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BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

Was the December 2018 
shooting death of a Lawton 
teen predicated on fear or ven-
geance?

That is the question a Co-
manche County jury will de-
cide following the first day of 
testimony in the trial of David 
Keith Winbush for the charge of 
first-degree murder. The crime 
is punishable by life in prison, 
life without parole or death.

Represented by public attor-
ney Lawrence Corrales, Win-
bush, 37, took intermittent 
notes but primarily kept his 
eyes focused on the table be-
fore him during Tuesday’s tes-
timony. He is on trial for the 
shooting and killing of Marques 

Brown Jr., 15, who was a Law-
ton High School freshman 
when he died.

It began with the theft of 
Winbush’s white 
2003 Chevro-
let Silverado the 
night of Dec. 8, 
2018. Former 
Lawton Police 
Officer Austin 
Mahsetky testi-
fied to taking the 
stolen truck re-
port from Win-
bush at his home at 502 SW Jef-
ferson. He was told two males 
had stolen the truck.

Winbush and his friends had 
been a bar and arrived home 
to find the truck missing. Af-
ter checking his home video 

BY CHRIS WILSON
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The road to 1st. Lt. Aria’s 

Dang groundbreaking role 
in the Marine field artillery 
wound through places far-
ther afield than the halls of 

Montezuma and the shores 

of Tripoli.

Dang — the first woman 

BY GARY REDDIN 

gary.reddin@swoknews.com

This time last year, anyone 
driving down McClung Road 
on the northeast side of Lake 
Lawtonka might not have given 
the Mount Scott Cemetery a 
second glance.

Back then, it was nothing but 
an overgrown field with just a 
hint of headstone peeking out 
of the brush for eagle-eyed 
passersby to spot. Flash forward 
to March 2021 and the field is 
unrecognizable.

Wheatgrass once grew shoul-
der high in this 100-year-old 
cemetery. Now, headstones and 
grave markers, once hidden, are 
visible to travelers who happen 

by. And it all started with Mel-
anie Jackson, a woman who has 
been dedicated to clearing out 
this long-forgotten plot of land 
for three years now.

Late last year, Jackson con-
tacted The Lawton Constitution 
to inform the paper about an 
article written by The Consti-
tution staff in 1922. The article 
listed the passing of one Ivan L. 
Brady, a World War I veteran 
who had died from tuberculo-
sis, and whose body had been 
returned to his family in Law-
ton where he would be laid to 
rest in Mount Scott Cemetery.

Jackson had rediscovered 
Brady’s grave during her mis-
sion to clean the cemetery. 

LEST THEY BE FORGOTTEN
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This obstacle seems simple enough. Just jump to the 

log and flip over, but it gave some soldiers difficulty. 

Even so, it didn’t stop the soldier from completing the 

course and move on to the next event in hopes of 

earning Best Warrior for 434 Field Artillery Brigade ba-

sic combat training.

Best Warrior Competition in full swing at Sill
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Drill Sgt. Staff Sgt. Paige Lougue, one of 10 434 Field Ar-

tillery Brigade basic combat training soldiers competing 

in the brigade’s Best Warrior Competition, slides down the 

rope obstacle on Tuesday. She said her trainees help to 

motivate her to compete and hopefully win the prestigious 

title.
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Drill Sgt. Staff Sgt. Paige Lougue, one of 10 434 

Field Artillery Brigade basic combat training soldiers 

competing in the brigade’s Best Warrior Competition, 

quickly jumps the nearly 6-foot wall before moving on 

to the next obstacle Tuesday at Fort Sill.

More step forward to help restore abandoned gravesite
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Melanie Jackson 

examines the 

current grave-

stone of Kenneth 

Hood. Jackson 

was able to pur-

chase a new 

stone for Hood’s 

resting place 

through the Go-

FundMe account 

she set up.

See Gravesite, 2A

Dang first female instructor in 
Sill Marines Leaders Course

Chris Wilson/staff

1st Lt. Aria Dang, right, instructs second lieutenants Elizabeth Reily and Hailee Clark in some of 

the finer points of Fire Direction Center operations at the Marines Field Artillery Basic Officers 

Leaders Course at Fort Sill. Dang is the first woman instructor at the Marine school.

See Marines, 5A

Question of fear or 
vengeance at core 
of murder trial

WINBUSH

See Trial, 6A


