 
between them, but I think 
that once Frederick reach-
es puberty, it could very 
well happen. I discussed 
it with my daughter, and 
she said she sees nothing 
wrong and I am just being 
old-fashioned. She said 
kids are a lot more open 
these days. She said that 
they turned to each other 
when their dad died and 
that Frederick sees his big 
brother as a father figure.

I can understand that, 
but am I wrong to be dis-
gusted by their behavior? 
— Concerned Grandfather.

Dear Concerned 
Grandfather: Your 
daughter is fine with her 
sons’ dynamics, and that’s 
enough. You have to trust 
the job you did as a parent 
in teaching her good judg-
ment — that if something 
inappropriate were going 
on between her sons, she 
would stop it. Steven must 
be a mature and caring 
person to take his little 
brother under his wing as 
he has. Of that you should 
be proud.

Dear Annie: On what 

planet does “Discouraged 
in KY” live to think that fat 
people do not get rude 
things said to them?

I’ve been overweight 
most of my life. All through 
my childhood, comments 
were made — not by 
friends or strangers but by 
relatives and by my moth-
er. None of those people 
hesitated to express com-
ments about my weight. To 
them, I was my weight.

At this point in my 
68-year-old life, I still have 
to watch what I eat, but I’m 
reasonably comfortable 
with my size. Neverthe-
less, a new acquaintance 
asked me not long ago 
whether I have a goiter. My 
neck hangs down and al-
ways has; everyone on my 
father’s side of the family 
has this neck, and mine 
is worse because of a 
lifetime of weight gain and 
weight loss. After the goiter 
comment, I feel self-con-
scious. I think people see 
nothing but my neck when 
they look at me. And so it 

goes. Rude comments are 
still coming in. — Enough 
Already in FL

Dear Enough Already: 
Thanks for writing. I’m 
printing your letter, as it 
offers another example 
of something not to say 
to a friend (or to anyone, 
period). If you want to try 
worrying less about people 
looking at your neck, pick 
out something about your-
self you love — your eyes, 
smile, earlobes, whatever 
— and believe that’s what 
people see when they see 
you. It might not always be 
true, but if you’re going to 
assume something, why 
not assume something 
good?

“Out of Bounds: 
Estrangement, Bound-
aries and the Search for 
Forgiveness” is out now! 
Annie Lane’s third anthol-
ogy is for anyone who has 
lived with anger, estrange-
ment or the deep ache of 
being wronged — because 
forgiveness isn’t for them. 
It’s for you.
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