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PISCES (Feb. 20-March 
20) — Take the blinders 
off and look at life through 
a magnifying glass. Leave 
nothing to chance or up to 
someone else’s discretion. 
Avoid excessive actions or 
emotional outbursts.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — Lend a helping hand, 
volunteer or donate to a 
cause, and the returns will 
be greater than you expect. 
Listen with an open mind, 
but make choices with facts, 
figures and your reputation 
in mind.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20) — Look at every 
possibility before you make 
a move. Refuse to let your 
emotions lead the way when 
common sense is vital. 
Keep your eye on the pos-
sibilities and your overhead 
under budget, and success 
will follow.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) — Say no to pressure 
tactics and emotional ma-
nipulation. Put your time and 
effort into learning, doing 
your part to help those less 
fortunate and using your 

skills to make the world a 
better place.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) — Share your thoughts. 
Let your words impact those 
you encounter, and it will 
help you gain insight into 
what others want. Don’t go 
out of your way to impress.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
— Change your routine; 
make room for whatever 
brings meaningful results. 
It’s up to you to take respon-
sibility for your happiness. 
Refuse to let others take 
charge or dictate how you 
use your time or money.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — Partnerships will 
require your attention, 
discretion and hard choices. 
When in doubt, go directly 
to the source, ask questions 
and make decisions for the 
right reasons.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) — Let your creative 
imagination lead the way. 
Dazzle those you encounter 
with your insight and unique 
alternatives. Keep life and 
your plans affordable and 
straightforward.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) — Take the plunge and 
try something new. Social 
events will lead to interest-
ing talks, friendships and 
pastimes that bring you 
satisfaction, confidence and 
drive.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — Concentrate 
on getting positive results 
by doing what’s right and 
best for you. A change in 
how you apply your skills 
and expertise to your work 
responsibilities will pay off.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19) — Go over your 
expenses and put a plan 
in place to pay down debt. 
Don’t believe what others 
tell you; verify facts before 
you make a move. Focus 
on making money, not on 
spending it.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 19) — Engage in 
events that lead to informa-
tion, connections and people 
who can help you transform 
your life. Leave nothing to 
chance and protect your 
interests. Engage in fitness 
and stick to a healthy diet.

Dear Annie: My 72-year-
old father retired from his 
accounting job two years 
ago and appointed himself 
“Director of Operations” of 
my household.

He lives 15 minutes away 
and stops by unannounced 
at least three times a week. 
He’s reorganized my garage 
(“Your shelving system was 
illogical”), corrected how my 
kids load the dishwasher 
and replaced the batteries in 
our smoke detectors without 
asking. Last week, I came 
home to find he had trimmed 
our hedges because they 
were “inviting rodents.”

He insists he’s “just 
helping.” My wife is annoyed 
but tries to stay polite. He’s 
widowed, restless and 
clearly lonely, but I feel like 
I’m being inspected. How do 
I rein him in without breaking 
his heart? — Feeling Audited

Dear Feeling Audited: 
Your father is newly retired 
and struggling to feel useful. 
His skills are needed — and 
appreciated — by many, but 
he needs to redirect his en-
ergy toward those who truly 
want it. You can help steer 
him in the right direction: 
volunteering tax prep, serv-
ing on community boards, 
mentoring small business 
owners.

You’re not rejecting your 
father. You’re protecting your 
home.

Dear Annie: My son is 
getting married in July, and 
I’m dreading it. The woman 
he plans to marry is, in my 
view, a lying, conniving, lazy 
master manipulator who has 
worn him down so much he 
barely seems to care about 
life anymore. He doesn’t 
see it, but my husband and 
I do. He thinks she hung the 
moon.

She’s a complete nar-
cissist. She’s on her phone 
every waking minute, and 
doesn’t cook, clean or care 
for their daughter. My son 
works all day, then takes 
care of their home and 
my granddaughter while 
she makes excuses. She 

believes putting on “Ms. Ra-
chel” and sitting in the same 
room scrolling TikTok counts 
as parenting. There is little to 
no interaction.

She hasn’t done anything 
to improve their situation; 
if anything, life seems 
harder because of how she 
conducts herself. She’s been 
“working on” getting her driv-
er’s license for four years. 
When things go wrong, it’s 
always someone else’s fault, 
and she casts herself as the 
hero in every story. Every 
conversation somehow 
circles back to her.

I truly believe he’s making 
the biggest mistake of his life 
by marrying her. She won’t 
change because he, and 
everyone else, caters to her. 
What can we do? — Dread-
ing the Wedding

Dear Dreading the 
Wedding: It’s painful to 
watch someone you love 
make choices you wouldn’t 
make yourself. Even so, this 
is your son’s life, and if he’s 

set on marrying this woman, 
pressure won’t change that.

Share your concerns 
once, calmly and respect-
fully. Focus on what you’ve 
observed and how it affects 
him and your granddaughter, 
not on attacking her charac-
ter. Then step back. If you’re 
right and things unravel, you 
want him to feel safe coming 
to you, not defensive or 
embarrassed.

Sometimes the best way 
to help is to keep the door 
open and your judgment 
quiet. You may not be able 
to stop this wedding, but you 
can make sure your son and 
granddaughter always have 
you in their corner.

“Out of Bounds: Es-
trangement, Boundaries and 
the Search for Forgiveness” 
is out now! Annie Lane’s 
third anthology is for anyone 
who has lived with anger, 
estrangement or the deep 
ache of being wronged — 
because forgiveness isn’t for 
them. It’s for you.
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