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GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) — Choose the road 
that encourages you to 
learn, to explore and to 
gain insight into what ex-
cites you most. You thrive 
when busy and engaging 
in playful banter and flirta-
tious gestures.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — A snap deci-
sion will lead to conflict. 
Observe, then consider 
all your options. Showing 
compassion, loyalty and 
respect will be what makes 
a difference in any emo-
tional situation you face 
today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
— A direct approach to life, 
love and what you desire 
most will leave nothing to 
chance. Stop dreaming 
and reminiscing when 
following through with your 
intentions will make you 
feel alive.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Pursue a learning 
expedition and see what 
transpires. Something or 
someone you encounter 
will help you decide what’s 
best for you. Making a 
move for the wrong reason 
will lead to backtracking.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 

23) — You may not agree 
with or like everyone you 
encounter, but they will of-
fer insight into how to deal 
with opposition. Set bound-
aries, and be quick to 
make changes that allow 
you to dodge inappropriate 
gestures.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Put more time 
and energy into traveling, 
learning and discovering 
what makes you happy. 
Take control, expand your 
circle and explore the 
possibilities of using your 
qualifications.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — You’re 
in a better position than 
you realize. Protect your 
assets, possessions and 
reputation from anyone 
who may want to challenge 
you. Preparation will help 
you outmaneuver any 
opponent.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19) — Stick close 
to home and loved ones. 
Personal changes will 
be uplifting and help you 
manage your time and 
money efficiently. Don’t 
miss out on an adventure 
with someone you love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-

Feb. 19) — Don’t grumble 
or let anger take over. 
Walk away from what you 
cannot change and toward 
what makes you happy. 
A self-help day will assist 
you in putting your life in 
perspective.

PISCES (Feb. 
20-March 20) — Hold 
tight; your best decisions 
will be made through 
deciding what’s possible 
and what offers the most 
rewards emotionally, physi-
cally and financially. Take it 
upon yourself to indulge in 
what makes you happy.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — A change to how 
you allocate your mon-
ey will help you save. 
Structure your schedule to 
meet your demands. The 
balance between work and 
play will make your life 
easier. Looking out for your 
best interests will ward off 
anyone’s attempts to sabo-
tage your reputation.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Filter through 
the possibilities. Let your 
emotions help you express 
your feelings. The best 
way to find out how some-
one feels about you is to 
open a dialogue and ask.

Dear Annie: I’m 26 and 
sharing an apartment with 
two roommates who make 
my home life miserable. 
There’s constant noise, 
passive-aggressive notes 
and one of them regularly 
invites people over late 
on weeknights (plus, they 
usually make dinner without 
cleaning up). I work long 
hours and need a peaceful 
home to recharge. I’d do 
anything to come home to 
silence. I’ve tried addressing 
it directly; it didn’t stick.

I’ve found a studio I 
love that I can afford on 
my own, technically. But 
“afford” means rent, utilities, 
and groceries — nothing 
left over. No savings, no 
cushion. I know the smart fi-
nancial move is to gut it out, 
find better roommates or 
wait. But I’m so depleted. At 
what point is peace of mind 
worth the financial risk? — 
Torn in Two

Dear Torn in Two: 
Peace of mind is worth a lot. 
An empty savings account 
during a job loss, a medical 
bill or a car problem is worth 
quite a bit more.

“I can afford it” and “I can 
afford it safely” are different 
things, and you already 
know which one applies 
here. Living without a cush-
ion means one bad month 
can unravel everything 
you’ve built.

That said, you’re not 
stuck between this apart-
ment and that studio. A 
deliberate search for one 
trustworthy roommate could 
get you most of the peace 
you’re after at a fraction of 
the cost.

Dear Annie: I’m writing 
in response to “Just Let Me 
Live My Life,” the 79-year-
old man who described 
ongoing conflict with his 
kids about moving back to 

the Midwest to be closer to 
them after his wife passed. 
He isn’t ready for that and is 
upset that all their conver-
sations are centered around 
this.

Perhaps he should strike 
a two-part agreement with 
them: one, in addition to 
regular doctor’s visits, he 
allows one of his kids to 
have contact with his doctor; 
and two, they all mutually 
decide on circumstances 
under which he would agree 
to relocate to assisted living 
(serious injury, health com-
plications, dementia, major 
mobility concerns, etc).

Something like this in-
vites all parties to bring their 
most reasonable selves to 
the negotiations. His kids 
must acknowledge that his 
independence and happi-
ness are his to cherish, and 
he must acknowledge (what 

will eventually be) legitimate 
concerns on the part of his 
kids. — Happy Medium

Dear Happy Medium: 
Thank you for your thought-
ful letter. Other readers 
echoed your suggestion that 
planning ahead can bring 
peace of mind to everyone 
involved. While “Just Let Me 
Live My Life” didn’t mention 
whether his legal, finan-
cial and medical plans are 
already in place, those con-
versations are worth having 
now — before a crisis forces 
them.

“Out of Bounds: Es-
trangement, Boundaries and 
the Search for Forgiveness” 
is out now! Annie Lane’s 
third anthology is for anyone 
who has lived with anger, 
estrangement or the deep 
ache of being wronged — 
because forgiveness isn’t 
for them. It’s for you.
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