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LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) — Set up meaningful 
conversations that can open 
doors or help you envision 
how you can reach your 
goals. Refuse to let a lack 
of knowledge or not sharing 
your plans be your nemesis.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Keep your plans and 
your actions to yourself. 
Working behind the scenes 
will help you get things done 
without interference. Invest 
more time in yourself and 
your objectives.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) — Engage in an activity 
that serves as a platform to 
showcase your skills, proj-
ects and long-term goals. 
The people you encounter 
and what they offer will be 
eye-opening. Embrace the 
possibilities.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) — Stop, listen and ob-
serve before you decide to 
join in. Your intentions may 
be honorable, but you aren’t 
likely to be met with positive 
feedback if you are restric-
tive or pushy.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 

23-Dec. 21) — Spend more 
time at home and doing 
what you can to lower your 
overhead. You can cut your 
losses if you walk away from 
what’s holding you back. 
Say no to subscriptions you 
no longer use, need or want.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Pay attention to 
detail, money management 
and your health. Put time 
aside to nurture yourself 
and your relationships with 
those who contribute to your 
happiness.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19) — Rely on your 
own devices instead of 
waiting for someone to do 
the work for you. It’s time 
to take responsibility and to 
apply your skills, knowledge 
and experience to make 
headway.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 
20) — Refuse to let what 
others do make you angry. 
Freedom to do as you 
please comes at a price. 
Weigh the pros and cons, 
then proceed with honor-
able intentions. Explore the 
possibilities.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — Take an interest in 
others, events and activities 
that grab your attention. Be-
ing an enthusiast will lead to 
friendships with like-minded 
people and information that 
can enrich your life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) — Overindulgence will 
set you back. Concentrate 
on decluttering and mini-
mizing your stress. Distance 
yourself from emotional is-
sues and people who tend to 
bring you down or cost you 
emotionally or financially.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) — A change of routine 
will boost your ego and 
your enthusiasm. Engage in 
events that look promising 
and help you connect to 
someone who shares your 
beliefs and goals. Don’t take 
risks.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) — Pick and choose 
carefully. Anger and manip-
ulation will set you back. If 
you want something, pro-
ceed with a kind word and a 
positive attitude. Be willing to 
give and take.

Dear Annie: My husband 
and I have a 34-year-old 
daughter who has lived with 
us all her life (except for 
maybe a year). She brought 
her freeloading boyfriend in. 
I had cancer at the time and 
they didn’t even bother to do 
anything, so she ended up 
pregnant.

I kicked her boyfriend out 
of the house after finding out 
he couldn’t even take her to 
the hospital to have his baby. 
The baby brought such joy 
to our lives, but she works at 
a very part-time job, doesn’t 
help around the house and 
stays in her room while we 
watch the boy. She wanted to 
get him a dog, so we helped 
her. If we were to ask her to 
leave, we would worry about 
our grandson.

She is getting along by 
not paying rent or buying 
food, and she has both of us, 
and her son’s other grandma, 
for free babysitters. This is 
going on while his dad is in 
rehab. We even pay some of 
her other bills when she can’t.

I’m disabled, so we get 
my check, and my husband 
works very hard to support 
the four of us. How can we 
get her to leave without her 
taking her son completely 
away from us? — Broken 
Mom

Dear Broken Mom: If you 
teach a man to fish, he has 
dinner for life, but if you give 
him a fish, he only has dinner 
for one night. Your daughter 
and her boyfriend are only 
having the fish handed to 
them and it is not doing any-
one any favors. But you are 
in a tough situation because 
you love your grandson and 
don’t want your daughter to 
take him away.

The truth is that your 
daughter sounds like she is 
hurting. It can’t feel good to 
just sit in her room all day 
while her parents play with 
her son. She might be suf-
fering from depression. She 
needs help and support, not 
judgment. You began your 
letter by calling your grand-
son’s father a freeloader. 
While it might seem like that 
is what he is doing, he is also 
suffering from addiction and 
is trying to get help in rehab. 

That type of judgment doesn’t 
help anyone, especially your 
grandson.

You and your husband 
should have calm conversa-
tions with your daughter to 
set up boundaries for her liv-
ing at your house, or leaving, 
but staying on good terms so 
you can continue to see your 
grandson.

Dear Annie: My wife was 
fed up over a pair of cutoff 
shorts that I wore all the time. 
In fact, I had worn them so 
many times that the patches 
had patches. The only origi-
nal parts left were the belt line 
and around the zipper. It took 
three days for them to dry 
after washing. We were not 
struggling, and I could and 
did wear “decent” clothing 
when we went anywhere.

My wife knew that there 
was a lot more sentimental 
value to those shorts than 
clothing need. But the time 
came when she could no 
longer stand to see them, on 
or off me. She threw them 
out. It was time. I could not 
have done it. I was sad but 
not heartbroken. Now, I ask 
when something gets too 

worn, “repair or rag bin?” It 
keeps our rag bin full enough 
and keeps me from embar-
rassing my wife, when out or 
when home.

“Fed Up,” who wrote that 
she was frustrated about her 
husband’s wardrobe, needs 
to find a quiet time to have 
a discussion about where 
her husband’s head is at. 
Then, together, they can find 
a dress code that suits them 
both. — No Longer Raggedy 
Andy

Dear No Longer Rag-
gedy Andy: I love the fact 
that you worked together as a 
partnership with your wife to 
come up with a solution as to 
what to do with your clothing 
with holes in it. Teamwork 
frequently works better when 
trying to solve problems in 
domestic life.

“Out of Bounds: Estrange-
ment, Boundaries and the 
Search for Forgiveness” is 
out now! Annie Lane’s third 
anthology is for anyone who 
has lived with anger, es-
trangement or the deep ache 
of being wronged — because 
forgiveness isn’t for them. It’s 
for you.
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