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former Olympian going through different kind of training — 1B
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By Fort Sill News Service

Maj. Gen. Wilson 
A. Shoffner, Fires 
Center of Excellence 
and Fort Sill com-
manding general, will 
relinquish command 
on March 6.

Shoffner commis-
sioned in the Army as 

a second lieutenant in 1988 and has 
served as the FCoE 
and Fort Sill com-
manding  genera l 
since November 2017. 
He was the director of 
operations/director 
of rapid equipment 
fielding in the Army 

Capabilities Office in 
Washington. D.C., 

prior to his assignment at Fort Sill.
The Army announced Maj. Gen. 

MG 
Kamper 
named  
as next  

commander

 KAMPER

 SHOFFNER

BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

A Comanche County jury 
recommended life plus 35 years 
in prison for a 26-year-old Law-
ton man for a violent robbery 
and shooting in a club in 2018.

Jamal Latief Smith Jr. was 
found guilty Wednesday in 
District Judge 
Scott D. Mead-
ers’ courtroom 
for first-degree 
robbery and as-
sault and battery 
with a deadly 
weapon.

The jury rec-
ommended that 
Smith be punished with life in 
prison for the assault charge 
and another 35 years for the 
robbery.

Smith was found guilty of a 
2018 shooting and robbery at a 
club west of Lawton. Smith, an 
ex-employee of Cowgirl’s Men’s 
Club, 12305 Cache Road, was 
determined to have shot the 
club manager and robbed him. 
The manager told police that 
Smith robbed him, beat him, 
“shot him in the chin” with a 
gun and “physically broke” his 
leg.

A pre-sentence investigation 
was ordered by Meaders.

Smith remains held in the 
Comanche County Detention 
Center. He returns to court at 
3 p.m. April 23 for his formal 
sentencing.

Jury 
recommends 
life in prison 

for club 
robbery, 
shooting
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Clyde Bukky removes old sheet rock from the men’s restroom Wednesday. The Law-

ton Public Library is ungoing a renovation project giving new life to the restrooms and 

meeting rooms.

Lawton Public Library gets makeover

Michael D. Pope/staff

Workers began the rebuilding of the Lawton Public Library Wednesday. New meeting 

rooms and upgrade bathrooms are among the items that will take on a new look.

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

The City Council has re-
zoned property in west Law-
ton for industrial use, action 
that upset and angered resi-
dents of an adjacent housing 
addition.

But, the council’s ultimate 
decision takes those residen-
tial concerns into account, 
council members said.

The final action, approved 
by a 7-1 vote, sets I-1 Heavy 
Industrial District zoning on 
142 acres of property stretch-
ing between Goodyear Bou-
levard and Southwest 82nd 
Street. The tract, which had 
held residential and agricul-
tural zoning, is essentially all 

the property one mile north of 
West Lee Boulevard and north 
of the Burlington Northern 
Railroad tracks, with the ex-
ception of the 46 residential 
lots of Wyatt Village.

Although developer Jim 
Eason (who has a residential 
housing addition north of the 
tract) was among those op-
posing the rezoning, the rest 
of the opposition is coming 
from Wyatt Village residents 
who fear the effect industrial 
development will have on 
their quality of life and their 
housing values. But, repre-
sentatives of the Lawton Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration (LEDC), which wants 
to buy the land, said the site is 
important because of the ad-

jacent railroad tracks, a fea-
ture most industrial prospects 
want.

LEDC members have been 
negotiating with the Clayton 
L. Green Revocable Trust for 
months to buy the property 
and said the rezoning was part 
of what must be done before 
the site is purchased and added 
to property LEDC is working 
to develop into “shovel ready” 
tracts that will attract new in-
dustries and bring new jobs 
to Lawton.

The council’s final recom-
mendation was to approve the 
I-4 zoning with a 500-foot-
wide buffer zone on the west 
and north sides of Wyatt Vil-
lage, to shield that neigh-
borhood from the effects of 

industry (in its rezoning re-
quest, LEDC had committed 
to a 300-foot-wide buffer). In 
addition, council members 
said LEDC must come back 
to the council for approval be-
fore anything is built (LEDC 
already had pledged to start 
development on the western 
edge of the property, keeping 
less-intense uses for the acre-
age closest to Wyatt Village).

Of the 19 people who spoke 
at Tuesday’s public hearing, 
14 were opposed to the rezon-
ing and most left the council 
chambers angry, or resigned 
to what they said was a fore-
gone conclusion, despite their 
opposition.

“It’s just not fair to us,” 

Council approval of industrial zoning angers nearby residents
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It was moments before 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday when 
Vito Asaro buried his face in 
his hands and burst into tears 
in District Judge Emmit Tay-
loe’s courtroom.

Asaro had just heard the 
verdict in his felony child 
abuse trial. For the first time 
in over two years, he felt vindi-
cated. He was found not guilty 
by a jury of his peers.

“Thank God, thank God,” 
he said. “I’m going home. I’m 
going back to New York.”

It had been a tense after-
noon after the jury went out 
to determine the verdict. The 
jury left the courtroom at 
3:04 p.m. tasked with Asaro’s 
fate.

After hugging his mother 

following the reading 
of the decision, Asaro 
said he felt like he’s free 
of “two years of mental 
imprisonment.”

“It’s like I have a fu-
ture again, I have a life 
again,” Asaro said. “I 
get to see my daugh-
ter again; I have my life 
back.”

“Thinking of all the pain I 
went through for two years, it 
eats you up,” he said.

Asaro had been accused 
of causing injuries to a 
14-month-old boy left in his 
care Nov. 18, 2017. It’s a crime, 
he said, he would never imag-
ine being accused of under-
taking.

Asaro told authorities his 
then-girlfriend’s child, a boy 
named Aiden he was babysit-

ting, had passed out 
and fallen head first 
onto the floor. But 
when the boy was 
taken to the OU Chil-
dren’s Hospital, doc-
tors said his injuries 
were caused by abuse, 

as a simple fall would 
not have had enough 

force to lead to an injury that 
severe.

During the day’s closing 
arguments, Asaro’s defender, 
Dustin Phillips, of Oklahoma 
City, alluded to abuse suffered 
outside his client’s care and 
questioned the boy’s mother 
Mahaylee Fixico’s care for her 
toddler who was just trying to 
learn how to walk. The pros-
ecution questioned that de-
fense.

In her closing, Assistant 

District Attorney Jill Oliver 
used video of Asaro’s inter-
view with Lawton Police De-
tective Johnathon Santiago in 
the hours after Aiden was first 
taken to Comanche County 
Memorial Hospital before 
being flown to OU Children’s 
Hospital in Oklahoma City 
for care.

Oliver showed parts of the 
interview where Asaro ran 
down the day’s events while 
babysitting Aiden. He said the 
boy woke him between 6 and 
6:30 a.m. and he fixed him a 
small omelet the boy declined 
to eat.

Asaro said he was keeping 
the boy so they could bond. 
However, Oliver pointed out 
that Asaro said he sent the 
boy to his room to play with 
his toys for the rest of the 

Jury finds Asaro not guilty of abuse 
that injured 14-month-old boy

ASARO
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ALTUS — The theft of a re-
cently deceased decorated Air 
Force veteran’s vehicle has po-
lice asking for the public’s help 
in bringing the culprits to jus-
tice.

The car was taken the same 
day as the veteran’s funeral at a 
national cemetery.

Police Chief Tim Murphy 
said the car was taken Feb. 6 
from a home in the 700 block of 
North Spurgeon. The home be-
longed to decorated Air Force 
veteran Edward A. Veilleux, 
who passed away Jan. 8 at Jack-
son County Memorial Hospital. 
He was laid to rest Feb. 7 at Fort 
Sill National Cemetery.

Police began their investiga-
tion the same day of Velleux’s 
funeral. It began with looking 
into a residential burglary of his 
home, in which a laptop com-
puter was taken. A special ad-
ministrator of his estate con-
tacted police to let them know 
the car had been taken.

“The suspect(s) are believed 
to have entered the home 
through an unlocked window,” 
Murphy said.

Velleux’s 2017, four-door 
silver Toyota Corolla with the 
Oklahoma tag number DPE196 

Thefts from 
deceased 
decorated 

veteran under 
investigation
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