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AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 19) — Rearrange 
and move things around to 
better accommodate your 
plans. Put some thought 
into money management 
and how you use your 
skills for your personal 
benefit.

PISCES (Feb. 
20-March 20) — Change 
that you make for the right 
reasons will benefit you. 
Don’t let ego or emotions 
drive your decisions. Take 
care of business firsthand 
for best results.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — Emotional situations 
will arise if you set unrea-
sonable expectations or try 
to help someone who isn’t 
willing to help themselves. 
Others will be too eager to 
take advantage of you if 
you let them.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) — Taking on too much 
will tax you mentally and 
physically. Rearrange your 
space to make life easier, 
and adjust your routine to 
ensure you have enough 
time to rest and rejuvenate.

GEMINI (May 21-June 

20) — Study and plan, and 
execute your next move. 
If possible, a secretive ap-
proach is favored. Follow 
your heart. Don’t be in a 
hurry to announce yourself 
or your intentions.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — Put a little 
elbow grease into the mix, 
and you’ll reach your goal. 
Discipline and hard work 
will lead to results you 
can be proud of. Avoid 
emotional spending or 
paying for someone else’s 
mistake.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
— Keep your eyes fixated 
on what’s meaningful. 
Put relationships first and 
refuse to let outsiders inter-
fere with your personal life. 
When in doubt, observe. 
Time is on your side.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Learning is your 
path to positive change. 
Consider what makes you 
happy and head in that 
direction. Gravitate toward 
people who share your 
beliefs, standards and 
lifestyle.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23) — Put in extra hours, 
work from home and pro-
mote a productive week. 
Make plans to incorpo-
rate a healthy schedule, 
including time for exercise 
and to address your dietary 
needs.

SCORPIO (Oct. 
24-Nov. 22) — Reserve 
judgment. Take the time 
to observe and consider 
situations fully. Your per-
spective about what’s right 
for you may not sit well 
with those facing similar 
situations.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — Walk away 
from disruptive situations. 
Put your time, energy and 
thought into work-related 
matters, investments and 
pursuits that offer the high-
est returns.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Pay attention 
to detail, use your skills 
creatively and focus on do-
mestic issues to maintain a 
calm and productive envi-
ronment. How you nurture 
your mind, body and soul 
will determine how your 
day unfolds.

Dear Annie: I’m one of 
those people who talks to 
her dogs like they’re little 
roommates. I don’t mean 
baby-talk nonstop, but yes, 
I tell them, “Good morning.” 
Yes, I apologize if I step 
over them. And yes, I know 
exactly which squeaky 
toy means “play” versus 
“comfort.”

I have two dogs: Daisy, 
who’s 12 and moves like 
an old lady in slippers, and 
Moose, who’s 5 and be-
lieves every delivery driver 
is his best friend. They 
were with me through my 
hardest years — including 
a time when I’d come home 
to a silent house and feel 
my throat tighten before I 
even took my shoes off.

Here’s the problem: I’m 
dating a man I really like. 
He’s steady. He’s thought-
ful. He opens doors, not in 
a showy way but in a way 
that makes me feel safe. 
He’s the kind of person 
who texts, “Did you get 
home OK?” and actually 
means it.

But he doesn’t like 
dogs. Not fear. Not allergy. 
Just ... dislike. He tolerates 
them the way someone 
tolerates a loud neighbor. 
He avoids touching them. 
If Moose leans against his 
leg, he steps away. He’s 
mentioned — twice now — 
that “eventually” we’d have 
to talk about “what hap-
pens with the dogs” if this 
gets serious.

The first time he said 
it, I laughed because I 
assumed he didn’t realize 
what he was asking. The 
second time, I didn’t laugh, 
and he said, “I’m not trying 
to be cruel, I just don’t want 
to live with animals.”

I haven’t told my kids 
yet because I’m embar-
rassed. I don’t want to 

sound dramatic, but in my 
body, it feels dramatic — 
like someone is asking me 
to erase a part of my life 
that carried me through.

Is there any compro-
mise here that doesn’t end 
with resentment? Or is this 
one of those hard truths 
where love isn’t enough? 
— Two Leashes, One 
Heart

Dear Two Leashes: 
This is not just about the 
dogs. This is about your 
daily life. Daisy’s comfort 
and Moose’s enthusiasm 
are integral to your daily 
life, and they have been 
there for you through a lot. 
It would drastically change 
your day-to-day if they 
were to no longer be part 
of it.

You can compromise on 
couch rules, training, gates 
and who walks whom. 

You cannot compromise 
on whether your family 
members get to exist. Your 
boyfriend is being honest, 
so be honest back. Tell him 
that the dogs are staying. If 
he wants a future with you, 
it has to be a future with 
them in it.

Don’t be embarrassed. 
You’re not being dramatic 
at all. Plenty of people 
have dealbreakers in 
relationships. Yours just 
happen to have wagging 
tails.

“Out of Bounds: 
Estrangement, Bound-
aries and the Search for 
Forgiveness” is out now! 
Annie Lane’s third anthol-
ogy is for anyone who has 
lived with anger, estrange-
ment or the deep ache of 
being wronged — because 
forgiveness isn’t for them. 
It’s for you. 
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