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� e 2020 Capital Improve-
ments Program may be full 
of new projects, but it also 
will contain mainstays of pre-
vious sales tax proposals — 
upgrades to water and sewer 
lines.

� e proposal, which city 
leaders have christened PRO-
PEL Lawton, would extend 
the 2015 Sales Tax Extension 
and the 2016 Capital Im-
provements Program beyond 
their Dec. 31, 2025, termina-
tion while keeping the same 
sales tax rate. � e new CIP 
would end Dec. 31, 2034, and 
the additional money gener-
ated in those years would be 
used on new projects, includ-
ing more water and sewer 
work.

City officials have some 
specifi c projects in mind for 
those new CIP dollars — such 
as a $17 million project to re-
place a 54-inch sewer main 
that connects south Lawton 
to the wastewater treatment 
plant. Rusty Whisenhunt, di-
rector of water, wastewater 
and public utilities, said that 
deteriorating concrete line 
has had 12 failures in recent 
years. � e culprit: what had 
once been a 4-inch concrete 
line now is about one-half 

thick because sewer gases eat 
away at the concrete.

“We could have failure at 
any time,” Whisenhunt said.

And, replacing waterlines 
is a never-ending quest in 
any CIP and in the city’s an-
nual operating budget, said 
Whisenhunt, City Engineer 
George Hennessee and City 
Manager Michael Cleghorn.

But, priorities change and 
that’s why the ordinance set-
ting the provisions of the 2020 

CIP are not specifi c: improve-
ments to the existing water 
and sewer systems of the city, 
including but not limited to 
the water treatment plants 
and sewer treatment plants, 
and hardware and software 
digital upgrades, replacement 
and protection of these criti-
cal systems.

Cleghorn said the CIP was 
written to give the city the 
flexibility to address needs, 
“which is why specifi c proj-

ects are not mentioned.” Even 
if they were, what may be a pri-
ority today won’t necessarily 
be the same priority tomorrow, 
or in 2025, or by 2034.

Cleghorn said city staff  an-
alyzes Lawton’s infrastructure 
and determines that some-
thing (a sewer main, for ex-
ample), may have fi ve to 10 
more years of life. � at may 
not work out because con-
ditions have changed, such 
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Water, sewer upgrades key component of new CIP
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Sewer pipe lines an open fi eld at Southwest 38th Street and West Lee Boulevard, waiting for a major water main upgrade.

See CIP, 2A
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Proposals to fund a manage-
ment audit of City of Lawton op-
erations and formally set a fund-
ing formula for Lawton’s newest 
Tax Increment Financing district 
will top the agenda when the City 
Council meeting today.

The session, the first regular 
for Ward 3 Councilwoman Linda 
Chapman and Ward 5 Council-
man Allan Hampton, will be-
gin at 6 p.m. in the auditorium 
of Lawton City Hall, Southwest 
9th and C.

The audit is a proposal that 
was first made several years ago: 
analyze city operations to im-
prove efficiency. Today’s meet-
ing includes two items toward 
that goal: hire Novak Consult-
ing Group to conduct the “or-
ganizational performance and 
efficiency study” and accept a 
$70,000 donation from Liberty 
National Bank to pay for almost 
half of the $142,800 estimated 
cost.

According to the agenda 
commentary provided by City 
Manager Michael Cleghorn, the 
audit is designed to improve or-
ganizational performance, deter-
mine proper staffing levels and 
streamline city government’s or-
ganizational structure. City of-
ficials said the Novak team “has 
had significant success in work-
ing with many local governments 
to review operations, structure 
and staffing to improve organi-
zational performance and effi-
ciency.”

The firm, which has worked 
with more than 300 local govern-
ments across the country, also is 
skilled in helping organizations 
track progress toward imple-
menting program improvements. 
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Two new members offi-
cially joined the City Council 
Monday, taking their oaths 
of offi  ce alongside the coun-
cil’s senior member.

Ward 3 Councilwoman 
Linda Chapman and Ward 
5 Councilman Allan Hamp-
ton took their constitutional 
and statutory oaths along-
side Ward 4 Councilman 
Jay Burk, a� er Mayor Stan 

Booker offi  cially ended the 
2019 administration. The 
move leaves Burk, who is be-
ginning his sixth and fi nal 
term, as the council member 

with the longest continuous 
tenure.

Chapman, a retired mu-
sic educator with long ties to 
the civic community, is taking 

her Ward 3 seat a� er defeat-
ing former Councilman Ca-
leb Davis in the November 
general election. Hampton, 
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Municipal Judge Nathan Johnson, left, gives the constitutional and statutory oaths of offi ce to, 

from left: Ward 4 Councilman Jay Burk, Ward 3 Councilwoman Linda Chapman and Ward 5 Coun-

cilman Allan Hampton, while Mayor Stan Booker (far left) looks on Monday. The council’s two 

newest members will face their fi rst regular meeting today.
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Mike Brown speaks to the crowd at a welcome ceremony 

Fort Sill gave Monday for the new Civilian Aide to the Secre-

tary of the Army — Oklahoma South.

Mike Brown the new CASA aide at Fort Sill
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Mike Brown gets a congratulatory handshake from Maj. Gen. Wilson 

Shoffner, commanding general of the Fires Center of Excellence and 

Fort Sill, during a welcome ceremony Monday for the new Civilian 

Aide to the Secretary of the Army — Oklahoma South.

See Offi ce, 2A

See Council, 2A
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