Fripay, JunE 12, 2026

Cowmics & PuzzLEs

CELEBRITY CIPHER
by Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from quotations by famous people, past and present.
Each letter in the cipher stands for another.

“YNXJXCXA B NMCX ZR PR MJ

BEIAXDDBRJ RL MJSHRPS, B DZTPS

ZNXE MJP LBUTAX RTZ ZNX YMS BJ
YNBON B ME ZNX DMEX MD ZNXE.”
— GMzZX EOGBJJRJ

Previous Solution: “I always try to answer genuinely and from the heart. I've
never been media-trained, so what you see is what you get.” — Naomi Osaka

TODAY’S CLUE: O sfenbs y
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ACROSS 38 Mad Answer to Previous Puzzle
1 Cul-de- — scientist’s
4 Large- helper
mouth — 39 Formerly,
8 Dimple formerly
12 Notable 41 Train
time in the 43 All right
past (Hyph_-)
13 Go slowly 45 Favorite — E
14 Weapon for 46 Chinese boat
a fencer 49 Indigo dye M
15 Ventilate 51 ggmgg o
16 Perjurer T
17 Notlyours 52 Char |
18 Naught 54 Last letter
20 Threaten 56 Sgt. o
22 Prom rental Snorkel’s dog N
23 Pallid 37 Injure ry
24 Sports 58 Actress —
arena 50 I\Sll_endes L
28 “American 'gh gas 3 Custodian 10 Hawaii’s bird
-7 60 ]Si:ourtroom 4 Mississippi 11 Donetoa —
31 Spear 61 Dg'rken city 19 lll-mannered
32 Stuff 5 Black cuckoo 21 Brad
34 Fish eggs 6 Swindle 24 Health resort
36 Common DOWN 7 “The Taming 25 Exhaust
verb 1 “— of Love” of the —” 26 ET’s craft
37 “— Like It 2 State near 8 Insist 27 Silent
Hot” Nev. 9 Monumental performer
29 Arranged
1 2 |3 9 10 11 systemati-
cally
30 Plunder
33 Went first
35 Before
37 Word in a
telegram
38 Picture
40 Biblical
strongman
42 Service
branch
(2 wds.)
44 Buckwheat
porridge
46 Fill
47 About
(2 wds.)
48 Tidy
50 First name in
- jeans
51 Calendar
3 57 58 abbr.
53 Skill
59 50 61 55 Hoover —

6-12 © 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel Syndication for UFS

The Grizzwells® by Bill Schorr

THIS MoRNING, No WAY, T THINK Yel)'RE Bla WHeoP !, T REALLY ZARE WHAT
FLoRA TolD ME Bro JUST HITTING A PINCUSHION THINKS
T'MWAY Teo YoUR STRIDE —_— i
SARCASTIC TWESE

THESE DAYS
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THANKS — ‘
(SESUSER A Y N

The Born Loser® by Art & Chip Sansom

P o THAT SCHooL'S OUT," 2 PAND WHAT
WHAT ARE. YOU GOINGTO ELSE?
DO ON SUMMER VACATIONZ
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BOT THE TOMATOES
WILL BE RIPE SOON. THINGS
WILL GET A LITTLE CRAZY
THEN!

IT'S EARLY! WE HAVE
MOSTLY SQUASH, COCOMBERS
AND A FEW PEPPERS.

YOU KNOW,
1 LOVED TO PLAY
'STORE' WHEN [ WAS
A LITTLE GIRL!

HOW DO YOU
PLAY 'STORE'Z

18O smeipuy Aq 9810 *oul ‘S Aa 92020

Brevity® by DAN

I JUST LOVE
MY NEwW
HAIR FRYER!
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Alley Oop® by Dave Graue and Jack Bencer

NO ONE EVER CAME
TO JOIN ME HERE ON
MARS, SO I ASSUME
THAT EARTH BLEW UP.

WELL, IT CAN'T
BE BECAUSE NO
ONE LIKES ME.

I KNOW!
ROBOTS!
EVERYONE ON

WHAT’S HAPPENED
IN THE LAST 50
YEARS, CHANCE?

EARTH IS
STILL THERE.
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ASTROGRAPH

By Eugenia Last

GEMINI (May 21-June
20) — Choose the road
that encourages you to
learn, to explore and to
gain insight into what ex-
cites you most. You thrive
when busy and engaging
in playful banter and flirta-
tious gestures.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22) — A snap deci-
sion will lead to conflict.
Observe, then consider
all your options. Showing
compassion, loyalty and
respect will be what makes
a difference in any emo-
tional situation you face
today.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
— A direct approach to life,
love and what you desire
most will leave nothing to
chance. Stop dreaming
and reminiscing when
following through with your
intentions will make you
feel alive.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22) — Pursue a learning
expedition and see what
transpires. Something or
someone you encounter
will help you decide what’s
best for you. Making a
move for the wrong reason
will lead to backtracking.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.

DEAR ANNIE

23) — You may not agree
with or like everyone you
encounter, but they will of-
fer insight into how to deal
with opposition. Set bound-
aries, and be quick to
make changes that allow
you to dodge inappropriate
gestures.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22) — Put more time
and energy into traveling,
learning and discovering
what makes you happy.
Take control, expand your
circle and explore the
possibilities of using your
qualifications.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
23-Dec. 21) — You're
in a better position than
you realize. Protect your
assets, possessions and
reputation from anyone
who may want to challenge
you. Preparation will help
you outmaneuver any
opponent.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) — Stick close
to home and loved ones.
Personal changes will
be uplifting and help you
manage your time and
money efficiently. Don’t
miss out on an adventure
with someone you love.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-

Feb. 19) — Don’t grumble
or let anger take over.
Walk away from what you
cannot change and toward
what makes you happy.

A self-help day will assist
you in putting your life in
perspective.

PISCES (Feb.
20-March 20) — Hold
tight; your best decisions
will be made through
deciding what'’s possible
and what offers the most
rewards emotionally, physi-
cally and financially. Take it
upon yourself to indulge in
what makes you happy.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — A change to how
you allocate your mon-
ey will help you save.
Structure your schedule to
meet your demands. The
balance between work and
play will make your life
easier. Looking out for your
best interests will ward off
anyone’s attempts to sabo-
tage your reputation.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Filter through
the possibilities. Let your
emotions help you express
your feelings. The best
way to find out how some-
one feels about you is to
open a dialogue and ask.

By Annie Lane

Dear Annie: I'm 26 and
sharing an apartment with
two roommates who make
my home life miserable.
There’s constant noise,
passive-aggressive notes
and one of them regularly
invites people over late
on weeknights (plus, they
usually make dinner without
cleaning up). | work long
hours and need a peaceful
home to recharge. I'd do
anything to come home to
silence. I've tried addressing
it directly; it didn’t stick.

I've found a studio |
love that | can afford on
my own, technically. But
“afford” means rent, utilities,
and groceries — nothing
left over. No savings, no
cushion. | know the smart fi-
nancial move is to gut it out,
find better roommates or
wait. But I'm so depleted. At
what point is peace of mind
worth the financial risk? —
Torn in Two

Dear Torn in Two:
Peace of mind is worth a lot.
An empty savings account
during a job loss, a medical
bill or a car problem is worth
quite a bit more.

“I can afford it” and “I can
afford it safely” are different
things, and you already
know which one applies
here. Living without a cush-
ion means one bad month
can unravel everything
you’ve built.

That said, you're not
stuck between this apart-
ment and that studio. A
deliberate search for one
trustworthy roommate could
get you most of the peace
you're after at a fraction of
the cost.

Dear Annie: I'm writing
in response to “Just Let Me
Live My Life,” the 79-year-
old man who described
ongoing conflict with his
kids about moving back to

the Midwest to be closer to
them after his wife passed.
He isn’t ready for that and is
upset that all their conver-
sations are centered around
this.

Perhaps he should strike
a two-part agreement with
them: one, in addition to
regular doctor’s visits, he
allows one of his kids to
have contact with his doctor;
and two, they all mutually
decide on circumstances
under which he would agree
to relocate to assisted living
(serious injury, health com-
plications, dementia, major
mobility concerns, etc).

Something like this in-
vites all parties to bring their
most reasonable selves to
the negotiations. His kids
must acknowledge that his
independence and happi-
ness are his to cherish, and
he must acknowledge (what

will eventually be) legitimate
concerns on the part of his
kids. — Happy Medium

Dear Happy Medium:
Thank you for your thought-
ful letter. Other readers
echoed your suggestion that
planning ahead can bring
peace of mind to everyone
involved. While “Just Let Me
Live My Life” didn’t mention
whether his legal, finan-
cial and medical plans are
already in place, those con-
versations are worth having
now — before a crisis forces
them.

“Out of Bounds: Es-
trangement, Boundaries and
the Search for Forgiveness”
is out now! Annie Lane’s
third anthology is for anyone
who has lived with anger,
estrangement or the deep
ache of being wronged —
because forgiveness isn’t
for them. It’s for you.

Moderately Confused® by Jeff Stahler

DON'T SAY IT...
I KNOW I MIGHT
HAVE MORE COFFEE
CUPS THAN T='
FRIENDS. /3 |
B)
/ Qﬁ &/
v
<.
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% \/.—’4
STAHLER.
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Peanuts® by Charles Schultz

[6riz

HERE COMES WOODSTOCK
BACK FROM THE

©1979 Poanuts Workdvide LLG, D, by Ancowrs Mclos
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YOU SOLD YOUR
RADISH? Wow!
THAT'S 6REAT!

NOW {OU CAN BUY
SOME MORE SEED AND
RAISE ANOTHER RADISH !

Adam Dailies® by Rob Harrell

WRITING T 18!
GOING

WELL?

['VE BEEN JOURNALING.
GTREAM 0F CONSCIOUSNESS
\T'S REALLY HELPING.

Frank and Ernest® by Thaves

“HERE | AM JOURNALING.

JOURNAL JOURNAL JOURNAL.

COFFEE SIP. YUM. BACK TO
J0URNALING.”
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YOU MAY NOT FIND IT AMUSING, BUT THE HYENAS
- THOUGHT IT WAS A REAL SCREAM,

When will
this Baby
Animal reign
of tercor

when Alice
rung out of
atickers.

WHAT..WHAT Re
Yo WATCHING?

RN
& T

/@

N

“RIPOFE" SOUNDS
HARSH... HOW 'BOUT
“REPURPOSE"?

0..30 FoR THIS
TWORK..FROM
NOW o, YOUR
NAVE'S GONNA




