
Heart Healthy Luncheon 
Bypass Surgery & Heart Valve Replacement

February 19, 2020 • 11:30AM - 1:00PM 
CCMH Oakwood Conference Center 
Featuring, Dr. Timothy Trotter, Cardiovascular Thoracic Surgeon.

Comanche County Memorial Hospital is the only comprehensive heart program  

in southwest Oklahoma and Oklahoma’s First Primary Heart Attack Center!

$10
Call 580.585.5406 to RSVP by February 14, 2020

COMING FRIDAY: Michael Narcomey presents his artistic vision 
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LHS student fulfills his dream — 1B
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BY SCOTT RAINS

scott.rains@swoknews.com

The snow finally came!
It may have taken into a 

new year for this season’s first 
spritz of the white stuff, but it 
happened. With winter in its 
waning weeks, snow blanketed 
Southwest Oklahoma Wednes-
day morning and gave many 
opportunities for slow play on 
a snow day.

After flakes began the early 
morning fall, by daylight, Law-
ton looked like a bit of a win-
ter wonderland. The National 
Weather Service reported be-
tween 4 to 6 inches of snow 
draped the majority of the area.

Closures shut down Law-
ton Public Schools, as well as 
many neighboring community 
schools, the Comanche County 
Courthouse, Fort Sill and even 
Central Mall. Some of these 
closures would continue into 
today.

According to Tiffany Vrska, 
information director for the 
City of Lawton, all city youth 
basketball practices sched-
uled for today have been can-
celled. She asked people to call 

Snowfall brings pleasure, pain

Michael D. Pope/staff

Local businesses took the help of anyone with plow equipment to clear parking lots of snow, slush and ice like here in the 2600 block of 

West Gore Boulevard Wednesday.

AP

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., leaves the chamber 

after leading the impeachment acquittal of President Donald Trump 

at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday.

ACQUITTED

WASHINGTON – U.S. Sen. 
Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.) released a 
statement Wednesday after the 
U.S. Senate voted to acquit Pres-
ident Trump of all impeach-
ment charges.

“I finally have good news for 
you,” Inhofe said. “After the bi-
ased, unprecedented House im-
peachment process, a fair Sen-
ate trial has acquitted President 
Trump. It’s over. I listened to 
the facts. I listened to the evi-
dence. Or really, the lack of any 
evidence whatsoever, and I was 
convinced: President Trump 
did not commit any crime. Now 
we can all get back to what we’re 
supposed to be doing here — 
working on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.”

Inhofe explained his rea-

soning for voting to acquit in a 
floor speech on Monday.

During the question-and-an-
swer phase of the impeachment 
trial Inhofe asked a key ques-
tion about the need for ad-

ditional witnesses as well as 
several other questions for Pres-
ident Trump’s defense team to 
make it clear that the president 
did not commit an impeachable 
offense.

Inhofe votes  
to acquit Trump

BY KIM MCCONNELL

kim.mcconnell@swoknews.com

The Lawton Board of Education has 
approved a new lease agreement for 
Cameron University’s football stadium, 
the first step in a plan to replace the play-
ing turf there.

Lawton Public Schools officials have 
known since last year it was time to re-
place the turf in the football stadium, 

action which is the school district’s re-
sponsibility because it leases the facility 
for its football games and other district 
activities. And, school officials already 
have included $800,000 in the next 
round of bond issues for the district’s 
capital improvements program for that 
work. Those bonds are scheduled to be 
awarded by the board at its Feb. 20 meet-
ing, said Corey Miller, with AIP (the 
district’s architect).

Interim Superintendent Tom Thomas 
said the district has to replace the turf 
because it will fail the testing conducted 
to ensure its surface still is sufficient for 
play. District officials checked with their 
bond attorney to make certain the dis-
trict can fund the project from a bond 
issue, because that “equipment” is be-
ing placed in a facility the district does 
not own. While LPS is responsible for 
most of the use on that field, Cameron 

uses the stadium for baseball, soccer and 
physical education classes — and still 
owns it.

Thomas said bond counsel issued an 
opinion that said Lawton Public Schools 
can use bond revenue to replace the turf, 
as long as the length of its lease agree-
ment with Cameron equals the life of 
the turf, or 10½ years. That’s why the 
lease agreement was brought back to 

Lease between LPS, Cameron will allow stadium turf replacement

See LPS, 2A

See Snow, 2A

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump won im-
peachment acquittal Wednes-
day in the U.S. Senate, bringing 
to a close only the third presi-
dential trial in American his-
tory with votes that split the 
country, tested civic norms and 
fed the tumultuous 2020 race 
for the White House.

With Chief Justice John Rob-
erts presiding, senators sworn 
to do “impartial justice” stood 
and stated their votes for the roll 
call — “guilty” or “not guilty” 

— in a swift tally almost exclu-
sively along party lines. Trump, 
the chief justice then declared, 
shall “be, and is hereby, acquit-
ted of the charges.”

The outcome fol lowed 
months of remarkable im-
peachment proceedings, from 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s House 
to Mitch McConnell’s Senate, 
reflecting the nation’s unrelent-
ing partisan divide three years 
into the Trump presidency.

What started as Trump’s re-
quest for Ukraine to “do us a 
favor” spun into a far-reaching, 

Not guilty: Senate 
acquits Trump of 

impeachment charges

See Acquit, 2A


