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In early March last year, Dr. Julide 
Akman-Carmichael went on vacation 
overseas with family and friends. As a 
hospitalist at 
Southwest-
ern Medical 
Center, she 
was looking 
for ward to 
s ome t ime 
away and a 
little rest and 
relaxation.

The news 
of COVID-

19’s spread into the United States hit 
the airwaves as Akman-Carmichael 
was preparing for the end of her va-
cation. Those moments of worry-free 
relaxation quickly faded into the past 

as she prepared 
to return to a 
changed world.

“You could 
already see the 
stringent things 
they were do-
ing at the air-
ports coming 
back, with tem-
perature checks 
a n d  m a s k s ,” 

PEDIATRICcare services of Comanche County Hospital Authority

Burns Flat  �  Cache  �  Comanche
Elgin  �  Lawton  �  Marlow

580.355.5242
LawtonCommunityHealthCenter.com

LCHC pediatric providers are available to see your 
children for all their health and wellness needs! 

Same day appointments • All insurances accepted • Four convenient locations
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COMING TUESDAY: Colon cancer patient shares her story 
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the

The Lawton Constitution series on the 
human toll of the pandemic.
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City Council members will dis-
cuss Lawton’s mask ordinance, but 
the proposal before them adds a 
new exemption category, rather 
than a repeal.

Council members, meeting 
Tuesday in regular session, actu-
ally will have two items dealing 
with the COVID-19 pandemic 
that prompted them to adopt an 
ordinance in July 2020 that re-
quires facial coverings in certain 
circumstances: specifically, when 
inside a commercial entity or 
other building, structure or space 
open to the public, or while rid-
ing public transit. While council 
members have looked at the ordi-
nance several times — including a 
proposal made in late 2020 (later 
dropped) to impose penalties for 
those who won’t wear masks and 
on businesses that won’t impose 
the mandate — they haven’t made 
any change.

Earlier this month, the City of 
Altus dropped its year-long mask 
mandate and other provisions, fol-
lowing an announcement by Texas 
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A confessed killer will be sen-
tenced to life in prison Monday 
for his role in the brutal killing of 
a 14-year-old girl almost two de-
cades ago.

It will be the sec-
ond time that Ron-
ald Jessie, who was 
16 at the time of 
the crime, will be 
sentenced to life in 
prison. This time 
Jessie’s plea agree-
ment includes the 
possibility of pa-
role,  an option 
foreclosed by his 
first sentence.

In town to spend 
the summer with 
her father in 1993, 
Brandy Hill was 
lured into danger 
by the promise of back-to-school 
shopping by Jessie and Kenneth 
Chad Charm, Jessie’s older cousin.

She would never have the op-
portunity to return to her school 
or mother.

When Comanche County Dis-
trict Attorney Fred Smith returns 
to District Judge Irma J. New-
burn’s courtroom for a resentenc-
ing hearing at 9 a.m. Monday, he 
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Conflicting guidance has 
some people wondering what 
is required to visit loved ones in 
long-term care facilities.

Oklahoma closed visitation to 
long-term care facilities in mid-
March 2020 to protect Oklaho-
mans who were most at risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19.

Two weeks ago Gov. Kevin 

Stitt and Health Commissioner 
Lance Frye announced the state 
had updated its visitation guide-
lines to allow visitors who have 
completed state-certified essen-
tial care training to visit their 
loved ones. Part of the require-
ment was to watch a 15-minute 
video on essential caregivers.

And that’s where part of the 
confusion comes in.

Oklahoma skilled nursing 
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MEDICINE PARK — Ar-
riving in Medicine Park for 
the kick-off to the 11th An-
nual Park Stomp Bluegrass 

Festival, you were greeted 
Saturday afternoon to the 
steady thump of the dou-
ble-bass.

The pulse carried you to-
wards the destination. Each 
step added another layer of 

sound as mournful fiddle 
strings beckoned you for-
ward.

Emerging from behind a 
series of food trucks, ven-
dors, parked vehicles and 
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While there are advantages to 
teaching from a virtual classroom, 
there are challenges to overcome 
— especially when your students 
are young.

Some of those challenges be-
came evident to two Lawton Public 
Schools (LPS) elementary teachers 
this school year as they adjusted to 
life in the virtual format the district 
refined for the 2020-2021 school 

year, after it became apparent the 
COVID-19 pandemic would make 
returning to traditional classrooms 
challenging.

Nicole Merriweather was a first-
grade teacher in the night virtual 
option that LPS created to meet 
the needs of students, parents and 
its own staff.

Merriweather chose the night 
option — which allows faculty 
to teach from home rather than 
“pods” created for virtual day-

Healthcare workers 
continue the fight

Gary Reddin /staff

Respiratory Therapist Rachel Estep has treated “too many” COVID-19 patients at 

Southwestern Medical Center to count.

Killer’s 
resentencing 
dredges up 
memories
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Council to 
consider 
modifying 
its mask 
mandate

See COVID, 2ASee Council, 3A See Jessie, 2A

Conflicting information given 
on nursing home visitation

Younger students face more 
challenges in virtual classroom

See Virtual, 3A

See Visitation, 4A

Park Stomp recipe comes to 
perfection at Saturday kick-off

Scott Rains/staff

Members of Whiskey Mash and their friends enjoy conversation and some hospitality items 

while backstage waiting their turn to perform Saturday at the 11th Annual Park Stomp.

See Stomp, 5A


