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AQUARIUS (Jan. 
20-Feb. 19) — Structure 
your day to meet demands. 
Organization, along with 
dedication and attention to 
detail, will get you where 
you want to go. Romance 
is on the rise. Discuss your 
intentions.

PISCES (Feb. 20-March 
20) — Get in the game of 
life and play to win. Use 
your intuition to guide you 
and your discipline to keep 
you out of trouble and avoid 
temptation. Challenge your-
self mentally, physically and 
emotionally.

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) — Participation is the 
best antidote to feeling 
down in the dumps. Join 
an organization that shares 
your concerns and offer 
whatever support you can. 
Emotions will surface, and 
the responses you get from 
others can make or break 
your day. Reach out with a 
positive attitude.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) — You can sit down and 
put up with annoyances, or 
you can change your plans 
and take control of what you 
do and whom you spend 
time with. Participate in 
community services that can 

enrich your life.
GEMINI (May 21-June 

20) — Seize the moment, 
go where the action is and 
discover new people, places 
and activities that stimulate 
your mind and keep you 
up to date. An interview or 
meeting will turn out better 
than anticipated. Romance 
is favored.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) — Dig in and finish what 
you start. Focus, along with 
discipline and intuition, will 
lead to positive physical 
or emotional change and 
potential profit. Be receptive 
to suggestions and willing to 
try something new.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
— Let the electricity flow 
when you walk into a room, 
and the attention you receive 
will change how you feel 
about yourself. You have 
plenty to gain by joining forc-
es with people as dynamic 
and proactive as you are.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) — An event or day trip 
will help you rethink your 
future. The people and 
surroundings you encounter 
will confirm what’s possi-
ble. It’s up to you to create 
opportunities and to make 
your dreams come true. Set 

guidelines and engage in 
conversations.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
23) — Take some “me time” 
and enjoy it. Get back to 
basics, start an activity you 
enjoy or take on a project 
that has meaning and 
purpose. Make choices that 
excite you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 
22) — Keep life, conver-
sations and interactions 
with others light, playful 
and entertaining, and you’ll 
avoid getting into a harmful 
debate. Be the one to calm 
the storm instead of fueling 
the fire.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21) — Set a budget 
before you begin a project. 
Your generosity or desire 
to please will cost you. 
You can’t solve everyone’s 
problems or pay for others’ 
mistakes. Offer a kind word 
or suggestions, nothing 
more.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19) — Partnerships 
will offer positive results. 
Financial help, joint ventures 
and shared expenses will 
lead to high returns. Domes-
tic improvements you start 
today will pay off. Be direct 
in all things.

Dear Annie: I am 
struggling with what to do 
about one of my very best 
friends who is basically 
family to me at this point. 
Throughout our friendship, I 
have noticed that she does 
not say “thank you” very 
often. This includes when a 
gift is given to her or even 
when a customer purchases 
something in person from 
her small business.

When I have sent her 
stuff in the past, oftentimes 
I would have to reach out 
to see if she even received 
it. When she got married, 
she did not send thank-you 
notes to any of her guests. 
She did not have the best 
upbringing, and I always 
wondered if her parents 
never taught her the impor-
tance of saying “thank you.”

When I was a kid, my 
mom always made me 
send thank-you notes when 
I received birthday gifts or 
Christmas gifts. This year, 
I sent her young daughter 
a gift card for Christmas. 
When I didn’t hear from 
her a couple weeks after I 
mailed it, I reached out to 
be sure that they had re-
ceived it. She told me they 
did and told me what they 
purchased with it, but she 
still never even said “thank 
you.” This time has really 
rubbed me the wrong way, 
as I don’t understand how 
someone doesn’t say “thank 
you” at that point.

It makes me wonder if I 
should even send anything 
to them anymore at all. 
What advice do you have 
for me in how to handle 
this? Do I say something 
to her? If so, how? Do I 
stop sending things, or do 
I just let it go? If this ever 
gets published, parents, 
please teach your kids the 
importance of saying “thank 
you,” whether it be through 
a card, text message or 
phone call. No matter if it’s 
something large or small, 
someone took the time to 
think of you, so you can 
take the time to acknowl-

edge that. — Thank You 
Goes a Long Way

Dear Thank You: Try 
not to judge your friend too 
harshly. You say that this 
time rubs you the wrong 
way, and you don’t under-
stand how someone cannot 
say “thank you,” but you 
acknowledge that you had a 
wonderful mom who taught 
you the importance of 
saying “thank you” for a gift, 
and your friend did not. She 
was dealt a different hand 
in childhood and was never 
made aware of the impor-
tance of saying “thank you.”

You said that your friend 
is like family to you, so treat 
her as such. Be a friend and 
tell her exactly how import-
ant saying “thank you” is to 
you. My guess is that she 
is not doing this intention-
ally at all. When we know 
better, we do better. What a 
wonderful friend you could 
be to her by pointing out a 
great habit that your mom 
pointed out to you all those 

years ago. Hopefully, she 
can pass that advice along 
to her daughters and they 
will break the cycle of ingrat-
itude and pick up a wonder-
ful habit — all because you 
passed on your mother’s 
good teachings.

So as not to offend her 
after you tell her about the 
importance of thank-you 
notes, is there is anything 
that you do that bothers 
her? Think of something 
she might have mentioned, 
and tell her you are working 
to improve. That way, you 
are both acting like mature 
adults trying to better your-
selves.

“Out of Bounds: Es-
trangement, Boundaries 
and the Search for For-
giveness” is out now! Annie 
Lane’s third anthology is 
for anyone who has lived 
with anger, estrangement 
or the deep ache of being 
wronged — because for-
giveness isn’t for them. It’s 
for you.
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