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TACC Mission Statement
ADVANCING BUSINESS. 

CONNECTING COMMUNITY. 
SECURING OUR FUTURE.

We were so excit-
ed to highlight a few of 
our chamber members 
including Felts Family 
Shoe Store, Cherokee 
Heritage Center, and 
Threadz Consignment! 
Felts Family Shoe Store 
and Cherokee Heri-
tage Center have been 
chamber members since 
1967. Threadz Consign-
ment recently joined 
the Chamber back in 
March of this year! The 
Communications Com-
mittee founded Five Star 
Friday to highlight local 
businesses who provide 
outstanding customer 
service and products. 
The idea is to spotlight a 
local business by giving 
them a positive review 
on social media outlets 
such as Facebook, Yelp, 
Google, etc. Make sure to 
participate next Friday 
and give your favorite 
local business a 5-Star 
shout out!

By JIM BERRY, EXECU-
TIVE VICE PRESIDENT
NORTHEASTERN HEALTH 
SYSTEM and CHAIR-
ELECT, TAHLEQUAH AREA 
CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE

Supporters of SQ 
802, the ballot ini-
tiative to let voters 
decide to expand 
Medicaid in the 
2020 election cycle, 
kicked into high gear 
in September.  To 
make sure Medicaid 
expansion is on a 
2020 statewide elec-
tion ballot requires 
178,000 signatures 
of voters turned into 
the Oklahoma Sec-
retary of State by 

Oct. 28.  Northeast-
ern Health System is 
one of the over 100 
Oklahoma hospitals 
actively participating 
in the signature col-
lection drive.

Medicaid expan-
sion will deliver 
healthcare to near-
ly 200,000 Oklaho-
mans.  SQ 802, if 
passed, will help 
keep rural hospitals 
viable by bringing 
more than a billion 

of our tax dollars 
back to Oklahoma 
hospitals and com-
munities while creat-
ing new jobs to boost 
our local economy.  
Thirty-six states have 
already expanded 
Medicaid and are 
reaping the benefits 
of improved health 
status for their citi-
zens and improved 
economy for their 
states by reducing 
the number of unin-

sured.
To find out more 

about the SQ 802 
effort go to www.Ye-
sOn802.org.  There is 
an updated listing of 
“EVENTS” and great 
information about 
the effort.  To sign a 
petition, please con-
tact Jim Berry, Exec-
utive VP, Northeast-
ern Health System, 
jberry@nhs-ok.org 
or 918-229-1470 for 
more information! 

SQ 802 Petition Drive Kicks into High Gear
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BS&G Pawn 
Cherokee Heritage Center
Factory Connection
First United Methodist Church 
Gary Harrington

Gh2 Architects
Green Country Abstract  and Title Co., LLC
JD Young
JoAnn Bradley
Kawi Café
Lowe’s 
My Place Bar-B-Q
Nasturtium Garden Club 
Northeastern Health System Auxiliary Services 
Patsi Smith
Sand Tech LLC
Servpro of Muskogee/McIntosh    
    Counties & Tahlequah
Tahlequah Terrace 
Yolette C. Ross  

Thank you to our member investors for their continued belief and support of the important work of 
the Tahlequah Area Chamber of Commerce. We recognize and thank each member who re-invested 
in our business association.

Blue Bird Resorts LLC DBA 
RiverBend Floats
(918) 708-6800
15693 Hwy 10 Tahlequah, OK 74464
http://www.riverbendfloats.com

C3/Customer 
Contact Channels
(918) 431-5001
112 Main Parkway 
Tahlequah, OK 
74464
http://www.c3co-
nnect.com/

U.S. Army Re-
cruiting
(918) 515-0472
501 N Main Street 
Muskogee, OK 
74402
http://www.
goarmy.com

Welcome to our new Chamber member in-
vestors! Please join us in welcoming them by 
patronizing their business for your personal and 
professional needs.
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LEADERSHIP CLASS 23 
KICKED OFF ON SEPTEMBER 19

By DAN MABERY, 
NORTHEASTERN STATE 

UNIVERSITY

Chairman of the Leader-
ship Tahlequah Steering 

Committee

Leadership Tahlequah 
Class 23 opening session 
featured keynote speaker 
Kin Thompson, an, Assis-
tant Professor at North-
eastern State University 
and Leadership Tahlequah 
Class 12 graduate.  Kin’s 
presentation of Stephen 
Covey’s Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective People 
challenged the class to 
examine their personal 
leadership journey from 
independence to interde-
pendence.  Having a vi-
sion, developing priorities, 
becoming proactive, and 
understanding different 
perspectives were some of 
the key take-aways.  

Diane Walker, North-

eastern State University, 
led the class through the 
CliftonStrengths assess-
ment.  This assessment 
allowed the class to iden-
tify their top individu-
al strengths and how oth-
ers may perceive these 
strengths.  Building on 
each persons’ strengths, 
the afternoon session 
was full of team building 
and communication exer-
cises.  The class wrapped 
up the day by discussing 
how they can give back to 
the community through 
the service project required 
for graduation completion. 
The next class session, His-
tory Day, will be led by Beth 
Herrington on October 24.

Carl Jocumsen wins his first Bassmaster Elite Series event held at 
Tahlequah during September. Carl made history by becoming the 
first Australian to win an Elite Series Championship.  An added mem-
orable bonus......this great moment landed on his very own birthday.

Bassmaster Elite Series a big hit



TAHLEQUAH CHAMBER CONNECTIONPAGE 4 SEPTEMBER  2019

The month of Septem-
ber has been so busy for 
everyone in the Tahle-
quah area! With Medicine 
Stone, the BassMaster 
Elite Championship, out 
of town visitors, planning 
itineraries....the month 
was PACKED with activi-
ties! 

Carl Jocumsen won 
his first Elite Series event 
right HERE in Tahle-
quah.....on our very own 
Lake Tenkiller.  Carl made 
history by becoming 
the FIRST Australian to 
win the Elite Series title. 
Please go to Carl Jocum-
sen’s Facebook page to 
read his inspiring story of 
his journey to success. He 
is truly a man to follow. 

Medicine Stone was 
a great success and even 

the weather held out this 
year.  The three nights 
were perfect for a music 
festival and the crowds 
proved to be welcoming. 
There were fans visiting 
from Ireland, Switzerland 
and all over the Unit-

ed States. Our Snapchat 
VIEWS were 60.1k, 806 
USES with 104.8% usage 
percentage. 

It was my great hon-
or to receive an award 
from STIR, a tremendous 
organization that is tire-
lessly passionate about 
the quality of our rivers 
and lakes. I encourage 
everyone to follow them 
on Facebook at Save The 
Illinois River, STIR. It’s an 
incredible group of peo-
ple doing great things.

In addition, the Tour-
ism Department received 
the Arts Supporter of 
the Year Award this past 
month for promoting the 
Tahlequah Arts Council.

Until next month, Tah-
lequah....Continue Doing 
Great Things! 

Tourism Update

GENA MCPHAIL,
 TOURISM DIRECTOR

We had a great time at the recent Women In Business breakfast during 
September.  Thanks to all that attended.  

Thanks to our program supporter, Cherokee Nation, and Kawi Café for 
catering the delicious hot breakfast.  Many thanks to our featured speakers, 
Mayor Catron and Councilwoman Bree Long, for providing an interesting 
update of the City of Tahlequah and presenting helpful insights on balancing 
your work and personal life.  Special thanks to The Cort Spa & Salon for pro-
viding the giveaway prizes.

Scenes from Women 
in Business Breakfast

The Tah-
lequah Area 
Chamber Tour-
ism Depart-
ment recent-
ly received an 
award as Arts 
Supporter of 
the Year from 
the Arts Council 
of Tahlequah.  
This was a great 
honor to receive 
this prestigious 
award from an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
that does so 
much for our 
community and 
the arts.  We en-
joy supporting 
their efforts!

Tourism Department 
Receives Award
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BJ BAKER
TRIAL ATTORNEY
WWW.BJBAKER-LAW.COM • 918-456-5016

Thank you to Threadz Consignment for hosting 
A.M. Live in September! 

Have you attended one yet? You should! It is a great event to reconnect with cus-
tomers, friends and business acquaintances. A.M. Live is a great networking tool to 
meet new business owners and new member investors in the area. A.M. Live is held 
on the 2nd Friday of each month at a Chamber member location. See the A.M. Live ad 
to find out the upcoming and future locations. You are cordially invited to join us to 
build your business by connecting with others – Coffee + Conversation = Connections!
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Let Us Take 
Care of You! 

Hulbert Health Center 
918-772-2879

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
124 E. Main. St. 

Hulbert, OK  

Hulbert Pharmacy 
918-772-2727

M - F: 8:30 AM to 5 PM 
131 E. Main St. 

Hulbert, OK 

NeoHealth Pediatrics 
918-207-0773

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
1500 E. Downing St. #102, 

Tahlequah, OK 

Tahlequah Pediatrics 
918-456-7700

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
Tuesday: 8 AM to 7 PM 

Saturday: 8 AM to 12 PM 
1310 E. Boone St. 

Tahlequah, OK 

NeoHealth Women’s 
Care Center  

918-456-2496
M: 7 AM - 7 PM

Tuesday - F: 8 AM - 5 PM 
1500 E. Downing St. #208 

Tahlequah, OK 

Tahlequah Extended Care 
918-456-0011

M - F: 7 AM to 7 PM  
Saturday: 7 AM to 3 PM 

1500 E. Downing St. #214-A 
Tahlequah, OK 

Tahlequah Family Practice 
918-708-3570

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
1500 E. Downing St. #101 

Tahlequah, OK 

Tahlequah Health Center 
918-431-0202

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
1500 E. Downing St. #214 

Tahlequah, OK 

NeoHealth Medical Center, 
on NSU Campus  

(918) 444-2126
M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 

529 N. Oak Ave.,  
Tahlequah, OK 

NeoHealth Muskogee 
918-683-0470

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
1328 S. York St.  
Muskogee, OK 

Salina Family 
Medical Center 
918-434-7440

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
101 E. Ferry St. 

Salina, OK 

Westville Family 
Medical Center 
918-723-3997

M - F: 8 AM to 5 PM 
761 Buffington Rd. 

Westville, OK 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Steven Wright, Chairman
   (Century 21-Wright Real Estate)
Jim Berry, Chairman Elect
   (Northeastern Health System)
Jill Taylor, Treasurer
    (Cherokee Nation)
Arielle Barnett, Secretary 
    (Bank of Cherokee County)
Todd Mutzig, Past Chair (Meigs Jewelry)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sara Combs, Individual
Rian Cragar, Main Street Association
Freddie Ferrell, Insurance Professionals of Oklahoma
Jessie Hughes, Jessie Hughes Accounting 
Grant Lloyd, Lloyd Legal PLLC
Genny Maiden, Terrapin Peak Bed, Breakfast & Beyond
Denisse Ramos, The Kickin’ Taco
Michael Stopp, Individual

Ryan Tinsley, Remax Select/Property Solutions
Amelia Wells, First State Bank

     Board of Directors – Chair Appointments   
     (non-voting)

Hayden Sharp, Hayden Sharp Agency - Allstate
Lisa Pinnick, Homestead Mortgage
Amanda Lamberson, All Design, LLC

Board of Directors – Associates (non-voting)
Stephen Highers, City of Tahlequah
Anna Knight, Cherokee Nation
Dan Mabery, Northeastern State University
Cindy Morris, Chamber President

STAFF
Cindy Morris, President
Gena McPhail, Tourism Director
Kelley Robertson, Finance Manager
Gabby Wheeler, Member Engagement Coordinator
Reuben Cain, Tourism Marketing Coordinator
Timothy Bradshaw, Tourism Marketing Specialist

2019-20 Tahlequah Area Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors

The Board of Directors is the governing, policy-making body of the Chamber.  Its members repre-
sent the business and professional leadership of the Tahlequah area.  The Board of Directors assumes 
financial and legal responsibility for all Chamber activities and duties.  In addition, they set the vision, 
mission and strategic direction of the chamber.

03 Ambassador Meeting/Lunch        12Noon  TBA
04 Five*Star Friday (recommend a business!)
08	 Small	Business	Development	Committee	 					12Noon	 	 Chamber	Office
10	 Tourism	Council	 	 	 	 					8:00am	 	 Chamber	Office
11 A.M. LIVE          8:00am  Remax Select
11 Five*Star Friday (recommend a business!)
14 Columbus Day    
15	 Leadership	Tahlequah	Steering	Committee	 					2:00pm	 	 Chamber	Office
15	 Tourism	Marketing	Committee	 	 					3:30	pm	 	 Chamber	Office
16 Tahlequah Industrial Authority       5:30pm  City of Tahlequah 
17	 Membership	Development	Committee	 					12Noon	 	 Chamber	Office
17	 Leadership	Tahlequah	-	History	Session	 					7:45am	 	 Chamber	Office	
18 Five*Star Friday (recommend a business!) 
18	 Executive	Committee		 	 	 					9:00am	 	 Chamber	Office
22	 Board	Meeting	 	 	 	 					8:00am	 	 Chamber	Office
27 Five*Star Friday (recommend a business!) 
31 Halloween

Chamber Meetings & Events Calendar
October 2019

The City of Tahlequah, community leaders and the Cham-
ber Ambassadors and members recently celebrated the official 
grand opening of the Anthis Brennan Softball Fields. The soft-
ball fields are located at W Allen Rd., Tahlequah, OK 74464.

RIBBON CUTTING
Anthis Brennan Softball Fields
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HOME OF 
THE AREA'S 
TOP AGENTS


